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PREFACE. 



In presenting to the public BDOtber little volutoe, 
tlie writei cuinot but expreas her gratitude to those 
friendg vbo bave bo highly favoured her former pro. 
ductioai, and Luve thus encouraged her to lay li«fore 
them the pri>seDt work. 

Since the aompilation of this Tolume, the author 
has met with a work entitled, "The Night of Toil," 
which, in many reiipecta, coincides with this, and ia 
which many of the same circumstances are narrated; 
but as it is an expenaive book, and therefore lesfl 
likely to have a very general circntationf she trusts 
this little volume will serve to convey information to 
some young persons, to whom the other may not ba 

She would strongly rerommend to yonng' personl 
of maturer age, the perusal of "The Misaionary 
Church;" an excellent volume, written by the Rev. 
W. H. Stowell: which would have afforded much 
useful information to the author, had she been so 
fortunate as to meet with it earlier. 
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— Fleuure 

God—Unoipmtcd arrival—A new lubicriplloD— Invltatioi 
Haddon-Hall— JoHph SUnlej', hli vlilt iiotld]Mted with 
Ught^Vlilt of Meadii to the Bumtr— Vsnei Bddrea»d to 



Thosb who have read "Use Them, or Ga- 
thered FiHgments," will recollect that we left 
Mrs. Mortimer and her young friends, busily 
engaged in preparing a present for South Africa, 
to be disposed of at the discretion of Dr. Philip; 
as it was their wish to aid one of the most ne- 
cessitous schools, and render tlieir first offering 
upon the Missionary altar, available for the pro- 
gress of education in the most destitute and be- 
nighted quarter of the globe. 

It had been previously arranged, that all 
articles made by the young party, or contri- 
buted by their friends, should be exhibited in 




Mrs. Mortimei''a parlour: which Harriet and 
Margaret Stanley called "The Show-Rooi 
and which they were to assist their aunt in ar. 
ranging to the best advantage, for the inspection 
of those friends who wished to see the articles 
before they were packed up. Another motive 
which also induced them to make this display 
of their private Bazaar, was the hope of cither 
selhng some of the articles, or obtaining dona- 
tions from visiters, in aid of their "Orphan 
Fund." However trifling might be tl»c sums 
received, Harriet and Margaret were quite satis- 
fied they should not think their labour had been 

The Show-room soon assumed a very attrac- 
tive appearance, and the present for Southern 
Africa, had the appearance of something worth 
sending. Much taste was manifested in arrang- 
ing the articles, the useful taking precedence of 
the ornamental. Caroline's slates, pencils, and 
copy books, occupied a conspicuous place, as a 
hint to any other friends who had such things 
at their disposal, that here they would be thank- 
fully accepted. It must be confessed, that the 
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not be here repeated. Her nieces were highly 
gratified to find Mr. Baxter was devoting the 
profits of this beautiful speciroen of art, to the 
bereaved family of the murdered Missionary. 

Harriet and Margaret, after seeing the pic- 
tures, were mute with grief and astonishment. 
At length Margaret said, "Oh, aunt, how dare 
any body be a Missionary, if they have to go 
amongst such dreadful men; it makes me trem- 
ble even to look at them in a picture ! Are 
there really any such savage and frightful look- 
ing people?" 

"Yes, my love," replied Mrs. M. "other Hla. 
sionarics, who have seen the natives of different 
Islands in their rude and savage state, say that 
this picture is an excellent represenlalioii of their 
appearance in n state of excitement: especially 
when they are intent upon plunder and blood- 
shed, when seeking revenge or making war." 

" Wore all the people in the South Sea Islands, 
thus wild and brutal when the Missionaries first 
went amongst them .'" imiuircd Hnrriet, with 
ireat eagerness. 

Nol all,' K'plicd her auiil ; "some weie nnich 
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good, and alleviating the miseries of others. 
The young mind is in general easily influenced, 
and a child properly trained, will soon find great 
happiness in benevolent actions. I have heard 
it remarked of the children of a late eminent 
clergyman, that when any case of distress was 
brought before them, the little ones would, in 
the most endearing manner, climb his knees and 
say, ' Papa, you can preach sermons and beg 
money, but what can we do? Shall we do 
this or that f 

"A dear little boy (long since in heaven) was 
once going with the servant for milk, and car. 
rying the money; as they went along they met 
a poor ragged half-starved child, to whom he 
instantly, and without solicitation, gave the 
money; when he went home, and the Ecrvant 
related the circumstance to his mother, she 
told him he should not have done so without 
' But,' said he, ' father has plenty 
■tore money, and the little girl was so very 

or, and looked so very hungry and sad, I 



at help giving it.' 
idesvoured to make him dii 



His mother then . 
tinguiflh the difle. 
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I'cnce between giving away what was his own, 
and what was hers; and told him he must not 
give what belonged to her or his papa without 
leave. The little fellow appeared to understand 
it, and was quite satisfied. Shortly after, he was 
out again with the same servant, and seeing a 
wretchedly poor and barefooted boy, he imme- 
diately began to take off his own shoes to give 
to the poor ragged child; the servant remon- 
strated, but to no purpose: he argued 'that 
his mamma said he might give away what was 
his own, and his shoes were his own, and he had 
others at home, and could very well spare these 
for a poor boy who had none.' His mother was 
surprised to see him return without shoes, though 
she could not avoid a smile when she heard his 
account of the reason for his soiled socks. She 
again explained to him what she meant by giving 
away his own, and told him that by parting with 
his shoes or clothes he only put his father to the 
expense of buying more: they could scarcely be 
called his own, as his friends were obliged to 
pay for them; but in future he should have a 
certain sum every week lo be ieii\'s ^»* cwn. 




might spend Tor his own pleasure, 
or give to any object he thought proper. Tliis 
proposition pleased him much, as it put him 
in possession of the means of tloing good to 
others; and his weekly allowance was quickly 
expended in acts of benevolence. 

"It would be well if all children were taught 
to engage in works of benevolence and useful- 
ness from their infancy, doing good to others 
according to their ability, in the different sta- 
tions they occupy. A httic of this training 
would also be of vast advantage to servants. 
How much might be spared in many Tamilies 
to help the poor, by a little care and manage. 
menL I knew a very poor and very old woman, 
in a state of extreme destitution, who derived 
most of her comforts from a family who con. 
sidered her daily wants. Every day al^r dinner 
the servant used to gather up the fragments of 
meat and bones, boil tbcm up witli an union 
and pther savoury liei'bs, thicken the bruili with 
oatmeal, and take it to her warm and comfun. 
abl*. The children were so accustomed to this, 
that ibey alwaya hod thia poor woman's wants 
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in view, and would wittingly have f 
part of their own dinner, rattier tlian she should 
have gone without. After a higti wind they 
would go into the garden and gather a bundle 
of sticks for her. They would sit and read to 
her on a winter's afternoon; and if they had 
nothing else to give, they atways had a kind 
word and an affectionate look." 

Mrs. Mason listened attentively to the fore- 
going remarks, and after expressing her obliga- 
tion to Mrs. Mortimer, said her idea was, that 
her children were quite too young to enter at 
all into the meaning of doing good, consequetilly 
she had never said any thing to them on the 
subject. She had frequently allowed tbem half, 
pence to give when beggars came to the door, 
as she tliought that would help to make them 
charitable; but in future she would endeavour 
to act upon Mrs. Mortimers plan, and encou- 
rage them to save money for the " Orphan 
Fund," instead of spending so much for calces 
and fniit 

Margaret and the children were so engrossed 
with the work and the piclures, as <nve -^tVj 
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had so many questions to ask, and the other 
so many explanations to give, that when Mrs. 
Mason was ready to go, they were unwilling 
to part, and begged to be allowed to stay 
longer. Their mamma told tliem she must have 
ihem go with her, as papa would be waiting 
dinner; but if Mrs. Stanley would permit Mar- 
garet to spend the next day with them, they 
might hear a great deal more about the things 
they had seen, and the poor heathen children 
they were designed for: she would likewise Rnd 
something for them to make bags with, and 
shefr them how to work, that they might help 
the very poor little children who had no kind 
mother to care for them. She moreover told 
them, they should come every week to bring 
their pence to Mrs. Mortimer, for the "Orphan 
Fund." This assurance reconciled them to the 
thought of going home; and Margaret promised, 
if her mother gave her leave, she would spend 
tlie next day with them, and teach tbem how 
to work. 

All the members of the working society 
Hwmblcd at an early hour, each desirous of 
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seeing the articles when a!! were collected to- 
gether : and each was delighted lo find in how 
short a time so much had been done by them, 
selves, and how many things had been contri- 
buted by friends to aid them in their benevolent 
enterprise, and to enable them so soon to send 
out the first fruits of their industry to the hea. 
then, as an earnest and pledge of future and 
more energetic efforts. 

Mrs. iUortimer enjoyed considerable pleasure 
in witnessing the happiness of her young coad- 
jutorSj and thanked God for having made her 
the means of leading them to such results. She 
did not fail to admonish them against being 
vain of themselves, on account of what they had 
done, and referred them to the example of David 
when he and his people offered bo willingly and 
largely of their substance for the building of the 
temple at Jerusalem. Instead of exulting at the 
vast amount he was enabletl to offer, he piously 
traces it all to God, " But," said David, " who 
am I, and what is tny people, tliat we should be 
able to offer so willingly after this soit ? For 
all things come of Thee, and oi \ivu.v; o""'^ 

B S 



.ed tn- ' 
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God, this 
I of thine 
now also. ' 



have we given thee. Oh Lord our God, ( 
store that we have piepared, cometh of tl 
own hand, and is all thine own. 1 linow also, 
ray God, that thou triest the heart, and hast 
pleasure in uprightness." 

" My dear young friends," said Mrs. M. " I 
hope you will be able to add with David, ' As 
for me, in the uprightness of my heart have I 
willingly offered all these things.' Seek purity 
of motive in all your engagements, and ever 
be ready to say, ' Not unto us, not unto us, 
but unto thy name, O Lord, be all the gloiy," 
' Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temp. 
tation ;' and while you rejoice in what you have 
done, may the recollection of the vast heathen 
field yet uncultivated, and which is calling for 
Missionary labour, stimulate you to redouble 
your exertions, and make you more diligent in 
Uie work of the Lord. Look at the picture of 
the martyred Missionary at Erromanga, and 
your hearts will respond to every call for fresh 
eSbrts to send the Gospel of peace to these 
■anguinary savages; you will, with the deepest 
(clings of emotion and L-ommisenition, »ing — 



" Fly abroad ihou glarioui gospel, 1 

Let thy lasting wide dnminion I 

Multiply uid still iDCreate." 

Whilst Mrs. Mortimer was thus addressing I 

her young friends, the sound of a carriage driv- 
ing up to the door interrupted her. As such an 
event was altogether unexpected, various con- 
jectures passed through the minds of several of 
the young folks, as to who it could be, nnd 
whether it was any body come to look at their 
work, or to bring some materials for them to 
make up, to purchase something already made, 
to give a donation to the " Orphan Box," or 
perhaps become subscribers. But when Mrs. 
Harrison's name was announced, every one was 
delighted: Harriet and her sister, on account 
of the real regard iliey entertained for her, and 
the rest of the party, from the pleasure they 
anticipated in seeing this venerable lady, who 
had been such a kind friend and donor to their 
little society, and whose esteem they were , 

anxious to possess. 

Mrs. Mortimer lost no time iii mVto&vievY.f, i 




her ancient friend to tlie members of the woHc- 
iiig party, who were highly gratified at the 
interview; and Mrs. Harrison congratulated 
them upon the hnppy choice they had made, in 
following out the plans of usefulness and im- 
provement her friend had suggested, rather 
than seeking amusement in the ways of sin 
and folly; she expressed great satisfaction at 
their efforts to do good, and some degree of 
astonishment at the number of articles already 
procured; she also brought them some useful 
plain work done by Hannah and Janet, to 
add to their store. After admiring many of 
the articles: some for their economy, othera for 
their usefulness or neatness, and many for the 
taste displayed in them, she looked at the 
" Orphan Box," and inquired what was to be 
done with its contents. Harriet directly in- 
formed her that her aunt made the box, and 
tliey all contributed something every week; 
that t)ie money she had given them was put 
into it, besides several other donations, and 
the money received for articles sold, as they 
were very anxious to get one girl at least into 
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a Missionary school ; that they hoped to have 

enough money in a short time for that purpose; 
and that (hey intended having the gii'l called 
" Margaret Mortimer," 

" Dear Mrs. Harrison/' said Margaret, " I 
wish we could have two children in the same 
school, one named after you as well as one after 
aunt. Oh it would be so delightiiil to have 
your names together in India; and as you gave 
us so many beautiful things to make up, I think 
we ought to try; and I am sure it would be a 
good thing for some poor orphan girl; for aunt 
has read to us about the shocking cruelty of 
their parents, who leave them to starve, or want 
to sell them, and all sorts of bad things." 

" Make yourself easy about this, my dear 
child," said Mrs. Harrison, " and it shall be 
done. I have been subscribing to the fund for 
' Missionaries' Widows;' and in future will also 
contribute towards the support of 'Heathen 
Orphans;' and will begin by supporting one to 
be called by my own name; perhaps I may do 
more; but I will Hrst take into consideration 
what school to select, and also vihettvet a. sesoi^i 
sbouJd he a boy or a girl. 




" I have now a proposal to make, which 1 
I hope will be agreeable to all the party; and 
, for you to come and spend a long day 
with me next Tuesday week, when I hope not 
only Mrs. Mortimer but Mrs. Stanley will 
accompany you; and when I toll you my secret, 
I think I shall have no difiiculty in oblajuing 
their consent, I regret that 1 have hitherto 
done so little for the cause of Missions, and 
certainly should not have come to-day, had 
I not been desirous to see what my young 
friends were doing, and also to encourage them 
I to do more. Last week, J heard that Mr. 
Joseph Stanley was coming to preach about 
twenty miles from Haddon; and as I know he 
is well acquainted with Missionary operations, 
and is such a strenuous supporter of them, I 
wrote to beg he would come to the hall, that 
I might consult him on the subject. 

" f think, Margaret, I sliall have my boy 

called 'Joseph Stanley,' and have him educated 

for B native teacher, as 1 know your brother 

^ irould willingly have gone himself as a teacher 

tfbcathena if hii health would haveneimitlcd; 
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so we will endeavour to have liis name in ■ 

lemembraiice among the heatlien. What do 
you say to that?" 

Margaret could scarcely say any thing to it, 
her eyes filled with tears of joy, at such unex- 
pected good news; and Harriet seemed to think I 
she was in a trance, as it was almost impossible i 
it could be true, it was so delightful. At length 
she exclaimed, "Dear Mrs. Harrison, how good 
and kind you are: oh! what will mamma say ' 
to this unthought of pleasure. And Margaret 
and I can never be thankful enough. But are 
you sure Joseph will come ?" 

" Yes, my dear," said Mrs. H. "as sure as we 
can be of any future event; he has promised 
to come if nothing unforeseen should prevent; I 

and I have ordered Eeuben to leave home at I 

five o'clock in the morning to fetch him; so I ' 

hope to have his company to dinner on the 
Monday, and beg you will al! come early on 
Tuesday morning, that we may have a long 
day, as I have many curiosities in an Indi 
Cabinet, tliat has not been opened for yeai 
and as I think they i 




ladies, I shall request Mr. Joseph Stanley to 
shew them in the morning, and explain to you 
what many of them are; and in the evening I 
hope he will favour us with some information 
respecting the Missionary cause: not only for 
our benefit, but also for the benefit of many of 
my neighbours, whom I have invited to attend, 
who at present are very ignorant on this as well 
as on most other subjects connected with the 
propagation of the gospel. Who can tell what 
good may arise out of this meeting? our Lord 
can command his blessing to follow our endea- 
vours to promote hia glory; let us pray that 
his Spirit may be with us, and that the hearts 
of some may be opened to receive instruction; 
perhaps we may be able to raise another small 
■oeiely at Haddon, if we can 6nd a Mrs. Mor- 
timer to take the lead." 

Mrs. Harrison now intimated faer intention 

of leaving; nor could the united entreatJea of 

Hrs. Mortimer and her young friends, prevail 

upon her to slay to tea. 

_ The reader tami imagine the delightful anti' 

k dpfttiont of Haniet and Margaret Stftnley, in 
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prospect of visiting Haddon-Hall flgain, and see- 
ing the kind old servants, — the good tempered 
Janet, — and walking in the beautiful gardens 
wliich afforded them so much pleasure on a 
former occasion; and how all their pleasure 
would be increased, by tlie company of that 
beloved brother who had been so long absent, 
and whose presence always afforded fresh grati- 
fication: as he continually opened to them some 
new sources of amusement and improvement, 
all calculated to make them valuable members 
of society. Then this visit arose out of their 
work, and their companions in labour were to 
go with them and partake of all their enjoy, 
ments, and see this dear brother of whom so 
much had been said. They expected he would 
give them so much good advice, and encourage 
them to persevere; and they knew he would be 
very glad to find they had induced their young 
friends to unite with them in their attempt to 
do something for the Missionaries. In fact, so 
many reasons arose in their minds for unmingled 
joy, that it was with difficulty they could attend 
to the duties of the afternoon. 



36 

Caroline Fletcher Rnd t]ic Misses Hcradine, 
were equally happy at the prospect of their 
visit, and almost in ecstasies at the thought of 
it; but their delight was all in anticipation, they 
had no retrospective view to combine with their 
pleasure; and though they wished very much 
to meet Mr. Stanley and hear his address, their 
feelings were of a different nature to those of 
Harriet and her sister. 

Mrs. Harrison, as s!»e departed, went up to 
the "Orphan Box" and put in a deposit, but 
to what amount no one could conjecture. The 
prints by Mr. Baxter belonged to her, and had 
been kindly sent to be exhibited with the Mis- 
sionary work, as they were likely to interest 
visiters who might not have seen them before. 
Mrs. Fletcher, Mrs. Herodine, and many other 
friends came in, in the course of the evening, 
and were amazed nt witnessing the effect of 
thut uliliti/ and eeonomy of which they lately 
had heard their children speak; and could 
Hcarcely believe that ao much had been dooe 
without the expenditure of any money, and 
that such a vkluaUo present should be prepsicd 
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for a Missionary school, simply by good manage- 

menl, and gathering up the fragments. 

Mrs. Stanley brought two shillings for the 
"Orphan Box," sent by Herhert,who had writ- 
ten several copies of a hymn composed by a 
converted heathen, and sold to bis friends: he 
hoped to obtain more in a similar way, and 
thus to aid his aunt and sisters in their benevo- 

This busy day appeared too short for the 
happy party; as night would put a stop to 
fresh visiters coming, and nothing more would 
be put into the box, which now became a matter 
of deeper interest than ever, as it felt heavy, 
and betokened success. Caroline Fletcher was 
very anxious to have it opened, that they might 
know the extent of their riches; but this was 
overruled, till Mrs. Harrison could again be 
consulted, as to what school or what part of the 
world she would fix upon. 

Nancy brought in a letter directed for Mrs. 
Mortimer, which, when opened, was found to 
contain " verses addressed to the Members of 
the Juvenile Working Society, for ttw PtcRon- 



tion of Christian Knowledge," and half-a-crown 
as a donation to tlie " Orphan Fund," sent by 
ft friend who was unable to come and inspect 
the fruits of their industry. Our readers wili 
naturally expect to be favoured with a copy of 
the poetry. Mrs. Mortimer likewise desired 
Haniet, as secretary, to write a copy of the 
verses in the minute-booli of the society, and, 
for the advantage of tliose who cannot refer to 
that book, they are here inserted. 

Tbougb rf«bl« our tttortt. though wtak ore out powtn. 
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Ami M nj OHhlni brlghllr from »(1oiu dlrlu 

TM nm nf lb* mltaw, Ihv |lft of tli« pnor, 
Win bi uwnod bt »M F""" ihu aniRon lb« bi bM 
And U» SaiWuf oUI tmU* as hta IHUi «h> mon 
Vf Oh iplrU Uwr iba*. Ibn ibi fW UiM It ilna. 
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Mrs. Mortimer's friends were highly gratified 
with the exhibition: several articles were pur- 
chased^ and several donations given. The young 
people were also encouraged to persevere, by 
the promises of many ladies to give materials 
for their use; so that they were not likely to 
sit still for want of them. 



3 




The next tnaming, Harriet and her s 
Sitered upon the delighirul occupation of a: 

g their aunt to wrap up carefully every article 
ready to put into the box. When nil was 
finished, and the box well secured, Margnret 
again reminded her aunt of the promise she had 
made to tell them all about the Missionaries, 
and hoped she would do so at the next meeting, 
when Caroline Ftelcher and the Misses Hecadine 
would be with them; "they were," she said, 
"always asking some questions about (he society, 
the schools, and the heathen, and she was sure 
tJiey would be glad to hear about them," Their 
nunt told them she ccitaiiily intended lo keep 
her promise, and would endeavour to give tliem 
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which ^ 



some further information on a subject 
they all felt so much interest; she also reminded 
them how often they had read the history of the 
first Christian Missionaries, and the success of 
their labours. " The apostles/' said she, "were 
the first Missionaries; and Jesus Christ, when he 
said, ' Go ye into all the world and preach the 
gospel to every creature,* might be said to lay the 
foundation of all future Missions; and obedience 
to this command, is carrying out the plan. 

"At different periods, from the days. of the 
apostles to the present time, agents have been 
raised up ; some have been sent out by indivi- 
duals, others by societies, and there are not 
wanting instances of persons who have been so 
Influenced by pity for their perishing fellow- 
creatures, and by the constraining love of 
Christ, that they have encountered alone, all 
the dangers and trials incident to the lirst 
preachers of the gospel amongst barbarians. 

" You are both sufficiently acquainted witli 
English History, to know that our own beloved 
and highly favoured coimtry, was once the abode 
of rude and uncivilized pagans, a.i\i ^X\*■^. -»"^ 
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ai-e indebted to Missionaries from Rome, for tin 
introduction of religion and leaniing ; conse- 
quently we are bound by the ties of gratitude 
to impfli't these blessings tootliers: and I believe 
it is the honour of modem times to enlarge the 
plan of Christian Pliilanthropy, and erect a 
platform upon which every denomination can 
take a part in the vast enterprise of evangelizing 
the world. 

" My dear children, however gratifying it 
may be to converse about Missionaries, I hope 
the knowledge thus gained will not satisfy you; 
you must read for yourselves, — read to in- 
crease your zeal in the cause, and to keep pace 
with the eventful times in which It is your lot 

" We do, aunt, read s great deal," said Mar. 
garet; " but that Is about what is doing now; 
we want to tnow how it was before we were 
bom ; it Gcems as if things were so different 
when you were a little girl, and we like you to 
tell us, because you make us understand, and 
■ can ask you questions." 

[ cannot tell you any more to-day, my 
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dear," said Mrs. Mortimer, " as your mothi 
has work Tor you at home this afternoon ; and 
however important works of charity may appear, 
we must not neglect the duties of home, and 
leave undone those things which demand our 
attention, and promote the comfort of those 
around us: your brothers would not admire 
your industry in tlie Missionary cause, if their 
stockings were unmended, and their new shirts 
unmade. Be thankful, my dear children, that 
your kind mother has taught you to be useful, 
and that you feel pleasure in assisting her." 

An important event occurred at Grove-Cot- 
tage next morning; the postman called and left 
a letter for Miss Margaret Stanley; and as this 
was the first letter she had ever received by 
post, and all really her own, and from her brother 
Joseph too, it was no trifling matter in her esti- 
mation, and she sat down to its perusal with 
emotions of no ordinary pleasure. The letter 
was afterwards read aloud by mamma, for the 
benefit of Harriet and her brothers, and then 
forwarded to aunt Mortimer, who requested 
that it might be read at the next "noiVwv^ a\ec.\- 



mg. As it is not necessary to keep our young 
reftders in suspense as to the contents of this 
letter, we will insert it here. 
" My deu" Margaret, 

"You say in your kind letter, with 
vhich I am much pleased, thai you wigh I would 
write to you about the Miaamnaripi ; 1 suppose you 
mean rather about the conTerts to Christianity in 
heathen lands. 

"I congratulate you upon the progreu your little 
society is making, and rejoice to hear (hat you are 
likely tu have funds sufficient to select one child for 
Instruction. No doubt many poor haathea cbildrea 
will blels God througEi eternity, for having put it into 
the hearts of British Christians (and British children 
loo) to use means to rescue them frum the eviU ul 
Idolatry. Many are now in heaven casting their 
crowns at Jesut' feet, «ith the 'great multitude 
which no man could number, of all natians, and kin- 
dreds, and people, and tongues,' and ucnbiog 'ul- 
vation to our Ood, which siiteth upon the tbrone, 
and unto the Lamb.' 

"As an encoungement to you to proceed in your 
labour of love, 1 will remind you of Mr. B.'i family, 
who support three native children in the Million 
school at Bellary. It perhaps will l>« interealing if 
1 give yuu some extracu frotii a ietler wriltaii by Mr. 
Held, the Missionary there, to air. D., it is an account 
of the happy death of John Boyle, oni of the three 
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diiUren abore-meationed. Mr. Reid laya, "He 
in perfect health an the momitig of March 4[h, und 
continued quite well til] sboul four in the afternoun, 
when be beKtin to feel unwell; but no bad iymptnma 
appearing, I gave him a little medicine, and at half 
past six I vent to attend our Misaionsry prayer meet- 
ing. During the first prayer I was called out and 
found him wane. Some symptoma of cholera having 
become manifest, I gave bim cholera medicine, and 
sent for our medical friend, who came very soon, and 
administered more, which, though it occasioned relief 
from suffering, had no effect in checking the diseaee; 
this defied the power of medicine, and inwardly con- 
sumed the vital euergiea. Ho suffered comparatively 
little pain; his sunken Bye retained some of its viva- 
city, and turned towards the person addressing him: 
his sweet smile shone through his changed counte- 
nance, and his intellect was sound and collected till 
within a few minutes of his decease: this was truly 
comforting, as it gave me au opportunity of ascer- 
taining the state of bis mind. 

"During the few minutes' conversation I had with 
bim before I went to chapel, be appeared cheerful 
and happy; he bad no doubt or fear to cloud his 
simple faith; beseemed ready, if the Lord pleased, 
to die. When I saw him getting worse, I Continued 
almost constantly with him; and when he appeared 
most easy, I endeavoured, by a few questions which 
would require no effort to answer, to ascertain bis 
views and feelings : be seemed often as if he wished to 
■peak more but was unable. 
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one time I laid to him. Do you ki 

igeroin stale, John ?" 

, I know I am; but Cbrist d 
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"Have you not provoked your Saviour much by 

"Yei, and I am very sorry; but he will pardon me 

"Have you riien Miught pardon?" 
"Ye.." 

"I then directed him tO the precious declaration! 
of God'a word, in which he placed entire confidence. 
When asked if he had any doubt, he replied, 

"No." 

"At another time I said, Dear John, are you glad 
Ood brought you here?'* 

"Oh ye*," he said, "or I had Hved as a heathen, 
■nd died without hirpe." 

" What id the ground of your hope?" 

"Jesus Christ." 

" Do you love Jesui?" 

" Ym." 

" Do yoQ think he loves you f" 

"Ye.." 

"He wunaw too weak to say more. At annther 
time he Mid, 'What ibould I do wilhont Jeiui to 
mpport me?' 

" At a <|nRrt«r to four an Thursday morning, 
March Bth, feeling hi* end was near, he raised hlm- 
talf into the attitude of prayer, but from wmJuum 

U bark; be repeated the attempt, but fdl If dn on 




the roBiter'i knees ; who teeing him manifeat concern 
laid, 'Don't be afraid.' 

"Sir," he replied, "my whole Iniac Ii ia Jetai 
Christ." 

"His mind then n-andered, he ipoke a, few unin- 
telligible wards; afterwards a spasm come on, and 
while the servant was running to call on me, he fell 
asleep in Jesus." 

"Thii, my dear Margaret, is one of (he many in. 
stances of usefulness that are occurring in the Mission 
schools. I have no doubt you will feel deeply iaie. 
rested in the account, as you know his kind benefac- 
tors. How delightful must he their feelings at re- 
ceiving such a rich reward, — what earthly pleasure 
can be compared to this ? 

"But what shall I say to my dear little sister about 
the happy death of John Boyle ? Shall I point her 
to the same Saviour that John sought ? Yes, 'for 
there is none other name under heaven given among 
men whereby we must be saved.' And you need 
that Saviour as much as John could have done. You 
have been brought up to know bis will, and read your 
Bible; John was brought up a heathen, ignorant of 
the tnie God, till be was taken into Jtlr. Reid's school. 
Only think, my dear Margaret, how short was the 
warning of death which John received. You, though 
young and in health, cannot tell how long you have 
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part,' and yau will be bappy in early deslh, if God 
bees fit to call you, and alill more happy !n longer 
life, if spared lo work for his glory. 

"VouliBve begun to help others; this is so far well, 
but working for others sill not save you; somethiDg 
more is necessary, and I hope you will choose 'that 
good part' which can never be taken away from you. 
I muBk aak you to accept this letter instead of the 
poetry I promised. I think the account of John 
Boyle wilt encourage you to persevere in raising fundi 
to Bif))port an orphan, better than any thing I can 
say. I axippose you will make great progress in your 
nociety, before I shall have the pleasure of seeing you. 
Love to bU at home. 

" Your affectionate brother, 

"JOSEPH STANLEY.- 
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As soon as the young party were seated at 
work, Margaret's liighly prized letter was read 
to them; several comments were made upon 
its contents, and many questions were asked 
about Mr. Reid's school. When this business 
was satisfactorily settled. Miss Heradine re- 
quested Mrs. Mortimer to begin the account she 
had pronnised, of "Missionary Societies;" for if 
the Misses Stanley wanted information on the 
subject, they must need it much more since they 
had scarcely heard or thought about it before 
they attended the working meetings. A wish 
had been expressed, that Mrs. M.ovUmet aVoA^ 




"begin quite at the beginning;" she therefore 
selected the history given by the evangelist 
Liike, for the evening's reading; and as Nancy 
was so willing to assist in working for the 
society, she was also called in, that she might 
have the benefit of hearing. 

"Aunt," said Harriet, "I thought you were 
going to talk to us, and that we might ask you 
questions. I did not think that you would read 
this evening." 

"You may all ask," replied Mrs. Mortimer, 
"what questions you please, arising out of the 
subject; as I am not going to read a detailed 
account, but merely a sketch, wliich i have 
written to keep \ia from wauderiiig too far 
about 

"St Luke, In the Acts of the Apostles, gives 
a delightful, though very short account of Mis. 
sionniy exertions. He informs us, that oiler 
ibc Ascension of our Saviour, the number of 
the disciples was about one hundred nnd twenty, 
and this small number, in Jerusalem alone, soon 
inueased to many thousands. We read of 
three thousand converted under one single dis. 
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course, — of multitiides added to the Lord, both 
of men and women, — of a great company of the 
priests being obedient to the faith, and that the 
Lord added unto the church daily such as 
should be saved. 

" In fact, so rapid was the spread of Chiisti' 
anity, that when Peter and some Other of the 
apostles were brought before the Jewish council, 
one accusation brought against them was, 'Ye 
have Jilled Jerusalem with your doctrine!' 
Hitherto the apostles liad only proclaimed the 
glad tidings of salvation, through a crucified 
Saviour, to the Jews, and appeared unwilling to 
leave Jerusalem; but persecution arose, and with 
it a true Missionary spiriL The disciples had 
not carried out the injunction of their risen 
Lord, 'go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature;' but when persecution 
scattered them, they 'went every where preach- 
ing the word.' We read, that 'Philip went 
down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ 
unto them,' He confirmed the doctrine by the 
exercise of those miraculous gifts bestowed upon 
him ; for many that had uncleatv s'^ittts, ot ^oSk^ . 
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or lameness, were healed, and 'there was g 
joy ill that city.' After this, follows the re 
able conversion of St Paul, whose boldnt 
preaching at Jerusalem, and charging home 
upon the Jews the murder of Christ, so exaspe. 
rated tlicm, that a number of them bound them- 
selves with an oath to take away his life; but 
this turned out to the furtherance of the gospel 
they laboured to destroy: as it was eventually 
the means of his visiting Rome, where, aniongat 
many other converts, there were some even of 
Ctesar's household. You may form some idea 
of the importance of the church at this place, 
by reading the Epistle to the Romans. 

" We are told by the inspired historian, that 
Saul went to Damascus, breathing out threaten, 
ings and slaughter against tlic disciples of the 
Lord, and tliat Jesus arrested him in ihe way, 
and he beard a voice saying, 'Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?" He himself in. 
forma us that he ' was not disobedient to the 
heavenly vision, but shewed, first at Dsmucua 
and Jerusalem, and throughout all the co«ats 
of Judea, and then to the Gcnltles, that iliev 
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should repent and turn to God, and do works 
meet for repentance.' Shortly after, Paul and 
Bamabus were solemnly and expressly set apart 
for Missionary labour, and sent fortii by tbe 
Holy GhosL They visited Selucia, Cyprus, 
Salamis, Paphos, Perga, and Antioeli." 

"I amglndto hear of Antioch," said Caroline 
Fletcher, "because the disciples were first called 
Christians there." 

"Yes," replied Harriet, "but it was not a 
mark of honour but a term of reproach, applied 
to them by their enemies, who raised up per- 
secution against Paul and his companion, and 
expelled them out of their coasts." 

" This," said Mrs. Mortimer, " was also over, 
ruled for good, for Paul and Barnabas waxed 
bold, and said, 'It was necessary that the word 
of God should first have been spoken to you 
(Jews); but seeing that ye put it from you, and 
judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting life, lo ! 
we turn to the Gentiles;' so 'they shook off the 
dust from their feet as a testimony against them, 
and came to Iconium. They were driven fiom 
Iconium, and fled to Lyslra and QtAxc, livvs^ 



of Lycaonia, and unto the region that lieth 
round about, and there they preached the gos- 
pel.* After this, they passed through Pisidia 
and Pamphylia, and at length came to Antioch; 
'and when they had gathered the church toge. 
ther, they rehearsed to them all that God had 
done with them, and how he had opened the 
door of faith unto the Gentiles.' 

"After this, ' being brought on their way by 
the church, they [mssed through Phenice and 
Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gen- 
tiles; and they caused great joy to all the 
brethren.' 

" We next read of Paul choosing Silas as hU 
te I low-labourer, and travelling into Macedonia. 
Vou will all recollect the circumstances connected 
with his preaching there, — tlie conversion of 
Lydia, — the imprisonment of Paul and Silas, — 
the conversion of the Philippian gaoler, and 
Paul's spirited message to the magistrates. 

"Persecution, stripes, and imprisonment, did 
not for a moment deter the apostles from enter, 
ing upon fresh fields of labour and toil. Thessa- 
lonictt soon exhibited trophies of victory through 



the prenching of the cross; as a great multitude 
of the devout Greeks believed, and of the chief 
women not a few. Again, persecution hastened 
the extension of the Redeemer's kingdom, as 
Paul was driven from Thessalonica by the en- 
raged Jews, and went to Berea, where he 
preached to the noble-minded Bereans the gos- 
pel of peace, and many believed to the saving 
of the soul. The envy of the Jews followed 
him here, and they stirred up the people to 
jealousy, which caused the brethren to send 
Paul away; but not before his message had been 
received by many honourable women, who were 
added to the number of converts on this memo- 
rable journey." 

" I am always glad," said Emma Heradine, 
"to hear of so many females attending to reli. 
gion; but I never before thought that the Acts 
of the Apostles was a Missionary history, and 
that the apostles were Missionaries. Heally, I 
shall like to read it row better than ever." 

" I cannot think how it is, Mrs. Mortimer," 
remarked Caroline Fletcher, " that you make 
us like the very things we used to \.\\vv\'«. \»>, 
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little about I did not like work till you taught 
me to like it; and 1 am sure I never thought 
much about reading the Bible except on Sun- 
days, and often wondered how it was Harriet 
and Margaret read it so much." 

"Oh," said Harriet, "we have always been 
encouraged to read it, and to tike it. Mamma 
and aunt endeavour to explain it so as to make it 
interesting to us; but I must confess, like Emma, 
I did not think of the apostles as Missionaries," 

" Please, Mrs, Mortimei', can you tell us 
whether Sl Paul ever preached in England?" 
inquired Mary Hcradine. 

" It has been said by some persons, my dear," 
said Mrs. M. "that he did; but we have no 
authentic account of his visiting our Island, and 
we cannot place much dependance upon tradi- 
tion; of this, however, we are certain, that be 
waa very successful in preaching the gospel in 
Euro|>e. After leaving Berca he visited Athens, 
where, as in other places, he made known the 
glad tidings of salvation ; and, as I before obiter. 
ved,hcBpent some considerable time in Italy and 
Greece, where his Inbours were abundantly bics- 
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sed. He speaks also of his journey into Spain, 
which shews that if he did not visit Britain, he 
came so near that our ancestors probably might 
hear the gospel through some of his converts; 
but this ix uncertain, as Britain was but little 
known to the ancients. 

"Paul ended his honourable and useful life at 
Rome, as a martyr to the cause he had espoused. 

" I hope this brief outline will induce you all 
to study attentively, not only the Acts of the 
Apostles, but also the beautiful letters addressed 
by the apostles to the churches gathered fiom 
among the Gentiles. You will also do well to 
study Scripture Geography, and trace on a good 
map tiie travels of St. Paul, as it will tend to 
illustrate Bible History." 

" How much more is said about Paul than 
any of the others," observed Mary Heradine, 

" That may be accounted for," said Mrs. 
Mortimer, "from his character and circum- 
stances: he was ardent and energetic as a per. 
secutor; and his natural ardour and energy 
were employed with double diligence in the 
cause of Christ. As a maa o? \ea.mvtv^ ^^^ 
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acquainted 

f the other 



educalion, he was probably better acquainted 
with Gentile prejudices thai; 
apostles; and his privilege as a Roman citizen, 
which he did not fail to use, gave him an advan- 
tage over the poor fishermen of Galilee. Yet, 
with all these superior attainments, he speaks 
of Peter, and James, and John, as pillars of the 
church; while he declares that he is willing to 
become all things to all men, so that he may but 
save their souls. He takes to himself no higher 
title, than 'less than the least of all saints.'" 

" Do you think, aunt," inquired Margaret, 
"that Peter was Bishop of Rome, as the Roman 
Catholics say? because if he was, I wonder that 
he did not write a long Icttei' or epistle to them, 
as well as Paul." 

" We read of nothing in the New Testament, 
my dear," answered Mrs. Mortimer, "thatjpves 
us any reason to think that Peter ever was 
Bishop of Rome; and 1 think the Roman Catho- 
lics are rather unfoitunate in having selected 
Peter as tJicir bishop. Paul, as you say, wrote 
a very long epistle to the Romans; but Peter 
addresses his first epistle to the strangerB aenl- 
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tered throughout Pontua, Galatia, CappatJoc 
Asia, and Bithynia; and his second to 'them 
who had obtained hke precious faith.' The 
object of both is, not to exalt one church above 
another, but to point out to ihe saints in gene. 
rai their duty; to remind them of the 'words 
which were spoken by the holy prophets, and of 
the commandment of the apostles of the Lord 
and Saviour," to warn them against the errors 
tliat were already creeping in, to destroy the 
faith and unity of the body, and to caution them 
against the 'scoffers, walking after their own 
lusts,' saying, ' where is the promise of his 
coming?' No particular allusion is made to the 
Romans in any part of his writings." 

"How is it, aunt," said Harriet, "that the 
Romish priests are not allowed to marry, if they 
call Peter their head ? for we know he was mar- 
ried, because we read of Jesus curing the mother 
of his wife, when she lay ' sicis of a fever.' " 

"This, my dear," said Mrs- Mortimer, "like 
niany other of their notions, is of man's inven- 
tion, and has no foundation in the word of God; 
hut we will not discuss tlie ctronttws o^«wiWj- 
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of tlie Roman Catholics at the present time, as 
it will lead us too far from the Missionary 
subject. 

"Milnei's Church History will be an excellent 
work for you to read as you get older; lie takes 
up the history from St. Luke, and with the 
scanty materials he could glean, shews the true 
church of God amidst the severest persecutions 
in the darkest ages. He also unfolds the ini- 
quity of the man of sin, — points out the rise 
and progress of Popery, and leads you through 
the glorious era of the Reformation. I should 
recommend ilie careful perusal of this valuable 
work to all young people, who have time for 
reading, and access to books. 

" Many other interesting facts connected with 
the Mission narrated by Luke, will resdily occur 
to your minds; such as the history of ' Stephen, 
full of fiiitb and power, who did great wonders 
and miracles among the people;' andthougli he 
so early fell a martyr to the rancour of the Jews, 
yet doubtless his testimony was owned of God 
to the furtherance of the gospel. Peter's memo- 
rable visit to Cornelius, is ■ beautiful manifesta- 



SI 



I the I 



tion of the grace of God, in opening the 
to the Gentiles. Philip's interview with the 
Ethiopian eunuchj whereby the all-atoning sacri- 
fice was made known even to the descendants 
of accursed Ham, is another display of God's 
mercy. In another place we read, 'so mightily 
grew the word of Goi!, and prevailed (at Ephe- 
sus),that many that believed came and confessed, 
and shewed their deeds. Many of them also 
which used curious arts, brought their books 
together, and burned them before all men." 
This was no small proof of the reality of their 
conversion, as the price of the books amount- 
ed to no less than 'fifty thousand pieces of 

"Doubtless all the apostles were engaged in 
promoting the cause of Christ, thougli we hear 
more of some than others. Some were early 
called to seal their testimony with their blood. 
James wrote to the twelve tribes who were scat- 
tered abroad, from which it seems as if he had 
confined his labours more to the Jews, and con- 
tinued chiefly at Jerusalem. Jude addressed 
his epistle to them who were 'saTvOAftei^'j'i'*^ 




the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ,' 
intimates thnt he laboured to confirm in the Taith 
those who were already called ; hence he exhorts 
them that they should 'earnestly contend for the 
faith which was once delivered to the saints.' 

" The beloved John outlived all the apostles, 
and was banished to the ' Isle of Patmos, for the 
word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ;' 
wliere he had that divine revelation, in which 
was made known to him the things that must 
shortly come to pass. He addiesses the most 
faithful warnings and solemn counsels to the 
seven churches of Asia, shewing the deep inte- 
rest he took in their welfare; for though the 
despotic power of a heathen emperor prevented 
his visiting the churches, he was with them in 
spirit, and exerted his power to save them from 
declension, by liis admonitory tetters. 

" Thus you see, my dear young friends, all 
the apostles, as christian Missionaries, laboured 
to spread abroad the great salvation among ihc 
Gentiles as well as among the Jews." 

" Thank you, Mrs. Mortimer, thank you," 
resounded from several voices; "we shall begin 
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again to read the New Testament with fresh 
pleHsure, now you have taught us to think of 
it in this way." 

Harriet acknowledged, that she felt quite 
disappointed when her aunt said she was going 
to read from the Acts of the Apostles, bb she 
had read it so many times; but she now felt 
greater pleasure in going through it again, and 
connecting it all with the great work of christian 

Margaret sagely remarked, "You might well 
Bay,aunt,that I had given you 'a long task,' when 
I asked you to ' begin at the very beginning.' 
I did not think that you would go so far back, 
but that you would begin to tell us about what 
was done when you were little. I am so glad 
you have begim here, because I am sure you 
must tell us a great deal before we come to the 



" Mrs. Mortimer expressed great pleasure at 
having gratified her young friends: especially as 
it led ihem to see new beauties in the Scriptures; 
and told them she hoped all their future meeU 
ings would be as pleasant to theio, anA w> ^\o- 
E 2 
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filable to herself as this had been, for she fouiul 
her own heart clieered and animated by review- 
ing the lalwurs of the aposilea." 

Emma Heiadiue requested Mrs. Mortimer 
to lend her the paper wliich had been written 
for them, that she might go through it again by 
herself; at the same time asking permission to 
read it to her sisters and some other young 
friends. — Her request was readily granted. 

The work was then laid aside; the meeting 
as usual, was closed by reading a chapter from 
the Bible, singing a hymn, and olFering prayer. 
The party then broke up, with the pleasant 
reflection that the evening had not been spent 
I in vain. 
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At this meeting, as might naturally be expect- 
ed, our young friends reverted, with considerable 
pleasure, to their happy visit to Haddon-Hall, 
and dweltwith delight on the prospect of liearing, 
at some future period, not only of " Margaret 
Mortimer" and "Tabitha Harrison" being in 
some Oi'phan School, but also "Joseph Stanley " 
as a native teacher, preaching to his dark and be- 
nighted neighbours the truth as it is in Jesiis, 
and turning many to righteousness. 

Youmay picture to yourselves thehappy group 
assembled at Mrs. Harrison's. After having 
gone through the beautiful gardens and grounds, 
ihey leturned to the house,tD inspect all the curi- 
osities of the Indian cabinet- AiWit i,\\\Nc-i™>4^ 



these curiosities, and making their remarks, they 
assembled to dinner, and were entertained with 
much agreeable conveisation on tlie occui'rences 
of the day. Before they left Haddon-Hall the 
whole party met, together with the servants, 
some of the rustic neighboui's, and a few farmers 
with their wives and daughters, to hear an inte- 
resting discourse delivered by Mr.Stanley, on the 
subject of "Christian Missions." Alongerhiitory 
of this delightful day cannot now be given, 
since it is time to proceed with the account from 
Mrs. Mortimer, as before proposed. 

Another friend joined the working party for 
a time — Amelia Bloomlield, a niece of Mrs. 
Mortimer's, who came to spend the autumn 
with her aunts and cousins. As she was older 
than Harriet, and very industrious, they all 
hoped for great assistance from her, which she 
as cheerfully oflered. Indeed she had laid out 
the work, and placed the chairs in readiness 
when ihey arrived. Afterthe firal introduction, 
she felt as much at home with Emma, Mary, 
and Caroline, as with her cousins, and they were 
all soon seated nl woik. 
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Emma began by saying she had broiiglit back 
Mrs. Mortimer's paper, which ahe )ibc1 read to 
her mamma and sisters, and from the informa- 
tion it contained, her sisters bad been induced to 
read the Acts of the Apostles together during 
the past week, and intended reading the gospels 
and epistles in the same way, for improvement 
and instruction, as they were suiprised to find 
how greatly the labours of the apostles were 
blessed in so short a time, and wondered ihey 
had not been struck with it before, 

" What are you going to tell us to-night, 
aunt?" inquired Amelia Bloomfield; "I am 
sorry I did not come in time for the last meeting; 
but I suppose I may read the paper Miss 
Heradine mentions, to-morrow." 

" Certainly you may," replied her aunt, "and 
during your visit, assist me in selecting suitable 
subjects for reading and conversation on future 
evenings. I have, on the present occasion, cho. 
sen one that may not be quite so inteiesting as 
the last; though, after the lapse of centuries, it 
forms a linlc in the great Missionary chain, 
which I think we ought not entvvd^ \n "S!»s»> 




over. I shall not dwell upon it, but simply n 
such references to the circumstances as will ex- 
cite your curiosity, and induce you to read more 
detailed accounts. As thia is my principal ob- 
ject, you will not expect a long paper. 

" In the sixteenth century the Portuguese and 
Spaniards discovered vast countries hitherto 
unknown, particularly those which have been 
called 'the New World' of the West. These 
discoveries led to the extension of the Popish 
power in the new world, though it began to de> 
dine in Europe. As the Spaniards and Portu- 
guese were devout adherents of tlie Roman 
Catliolic Church, they zealously entered into the 
scheme of christianizing tlie newly discovered 
countries. Orders were issued to make the peo. 
pie Christians according to Ikeir notions. The 
power of worldly governors was united uiih the 
power of church officers. The tyranny of the 
State and tlie Church were both employed at 
once, and wherever the Enropeans landed, they 
set up 8 wooden cross, and took possession of 
the country in the name of his holiness the 
Pope. 



" Priests and friars foliowed in tlie train of 
discovery and concjuest; for tlic soldier generally 
went before the preacher, and used his sword 
to make way for the minister of the Gospel ! 
After this preparation, whoevei' would only sub- 
mit to be baptized, was at once called a Chris. 
tien! and, in many cases, the only choice offered 
to these Ignorant and conquered Pagans, was to 
be baptized or to die. 

" This abuse of the Christian name can only 
be viewed with sorrow and disgust. We may 
well trace the course of many of these Missiona- 
ries with horror. It might oflcn be said, 'their 
feet are swift to shed blood." Their converts 
were such as they hud fii'st enslaved and then 
insulted. We must needs pity the poor crea. 
tures forced into a profession of religion, and 
submitting to the ordinance of baptism to save 
their lives. Yet we cannot but indulge a hope 
that, amidst all tliis error, and superstition, and 
cruelty on the part of the conquerors, there were 
some good men among them, who had not ko 
learned Christ. Some, whose names are lo.st 
amidst the glory of warlike triumph, a.v.4 v'wi 
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pomp of martial fame, whose names 
corded in the history of their country, but stand 
written in the Lamb's book of life, as those wlio 
hftve turned many to righteousness. 

"There have been Roman Catholic Missiona- 
ries who, in many tilings, set a pattern worthy of 
imitation. With indefatigable zeal they travel- 
led through distant lands to propagate iheir 
faith, endured hardships of every kind, carried 
on their enterprise through unknown difficulties, 
persevering till all obstacles gave way before 
them. They went over a large portion of the 
continent of India, and many of tlie adjacent 
islands; they visited the great empire of Japan; 
and fearlessly entered the very heart of China. 
The dark continent of Africa was also visited 
by them, with a view to bringing its fierce inha- 
bilitnts under their dominion. But over the 
history of tliis Mission, religion weeps, and hu- 
manity shudders. Let us pass by for the present, 

proceed to one that baa a bright aa well as 
dark side." 

How very diflerent this account is to the 
one yuu gave us before," suid Etnoiai "then* it 
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was the preachers who suffered, not the lieathi 
nothing was done by the apostles to make their 
hearers renounce idolatry, except trying to con- 
vince them by argument, how foolish it was." 

" The religion of Jesua Christ, my dear young 
friends," replied Mrs. Mortimer, "requires no 
sword to assist its progress but the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God. Our Missiona- 
ries are required to follow the example of their 
divine Master and his Apostles, — to go in the 
meekness ofwisdom.and to conquer by love. The 
history of modein Missions has proved the excel- 
lence of this method by instances of its success. 
"We will, for a moment, just glance at the 
'Pilgrim Fathers' of the United States: those 
pious and holy men, who were driven by the 
strong arm of power from their own dear home 
and English sanctuaries; they sought Uberty of 
conscience in newly discovered regions, and after 
encountering difficulties known only to first set- 
tlers, they were at length enabled to sit under 
their own vine and fig-tree, and to worship God 
» according to the dictates of their own conscicnca. 
To bring the heathen to God, was aWa-j'^^'iia-^ 
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f their religion. The labours of their 
the 'apOBtle to the Indians,' the Mayhews, 
Jonathan Edwards, firainerd, and others, fur- 
nish an interesting and instructive story of the 
Missionary faith, labour, trial, and conquest ; 
especially in contrast with the dark picture of 
Popisli cruelty we have just been contem- 
plating. 

"Tlie Danish Mission to the Coromandel 
Coast, ill the EasUlndies, in the beginning of 
the eighteenth century, claims our notice; not 
only on atcount of the sufferings endured by its 
ministei's, fi'om {lecuniary embarmssments, and 
the hostility of the natives, but from the perse- 
cution of the Roman Catholics ; who, jealous of 
any teachers but those of their own sect, sought 
to expel the newly arrived Missionaries from the 
country, and endeavoured, in every possible way, 
to prejudice the people against them. But pure 
religion triumphed over all their arts. One of 
the most interesting circumstances of this Mis- 
sion, is connected with the piety and reputation 
of the admirable Swartz, whose duiracter is a 
stndv for all future Mis! 



)t only devoted himself to the spiritual 
1 of the natives, but by his wisdom, 
integrity, and address, was enabled greatly to 
lessen tlie calamities of war, and the horrors of 
famine. Such was the high estimation in which 
his character was held, that the Rajah of Tan- 
jore placed his portrait among the princes of the 
country, in his own audience chambei'. The 
British East India Company, also testified their 
veneration of the man, by erecting a monument 
to his memory at Madras. 

" It does not fall to the lot of Missionaries in 
general to be thus honoured on earth, but tlieir 
record is on high; and He who holds the stars 
in his right hand, has them in remembrance,— 
this is their reward. 

"The Moravian Mission is, in every sense, 
worthy of attention. This interesting people 
are descended from the Hussites of Bohemia, 
and were the subjects of long and grievous per- 
secution. They at length met with a friend in 
Count Zinzendorff, who encouraged their Mis- 
sionary spirit, and assisted them in various ways; 
so that in the course of eight or nine ^ewsA'^^'^' 
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persecuted and scattered little band sent (i 
Missionaries to Greenland, and to several of the 
West India Islands; also to the Indians of 
Nortli America, to Lapland, Tartnry, Guinea, 
the Cape of Good Hope, and the Island of 
Ceylon. After this, they extended their Mission 
to various other places. The whole history of 
their operations is so full of touching instances 
of holy heroism, patient self-denial, lively faith, 
and entire dependance upon Divine providence, 
that it will be quite a treat for you to read it." 

" Aunt, you are taking us all over the world," 
Baid Margaret ; " and where arc we to find books 
to read about alt these people, and when shull we 
find time to read them ?" 

"The supply of suitable books for you to 

read," said Mrs. Mortimer, "formed part of our 

. conversation at HadJon-Hall, while you young 

L ibiks were enjoying yourselves in the garden; 

and Mrs. Harrison, Mrs. Stanley, and myself, 

kgreed to form a small library for this purpose. 

L We have selected from our own bf>oks several 

I workscontainingconsiderableinformation, which 

we mean to lend to all the working members of 
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our little society, in turn ; and if any other friends 
wish to benefit by tliis ariangement, they may 
have the privilege, by subscribing one shilling 
per quarter towards tlie 'Orphan Fund.' I am 
happy to inform you, I have also the promise of 
some other books to add to our own; besides 
the loan of many valuable works from the library 
of a gentleman who wishes well to the cause. In 
this way you will have an abundant supply of 
books; and as for time, you have all much at 
your disposal, and you may gain much more by 
rising an liour earlier every morning. 

" Our own countryman, the celebrated Whit- 
field, may be here mentioned, not only as a 
Missionary at home, but also as a Missionary 
in America. With what indescribable zeal did 
he go from place to place in our own country, 
and proclaim the gospel to thousands of attentive 
hearers I The Spirit of God owned and blessed 
the word, in a most remarkable manner; he was 
delivered from the evil designs of his enemies; 
and he lived to cross and re-eross the Atlantic 
repeatedly, that he might carry on the glorious 
work in both countries; and though iva ao'iviX'j 




I tot Foreign Missions was the immediate result 
* of his labours, the flame lie kindled in the hearts 
of many holy men and women, prepared the 
way for their entering upon the work. 

"TlleWesleyan Methodist Mission forms ano- 
ther important link in the chain of Missionary 
enterprise; not that they at that time entered 
upon any preconcerted plan of Missionary la- 
bour; tlieir success appears to have arisen in the 
first instance from a train of circumstances 
strikingly providential. 

" Mr. Gilbert, speaker of the House of As- 
sembly in Antigua, visited England for the 
benefit of liis health, and became a convert to 
the gospel under the preaching of Mr, Wesley. 
Upon his return, being deeply sensible of the im. 
portanee of salvation, he laboured for the con- 
version, not only of the white population, but 
also of the negro slave; and notwithstanding all 
the opposition he met with, he succeeded in 
farming n Christian society of two hundred per. 
sons, over whom he watched with fidelity and 
Hndemess till his death. 

"Many years after ihi!>, the leinuins of this 



67 

uiteresting society were gathered together Ly a 
shipwright, named Baxter, a Methodist, who 
went to Antigua in the employ of Government. 
This zealous man devoted what time he could 
spare from his engagements in business, and in 
a few years raised a society of nearly two thou- 
sand. At length he relinquished his profitable 
situation, and gave himself up entirely to the 
service of God. 

"After this. Dr. Coke, with two other preach- 
ers, embarked for Nova Scotia. A succession 
of storms prevented their reaching the place of 
destination, and they visited the West-Indies. 
This, under the good providence of God, led to 
the establishment of Missions at Antigua, St. 
Vincent's, Barbadoes, Jamaica, and many other 
of the West-Indian Islands. 

" Reproaches, revilings, and difficulties almost 
appalling, were the reward th^ met with from 
men; but He who sittelh in the heavens was with 
them to guide their efibrts, and abundantly to 
bless their labours. Atone time the title of the 
'Kegro's Parson,' was considered the most dis. 
graceful that could be bestowed upon the ^ircasAv- 



crs, though tliey bore it as a mark of honour; 
nor have they since shrunk from more violent 
persecution, when they, with their brethren of 
other denominations, manfu]]y stood up for the 
rights of the slave; and though, for a season, 
they were driven from their stations, they were 
not silenced, as they only lifted up their voices 
more loudly in this land of freedom, and Joined 
with all other philanthropists to petition for the 
'Abolition of Slavery.' This great object bos 
been gained, and now their schools, congrega. 
tions, and churches, are a cause of rejoicing to 
every christian mind. 

■' The heart of Dr. Coke was so filled with 
true missionary ardour, that he could not rest 
without enileavouring to enlist the energies of 
his friends in behalf of t)ic eastern world. His 
friends do not seem to have been equiJIy sniu 
guine with himself; they saw 'a lion in the way,' 
and urged, as one hindrance, the great expense 
attending such an undertaking. To obviate this 
difficulty, he offered to advance the liberal sum 
of six thousand pounds from his own fortune. 
After VRrious debates, bo at last soiled under the 



sanction of Conference, for Ceylon, taking 

him a little band of Missionaric 

" Here we must pause, and drop the tear of 
sympathy with his sorrowing friends and com. 
panions, who were left as orphans far from home 
and country sailing on the mighty deep, deprived 
by death of their guide and father; for this man 
of God died on his passage, aged sixty-six. 

"This mournful event is among the many 
mysterious dispensations of that Providence 
which says, 'cease from man whose breath is in 
his nostrils,' His life seemed to be of the utmost 
importance for the welfare of the Mission, and 
the friends who went out with him were placed 
in circumstances of peculiar trial; but God has 
prospered his own cause, and the Wesleyan Mis- 
sion has been made a blessing to multitudes. 

"We may just notice in passing on, that in 
17*4, some eminent pastors in the west of Scot- 
land, had their minds drawn out to this subject, 
and set on foot a concert for prayer, which was 
carried on for tiwo years; at the end of which 
lime they published a memorial expressive of 
their views, and entreated the assistance and 
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concurrence of their brethren in Christ, both at 
home and abroad. 

"In 17B4 similar feelings had spread through 
various parta of England. At an Association 
of Baptist Ministers and friends, held at Not- 
tingham, including delegates from Northampton 
and neighbouring places, it was resolved to estab- 
lish a prayer-meeting for the general revival of 
religion, to be held on the first Monday in every 
month. In nsG anotlier meeting of Baptists 
was held in Warwickshire, when the same de- 
sire for a revival of religion was manifested, and 
the same resolution adopted. This, you will at 
once perceive, was tlie oi'igin of our Monthly 
Missionary Prayer-meetings, which are now so 
universal, and in which we so cordially unite. 
Time will not allow us to enter more largely this 
evening into the history of Baptist Missions, 
which follows next in order of time, and is in 
every way deserving our attention. It shall, 
tlierefore be deferred till our next meeting." 

"I think we ought to move a vote of thanks 
lo cousin Margaret," said Amelia, "as I un. 
derstand it u U her request aunt luu indulged 




ivith this agreeable and interesting 



"Yes, yes," was the general response, "and 
for our new Missionary Library too, as that arose 
from the same soui-ce." 

Margaret held up her blushing fcce, and said, 
" Cousin, I did not think aunt would tell us half 
so much as she has; I only expected a few pretty 
tales, that she could remember as we sat at 

"Well, then," said Emma, "we will thank you 
for the hint, and your kind aunt for carrying out 
the plan; and all our other kind friends, for 
promoting our pleasure and improvement, by 
providing us with suitable books. I have said 
farewell for ever to Mr. Dickenson's libraiy, 
and hope to pi'evail on my sisters to do the 

Caroline Fletcher inquired when she might 
be favoured with one of the books which had 
been spoken of. 

Mrs. Mortimer told her, they would be ready 
in a few days, as Harriet and Amelia would 
assist in entering the names in the bwiVa, \n^- 
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ther with a notice^ as to how long each was 
to be kept; and a rule^ that if they were not 
passed on at the proper time, a forfeit would 
be incurred. 

It was then decided to wait till the next meet- 
ing for the books, when a list of them should be 
read over, and a r^;ular plan of reading pro- 
posed. After this the party separated as on 
former occasions. 



I. Fludier's—Orlglii of ^ptbt MJsaLoni— Mr. 
Of In IdiUii— Scnplures Daot- 
mllBge— Advantage of Miarions 

ulbeSlsieilatfaeWeit-lDdlei— Wnurn AMcn—Dr. Cue;'! 

iucG«is — BitralnK of Ifae prlDdnK-olBce, the work mK hindered 

bjr 11 — Hov Dr. Corey Isamed tu many Umguagn.— Ad Lmpor- 

lant IcHOP — Suttees. 

Carolinb Fletcher came to tlie meeting 
this afternoon rather later than usual, — her 
face bright with smiles, as slic was the bearer 
of ail important message fram her mamma; 
namely, an invitation to Mrs. Mortimer and her 
young associates, to hold the next meeting at her 
house; when she hoped to have the pleasure of 
assisting them in their work, as well as learning 
something more of their proceedings. 

This invitation was cheeifully accepted by 
Mrs. Mortimei', as it opened another probable 
source of usefulness. Iti tlie first place, Mrs. 
Fletcher and her elder daughters would assist 
in the work, and thus help theut; and vci. 'i* 



next, tlic reading and conversation miglit induce 
some of the young ladies to connect themselves 
pennanenlly with the society. 

Emma Heradine hoped there would be no in- 
terruption in the reading, in consequence of their 
meeting at Mrs. Fletcher's, but that they should 
go on as usual with the history of Missions. 

Harriet observed, that her mamma had been 
saying she should very much like to have the 
meeting occasionally held at their house, and 
intended speaking to her aunt about it; and she 
was sure tbey should wish to have the reading 
continued. 

Mrs. Mortimer said, she was always glad to 
see her young friends on these occasions; but if 
other ladies wished to have meetings at their 
houses.it appeared desirable to meet their wishes, 
as it would strengthen their cause, and produce 
harmony and good feeling amongst them; but 
it must ever be remembered, that they should 
not break their rules, nor lose sight of Uieif 
mutual improvement. 

"Wc will now proceed," said she, "with our 
I •Mount of the origin of the Baptist Miiision. 
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"]n the year 1791, the Baptist Ass 
held their Meeting at Clipatone, in Northamp. 
tonshirc. Atler the public service, the Rev. Wm. 
Carey of Leicester, whose heart had long been 
intently set upon sending the Gospel to the 
Heathen, proposed the inquiry, 'Whether it was 
not practicable and their bounden duty, to at- 
tempt spreading the Gospel in heathen lands.' 

"The conversation that followed this question, 
led to the publication of a pamphlet by him, 
which was well received, and widely circulated. 
He was also appointed to preach at the suc- 
ceeding Annual Meeting at Nottinghoni, when 
he followed up the subject, and urged the 
brethren 'to attempt great things fur God, and 
expect great things from God.' This good man 
had been a village-shoemaker; yet no false 
modesty kept him from withholding his opinion 
from his friends. His mind was powerfully 
convinced, that God would open before them 
a 'wide and effectual duor, that no man could 
shut,' and duty called upon them to enter upon 
the work, 

"About the time of Dr. Coke's first visit, to 



ihe West-Indies, a few Baptist ministers met at 
Kettering, in Northamptonshire, lo form a Mis- 
sionary Society; and so exceedingly small were 
the funds at the commencement, that the origi- 
nal subscription amounted to no more than thir- 
teen pounds two shillings and sixpence. This 
feeble beginning was soon evidently owned of 
God, and contributions poured in upon them 
from various quarters. Not only did the Bap- 
tist churches encourage the undertaking, but 
friends of other denominations lent them a help- 
ing hand. The heaven ly-mindeil Samuel Pearce 
of Birmingham, was present at their meeting, 
and on his return home, he so successfully re- 
presented the object to his own people, that he 
had the pleasure of forwarding to the new 
Society seventy poiuids. London, Bristol, Giro- 
bridge, Newcastle, Plymouth. Dock, Sic besides 
various places in Hampshire, Wiltshire, Bed- 
fordshire, Essex, Suffolk, and Kent, rendered 
their assistance. The churches of the West- 
Riding of Yorkshire alone, transmitted four 
hundred pounds. 
"Mr.Thomas, surgeon of an lndiamHn,upioiis 
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and intelligent man, who deeply felt and eom- 
miserated the miserable condition of the thou* 
sands, yea, millions of idolaters in India; and 
whose residence among tliem qualified him to 
form a correct estimate of their sin and degra- 
dation, returned to England about tltis time, 
full of anxiety and earnest desire to do some- 
thing to improve their condition. The provi- 
dence of God introduced him to this small 
company of holy men: his information and ad. 
vice weie of vast importance to the completion 
of their plan; and after a variety of difficulties, 
disappointments, and delays, he sailed in a 
Danish ship, with Mr. (afterwards the celebrated 
Dr.) Carey, for the EasUlndies, in June, 1793, 
and landed safely in Bengal the following 
November. 

"On their arrival, fresh difficulties awaited 
them; they were forbidden by their own coun- 
trymen, to commence their work of faith and 
labour of love among the poor Hindoos; and 
such was the power of the British East-India 
Company at that time, that these excellent men 
were actually compelled to take shelter undec 
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It Serampore, near Cal- 
11 home. Trying as 
a flesh and blood, it 
IS of the Cross, from 
1 the only wny that 



tlieDanisIi Government ai 
culta, or im mediately n 

did not deter these champioi 
entering upon their work i 
remained for them. 

"Many painful hindrances, and perplexing 
events agitated their minds. Mr. Carey was 
reduced to the necessity of taking a situation in 
some indigo works; but he always kept the main 
object in view, and, wherever he could, spoke a 
word for his Master. After spending several 
years of alternate hopes and fears, they settled 
at Serampore, and were shortly after joined by 
Messrs. Marshman and Ward, who were fol- 
lowed by others. The most glorious and asto- 
nishing results have arisen from iheir untiring 
labours. 

"Chiefly through the talent and persevering 
industry of Dr. Carey, the Scriptures have been 
translated into many languages of the East. 
Grammars, dictionaries, and other useful works 
have been printed, by which means the difliculty 
of acquiring a knowledge of the different dialecU, 



by fiitiire Missionarii's is greatly lessened; and 
ihe advantages derived by the natives from these 
works, is beyond our power to ealcidate. 

" As preachers of tlic gospel they have been 
very successfiilj and the benefit of their labour 
is felt far and wide over continental India; also 
in Ceylon, Java, Sumatra, and many otiier places. 
Some of the Brahmins are among their converts, 
as well as other natives of high casle. Nor has 
their success been confined to the heathen, as 
many Europeans have heard the word from their 
lips, which has been as 'seed sown in good 
ground, and brought forth some an hundred, 
some sixty, and some thirty fold.' 

"Schools for both native girls and boys have 
been established, besides a College for the pro. 
motion of general education in connection with 
Christianity in India, where numbers of Hindoo 
yonths have been trained. 

"Great credit is due to the Baptist Missionaries 
for their persevering zeal in trying to improve 
the condition of the degraded natives; in endea- 
vouring to abolish Suttees, and other cruel prac- 
tices attending their superstitious rites-, w^'i^.w 
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calling the altemion of the British public to the 
situation of their fellow.subjecta in India. Their 
voice has been heard in the high places of our 
land, has reached the tlirone of England, and 
has already eflbeted much, both in favour of Mis- 
sions, and towards the overthrow of Idolatiy. 

"The Baptists have also done great things in 
the West-Indies. The emancipated negroes owe 
them much; — they nobly and boldly stood for. 
ward in the cause of freedom; — they faithfully 
watched its progress ;— they stood by tlie slave 
during the abominable ayslcm of apprentice 
ship;— nor did they rest from tlicir efforts, till 
they beheld the Black Man stand erect and free, 
as 'a man and a brother.' The christian ne- 
groes understand the value of this boon, and 
make the most gratcfiil return to their teachers. 
Their love and affection are a beautiful comment 
upon the words of the apostle; they do indeed 
'eatccm tlieir ministers very highly in love, for 
their works' sake.' The liberality of the negroes 
ID Hlt«rnpting to spread the gospel, is BHOlher 
bright feature in ihcir character. 

"Anotbcr important Station octiupiud by tlic 
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Baptist Brethren, ia on the Western Coast of 
Arrica; this has not made much progress at 
present, but is calculated to be of immense ser- 
vice in that quarter of the world, and will no 
doubt eventually be crowned with great success. 
God is every where blessing his servants, and 
they can already reckon their converts by thou- 
sands, both in the East and in the West. We 
heartily rejoice in the good they are doing, and 
cordially bid them 'God speed.' 

"Dr. Carey finally overcame all the troubles 
and dangers to which he was exposed; his in- 
tegrity and learning advanced him to the highest 
literary honours ; and the men who would at one 
time willingly have banished him from the coun- 
try, were aftenrards glad to avail themselves of 
his superior learning and ability, to promote 
their own interests. His name was an assu- 
rance of the success of any new undertaking; 
and it was not uncommon to hear it said, 'If 
old Carey patronizes the thing, it will be sure 
to prosper.' " 

"I think, aunt," said Harriet, "I remember 
hearing or reading, that the priuting-ofEct «^ 
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Serampore was burnt down, and all ttie types 
and presses destroyed, besides a great quantity 
of paper, and the boolts they had in progress. 
What a dreadful calamity it wrs.' How did 
they get over it?" 

"It WHS indeed," said Mrs. Mortimer, "a de- 
plorable circumstance, and must have affected 
the Missionaries very powerfiiJIy at the time, as 
it seemed so likely to retard their usefulness. 
But in this Cod was better to them than all their 
fears, Lhey were enabled to set to work again 
sooner than lhey expected,- and so far from the 
Mission sustaining any loss in money, the funds 
were increased by it. The Britisli thurches 
voluntarily came forward to meet llie demand. 
Andrew Fuller preached sermons, and made 
collections from town to town, and county to 
county, both among Independents and Baptists; 
and invitations for him to preacli were sent from 
all parts, till lie was compelled to say it is more 
than enough. And thus this apparently unto- 
ward event was overnilcd fur good; tlie lovu 
and liberalityofthcChristinii church was proved; 
belter and more commodious premises were 



erected ; superior types procured, and every thing 
prepared for carrying on, upon an enlarged and 
improved scale, that great work in whicli they 
had engaged." 

"What a sad thing it was," said Emma, "that 
Mr. Carey could not at once enter upon his 
work as a Missionary, but lost so much time in 
attending to business. How painful it must 
have been to him, to be plodding at accounts, 
when he wanted to engage in preaching." 

"Doubtless," replied Mrs. Mortimer, "at the 
lime he felt it as a galling yoke; but I think if 
we view the case in all its bearings, we shall 
readily admit that this is one of the numerous 
things which men design for evil, but God over- 
rules for good. Perhaps if no obstacle had 
presented itself, he might have entered upon 
his work without due preparation, and thus have 
defeated his own designs. While his way was 
hedged up, he never relaxed from his purpose, 
but embraced every opportunityof acquiiinguot 
only the language of the country, but a correct 
knowledge of their manners and customs; also a 
; acquaintance with (hxxc wv-j'iwi. 
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'tlieir'Go(]sinaiiy,ai)d tlieir Lords many;' 
by wliich means he was belter tiuulifiecl to eiiier 
upon his important labours. The intercourse 
lie held with the natives during all itiis period, 
perhaps opened a way for him which, humanly 
speaking, nothing elsi; could have done. He 
was also enabled to see more of the country, 
and had frequent means of observing human 
nature under various aspects. All this addl. 
tional experience to a mind like his, was of infi- 
nite importance to the future success of the 
Mission. One false step would have been 
highly injurious to the infant cause, and here 
was the leader gaining, in the school of adver. 
sity, that wisdom which God afterwards enabled 
him to employ to such eminent advantage. No 
man appeared to know the Hindoo character 
better than Dr. Carey; and no man ever so well 
understood the various lunguages of the East, or 
more largely benefitted posletily by his nume. 

translations." 
L "How did he acquire the knowledge of so 
ly languages?" inquired Mary Heradine. 
"By dint of induntry and perseverance," re- 



plied Mrs. Mortimer. " Before he left England, 
he had given sufficient evidence that his mind 
was such as to fit him for extensive usefulness; 
we may say God had given him a peculiar 
talent for learning Languages, and this talent, 
as weil as every other, he used for the glory 
of God, and the good of mankind. Besides 
the numerous ti ansktions of the Scriptures that 
were printed at Serampore, thousands, nay, tens 
of thousands of religious tracts, and various 
other useful publications were sent out, which 
may prove a blessing to the world down to the 
latest ages. 

"An important lesson is held out to you, my 
young friends, in the conduct and character of 
Dr. Carey, which you would do well to imitate; 
not that I think you are likely to be called upon 
to quit your country, or engage in the transla- 
tion of the Scriptures. I simply mean, that as 
you alt have duties to perform, both relative and 
social, you should cheerfully enter upon those 
deities, though they may sometimes be paiuful. 
You each have at least one talent committed 
to you; see that by diligence and cace ^je,\iTl\^^^Ji 




it two, or five, or even ten; never shrink fi 
an importnnt work on account of the trouble 
may occasion ; and if you at first appear to fail 
in any undertaking, do not be discouraged, but 
persevere till you attain your end. You will 
do well to adopt tlie motto so often repeated in 
our Infant Schools, 'Try, try; try again.'" 

"What do you mean by the Missionaries en- 
deavouring to abolish Suttees^" asked Caroline. 

"Suttee, my dear," said Mrs. M. "is a name 
given to the Hindoo woman who is burned on 
the funeral pile of her dead husband- If you 
will bring me the green book which lies on the 
other table, I will shew you a picture of a Suttee, 
and give you a description of the ceremony." 

"Thank you, aunt," said Caroline, as she 
hastened to bring the book. 

The engraving was soon found, and when ihc 
young party had expressed their feelings at so 
shocking a scene, Mrs. M. gave, in the words 
of an eye-witness, the following account: — 

" We found the body of the deceased hus. 

id lying upon a couch, covered with a piece 
fti white cotton, and strewed with betel leaves. 



The woman, who was to be the victim, sat upon 
the couch, with her face turned towards that of 
the (lead man; she was richly adoi'ned, and held 
a little green branch in her right hand, with 
which she drove away the flies from the body. 
She seemed !ike one buried in the most profound 
meditation, yet betrayed no signs of fear. Many 
of her relations attended on her, who, at stated 
intervals, struck up various kinds of music. 

"The pile was made by driving green bamboo 
stakesintotheearth,bctwccn which was first laid 
fire-wood, very dry and combustible; upon this 
was put a quantity of dry straw or reeds, be- 
smeared with grease; this was done alternately, 
till the pile was five feet in height, and the whole 
was then strewed with rosin finely powdered. 
A white cotton sheet, which had been washed 
in the Ganges, was then spread over the pile, 
and the whole was ready for the reception of the 

"The widow was now admonished by a priest, 
that it was time to begin the rites. She was 
then surrounded by women who offeied her 
betel, and besought her to supplicate favowvafai 



tliem wlicn she joined her husband in ttie |ire- 
sencc of Ram, or their highest god ; and, above 
all, that she would salute their deceased friends, 
whom she might meet in the celestial mansions, 

" In the mean time, the body of the husband 
was taken and washed in the river. The woman 
was also led to the Ganges for ablution, where 
she divested herself of all her ornaments. Her 
head was covered with a piece of silk, and a 
cloth was tied round her body, in which the 
priest put some parched rice. 

"She then took a farewell of her friends, and 
was conducted by Iwo of her female relations 
to the pile. When she came to it, she scattered 
flowej's and parched rice upon the spectators, 
and put some rice into the mouth of ihe corpse^ 
Two priests next led licr three times round it, 
while she threw rice among the hy-aiandera, 
who gathered it up with great eagerness. The 
last time she went round, she placed a little 
enrtlicn burning lamp at each of the four cor- 
ners of tlie pile, then laid herself down on the 
right side, next to ihc body, which she embraced 



with both her arms; a piece of white cotton 
was spread over them both, they were boimd 
together with two easy bandages, and a quantity 
of firewood, straWj and rosin was laid upoa them. 
In the last plate, her nearest relation, to whom, 
on the banks of the river, she had given her 
nose-jewels, came with a burning torch and set 
the straw on fire, and in a moment the whole 
was in flames. The noise of drums^ and the 
shouts of the spectators were such, that the 
shrielts of tlic misernble woman, if she uttered 
any, could not have been heard." 

"Now, Caroline, you know what a Suttee is, 
and you may now better understand the mean- 
ing of that Scripture, 'the dark places of the 
earth are full of the habitations of cruelty.' Well 
may we pray that the pure worship of the Lord 
may soon take the place of the bloody lites 
of idolatry I" 
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CHAPTER VI. 



HestiliK or tbo [MTtj U Ui>. Fletcbcr'i— Making (KkIu to Hud 
to AMu— Iidpn»em«it In CarollDB— Subject lor the eicolng. 
LoDdoD HluLonarr Bocletj— MoUce dT Ibe Cbarcb Hluloiur; 
Sadcty_Ileuon (or tbg muDC of l^ondon Mlailonuy Sadd;— 
CivU. Cook ft Bllgh—Suiub Sea liUndt— Cooli'i cipedltiaa— 

glan—The Countw or lIunUngdoD—Dr. llii»eii--Nli>li]ii 
q4rilU »r. Fjne'i ordiiuulon— UnUng Iq Londna, Dr. Hn 
nddTBit — Opldlob or unothcr writor on the Soutb Sea 
Uodo of lending out the HlulonorEci — Pufchaae ol 




Bf ths UluloDUIn — Eoiplofnuint ( 

ADecdots— Cipt. C 

FohIh— Ur. BUwin—FesB Stemit— Muida oT 
ThB Kfaooodd. 

Thh party met this evening, according to 
appointment, at Mrs. Fletcher's. Mrs. Morti- 
mer was highly gratified by finding every tiling 
suitably arranged for their convenience and com- 
fort. A large table stood in the middle of the 
I'ooni, furnished wiili working materials, ready 
for their use; at which Mrs. Fletcher, her 
daughters, and two other ladies were sitting at 
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The members of the society were cordially 
welcomed by Caroline aiid her mamma, and in- 
troduced to the visiters; whom they were happy 
to find busily engaged in making plain frocks, 
with the intention of sending them to Africa. 

Mrs. Fletcher and her two friends had been, 
the day before, making some purchases at a 
draper's shop, when a quantity of very cheap 
remnants of print was shewn them. Caroline 
was with them, and begged to have some pur- 
chased to make little frocks and pinafores for the 
poor bitshmen's children. As they wished to aid 
Mrs. Mortimer's benevolent plan, they granted 
Caroline's request; ami found they should be 
able to make from these remnants, a dozen 
frocks, and halfji-dozen pinafores, at o very 
trifling cost. 

This was very good news to the visitei's, 
who were' so deeply interested in much-injured 
Africa. They all begged to be allowed to assist 
in frock-making; and each entered upon tlie 
work with a spirit worthy of the occasion. The 
society's bag, on this account, was not opened; 
as it was considered of more imponaiicc to finish 
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^Kse little lire 
work. 

Caroline," said Mrs. Fletchei-, "has informed 
your meetings are conducted, 
end haa frequently given pleasing accounts of 
the reading and conversation. I am sure they 
must have been very interesting, to induce my 
daughter to like working and rending, sinLV she 
wed to dislike any kind of application, and 
would seldom read any tiling except a story 
book." 

It was this complete change in Caroline, which 
led Mrs. Fletcher to entertain so favourable an 
opinion of the society, and induced her to in- 
vite the party to meet at her house. She begged 
Mrs. Mortimer lo make herself quite at home, 
and to preside over the meeting, that every 
thing might be conducted in the usual way. 

Mrs. Mortimer, on behalf of herself and her 
young friends, thanked Mrs. Fletcher for her 
kindness, and expressed a hope, tlmt all Uieir 
future meetings might be os pleasant and pro« 
fitablc as the ]>ast. "It is extremely grnti- 
^ng," said site, ''to hear r>f the improvement 



of any members of the society, as this is one 
object to be gained. 'To get good, as well as 
to do good,' is the motto with which you set 
out. I am afraid some of the ladies may be 
disappointed in the subject for this evening, as 
it is a mere sketch or outline drawn up for the 
younger part of the company, at the request of 
my little niece, who wished to know the origin 
of the 'London Missionary Society;' and as 
the request was equally urged by all the young 
party, I have, at some former meetings, just 
glanced at several other Societies actuated by 
the same motive, and connected with the same 
end. To-night comes, in order of time, tlie 
London Missionary Society, which we are 
pledged to assist by our work, — by our contri- 
butions, — and by our prayers." 

The ladies assured her the information would 
be equally useful and agreeable, as they knew 
very little about the commencement of Mis- 
sionary Societies; and, living in such a retired 
village, they had no opportunity of attending 
public meetings, and, consequently, had felt 
Jittle interest in such things till lately. 
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" Mrs. Mortimer," said Mary Heradinc, "yt 
ve told us about the Moravian, ihe Metho- 
I dist, and the Baptist Missions; but we have 
I-, beard nothing about the Church Missionaiy 
1 . Society " 

Mrs. Mortimer replied, "I have endeavoured 
to bring the diiTcrent Societies before you in suc- 
cession, as they were originated. The Church 
of England had their 'Society for Promoting 
Christian Knowledge,' l>efore nmny of the in- 
stitutions I have referred lo, which, without 
doubt, was productive of good; but the Church 
Missionary Society was not formed till some 
years after the other Societies were in active 
operation. Their Missionaries are now doing 
a great deal of good, and labour with the others 
in the common cause of evangelising tlic world. 
They have, in difTercnt parts, a number of liuly 
and devoted men, whom we heartily thank God 
lor sending into his vineyard." 

Emma ilcradinc wished to know, why our 
wety was called the London Missionary Scp- 
II picferenra U> luiy other name, as people 
from all pails ujipcaicd to be united in hf 



"The Society," answered Mrs. Mortimer, 
"was first instituted in London; most of its first 
meetings were held there; the principal agents 
for carrying on its business transactions lived 
in or near London; besides which, any thing 
like a party name was avoided, because chris- 
tians of various sects united with its founders. 
Pious Churchmen, members of the Lutheran 
Church, members of the Coimtess of Hunting- 
don's connexion, Presbyterians, Quakers, Bap- 
tists, and Independents, all lent their aid to the 
great enterprise of sending forth tliat gospel 
light and tmth, which have been ' mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strong- 
holds' of sin and Satan. It would scarcely be 
wise now to alter the name, as the London 
Missionary Society is pretty well known, not 
only in Great Britain, but in most parts of the 
civilized world. 

"We will, if you please, begin the account 
of this Society; and, by way of introduction, 
it will be interesting to revert to that renowned 
navigator. Captain Cook. The account of his 
voyages, as well as the history of the » 
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I of the ship Bmnlt/, cominnndeil by Captain 
'- Bligh, both tended to bring the South Sea Is. 
lands into notice among Europeans. 

"Cook was sent out by the British Govern, 
ment, and under the patronage of George the 
Third; partly on a Voyage of Discovery, but 
chiefly to serve the purposes of Philosophy and 
Science. It had been calculated by astrono. 
mers, that a transit of Venus over the sun's 
disk would happen in I769, and it was judged 
that the best place for observing it would be 
in some part of the South Sea; either at the 
Marquesas oi- the Friendly Isles. This being 
a matter of great consequence in Astronomy, 
the affair was taken up by the Royal Society 
with gi'eat zeal. A long memorial was sent to 
the King, representing the importance of the 
L plgect, and entreating, among other things, that 
■ S vessel might be provided at the expense of 
■IGovernment, for the conveyance of suitable 
D make the observation. The under. 
Iking was warmly espoused by scientific men; 
the Lords of the Admiralty provided a ship, 
1 every encouragement was given towoids 
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this endeavour to promote tlie knowledge of 
Astronomy. Nor were other branches of 
science overlooked; Geography and Natural 
History were greatly aided by this undertaking. 
All passible care was taken to secure competent 
scientific men; the utmost liberality was dis- 
played on the part of the Government, and no 
expense or trouble were spared to ensure the 
success of the enterprise. 

"Cook, as Lieutenant of His Majesty's ship 
Endeavour, had the command of the under- 
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tcience, we have to view it as leading to higher 
and holier ends, — to the accomplishment of pur- 
poses, planned in the counsels of eternity. 

"Little did the astronomers imagine, that 
their observation of a bright planet passing over 
the still brighter sun Jn a Southern Hemisghece, 



WBS preparing the wny for the Sun of rigliieous. 
nefia to arise, shedding light and life in his on- 
ward career, till the great prophetic promise 
shall be fulfilled, and 'the islands of the sea 
shall stretch out their hands unto God.' 

"Little did the Lords of the Admiralty 
dream, when the Endeavour was fitted out, 
that they were employed by the Most High 
to point out a 'path in the sea — a way for the 
ransomed of the Lord to pass over:' yet this 
was actually the case. The Duff followed the 
course of Capt. Cook; the Missionaries, like 
him, anchored in Matavai Bay: his previous 
ac(]Uaintance with the natives was of immense 
service to them, and upon their first landing a 
friendly intercourse was speedily commenced. 
'Verily God is King in Zion,' end makes the 
counsels of men subservient to the enlargement 
of his church. Here again we see, that he 
has accomplished all 'according to his own 
will;' and has, from these Islands, 'redeemed 
unto himaelf a peculiar people, zealous of good 
works.' 

" In many instances, religion ha» gone before 



science; but in this ease, science went before 
religion, antl prepared the way. Natural His- 
tory, Geography, and other sciences, are greatly 
indebted to some of tlie Missionaries for many 
valuable additions. 

"When Captain Cook returned, he and his 
crew gave such a delightful account of the 
beautiful and fruitful Islands of the South Sea, 
and spoke in such glowing terms of the inno 
cence and simplicity of the islanders, that it 
became almost a universal topic. Many people 
were ready to fancy another paradise was found 
out; hut as there was little to tempt the mer. 
chant or the adventurer in a land wheie silver 
and gold were never found, no attempt was 
made to plant colonies, or open any regular 
commercial intercourse with the natives; and 
they never appear to have been visited by 
European vessels except for convenience, and 
to obtain supplies of provision or water. 

"Christians, in common with otliers, were 
greatly interested in this newly-discovered race 
of people; and considering them as fitllen chil- 
dren of Adam, and, consequently, under the 
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Ciirse, they longed to impart to them ihe bles- 
sings of the gospel. 

"Dr. Coke, who has been already mentioned, 
was impressed with the idea of sending Mis- 
sionaries to the South Sea Islanders, and though 
no steps were taken for the accomplishment of 
his wishes at that time, tlie hope was cherished 
by many, tliat at no very distant period, teachers 
would be sent to these interesting people. 

"The well-known Countess of Huntingdon, 
was exceedingly an\Jou3 to sec this Mission 
commenced; and her dying bequest kindled the 
zeal of her chaplain, Dr. Haweis, on tlieir be- 
half; who came forward with a noble liberality, 
energy, and warmth, that entitle him to a high 
rank among the 'Fathers and Founders of the 
Missionary Society." 

"The Missionary spirit had long lain dor- 
mant in moat of the churches, when a brighter 
day began to dawn upon them. Some of the 
wisest and holiest men appear to have been 
actuated by the same feeling nt the same time, 
and a strong desire lo convert llie heathen unto 
God occupied their thoughts. A meeting of 
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ministers was held at Warwick, in which 
Missionary spirit slione forth. Dr. Williams 
of Birmingham, drew up a very spirited ad- 
dress, calling the attention of ministers to the 
subject of making more vigorous and perse- 
vering efforts to spread the gospel, both at 
home and abroad. The neighbouring county 
of Worcestershire (Jan. 1795) soon followed 
this example, and shewed their willingness to 
aid the cause. 

"At the ordination of Mr. Pine, at Diixford, 
a small village in Cambridgeshire, the same feel- 
ing was manifested, and an Association formed. 
The flame soon spread to other counties, and the 
work made gradual' progress. The churches of 
Kent came forward with their aid, and the little 
leaven has leavened the British churches. 

"The Society met in London, and much de- 
liberation, prayer, and prudence, characterised 
all their proceedings. Dr. Bogue, who was af. 
terwards Tutor of the Missionary College at 
Gosport, took an active pait in all their delibe- 
rations. Many excellent men, both 
and laymen, met on the occasion; letters 
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addressed to the churches, soliciting their a 
The call was promptly answered by niiiiiben< 
who stood ready to co-operate with the Direc- 
tors of the iicwly-formed Society, upon a scale 
far beyond their most sanguine hopes. The 
first meetings of this now vast Society, used to 
be held at the Castle and Falcon, Aldersgate. 
Street, London; little anticipnting at the time, 
that no building in that gieat city would be 
found large enough to contain the multitudes 
who would flock from all parts to kee|i their 
joyfiil anniversaries in after years. Yet such 
ia the fact; for even Exeter-Hall, magnificent 
OS it is, will not suffice, witliout furnishing a 
second room, to accommodate the numbers that 



Every thing that human prudentx could do 
done, to guard against mistake, and to for- 
d this scheme of benevolence: on which 
appeared to hang the everlasting destiny of 
millions of the family of man. Dr. Haweis 
and many others, were for inakiiig their first 
■lt«mpl in llie fertile Islands of the South Sea, 
both on account of the salubrity of the climate. 
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and the supposed character of the 
say supposed character, because the painful 
experience of the first Missionaries, for many 
years, proved that the native character had 
been mistaken. 

"Dr. Hawcis drew up a beautiful address, 
proposing the subject for general consideratiorif 
and pointing out the advantages of these Islands 
over many other portions of the bcathcn world. 
I have copied part of his description for your 
instruction and amusement. The whole of it was 
inserted in the Evangelical Magazine for 1795. 

"The vast body of water whicli neparales America 
from Siberitt, Japan, China, Borneo, the Isle* of New 
Guinea, the vaet extent of New Holland, and New 
Zealand, has been, in general, termed the great South 
Sea. In the circumnavigation of variouB adven- 
turers, it had been crossed but never explored; till 
that able and courageous commander. Cook, brought 
to light countries immense, and islands innumerable, 
occupying a large space across the Southern Ocean, 
still but partially known. 

"Among these, surrounded with a cluster of islands 
alike beautiful, [lies as a queen, Otaheite, which has 
been the principal resort of our navigator?; and if 
any thing could realise the fable of the ' Oardena uf 
Heiperide«,' it teeiUB to be thii favoured isot. 
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"lu tropical situation gives It alwa^ a genial si 
wMlut, furrounded ty the sea, the iipat is tempers] 
with those refreshing breexe: which bloir alteniately 
to and from the land: and the vidssitudes of heat 
and cold in the extreme are not known. 

"Olaheile, or, ■> we ishaU in fnture call it, Tabili, 
rising into high land in the centre, containn a beatl- 
tiful border all around of level ground highly fertile, 
and beaulifully cultirated with little expense of la- 
bour, and an abundant iacrease. Nature hai >poD- 
taneoutly provided a supply of food foe the inhabi. 
tantB, in the trees that shade their habitations; par- 
ticularlf the bread-fmit tree, and the cocoa nut. 
The amazing produce of both i> well known; the 
first offering a variety of dishes of admirable relish, 
and the latter adding the most cooling and delicious 
beverage, to the most grateful and nourishing food : 
besides all the various fruits natural to a tro)iical 
climate, and tome peculiar tu these islaudi. So that 
for vegetable food, the most salutary to the human 
frame, and peculiar to thai dimate, it may be esteemed 
without a rival. 

"Nor 1* the profuiion of >weet.iccnted Bowerinfi 
•hnibt and trees leas admirable. The air i> literally 
perfumed with fragrance; and they afford oroiunent 
ai well as perfume to the beauteous Inbabitonu. 

" Hogi and fowls are abundant, and their mode of 

ciKiking is as delicious and tavonry at it is singular. 

The sea abounds with fish, which is a great ^rt of 

tkeir food. Fishing is thtir daily employment; anil 

. their lafnnuliy in catcUns them is remarkable. 
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" Under the most delightful groves, the natives have 
ert^cted their habitations; each distinct, and farmed 
according to the state of tbe occupier and his family. 

"From every survey of this pleasing abode, a Mis- 
lion would, without the least dijficnlty, Hnd ample 
meani of subaistance, and the great calls of first ne- 
censity be easily and abundantly supplied. How dif. 
ferent from the inhospitable shores of Greenland; 
the seal's oil of the Esquimaux; and Che scanty sup- 
ply of the wanderiug Indian hunter." 

"Another writer, speaking of the fertility of 
the Islands, says: — 

"The principal vegetable is the bread-fruitj to 
procure which, it is only necessary to climb a tree 
and gather it. This tree, it is true, does not grow 
of itself; but if a man plants ten of them in his life- 
time, which he may do in about au hour, he will as 
completely fulfil his duty to his own and future gene- 
rations, as the natives of out less temperate diniale 
can do, by ploughing in the cold of winter, and reap- 
ing in the summer's heat, as often as these seasons re- 
turn: even as if, after be has pnwured bread for his 
own household, he should convert a surplus into 
money, and lay it np for his children." 

"The temperature and fertility of these nu- 
merous groups of Islands, influenced the Direc- 
tors in their choice; especially as the inhabitants 
were represented as living near each other in 
large numbers, so that they could easily be. 



gathered together to listen to the cxhoriationii 
of the Missionary. 

"The mode of sending out the MissionarieSj 
was nriDther thing that required mature consi- 
deration. Several plans httving been proposed, 
and their merits duly investigated, it was at 
length decided, that the best plan would be to 
purchase a vessel, in which they might be con- 
veyed, as so many Missionaries were going: 
some to be left at one island and some at atx>- 
ther, and as there was then no regular com- 
munication with this distant part of tlie globe; 
tliey would, by this means, either send their 
agents, or hear from them more readily. They 
saw tliot the necessary equipment for so many 
persons, engaged in such an arduous under- 
taking, at so great a distance, must almost form 
the lading of a. vessel; and that if a pious man, 
suitably qualified, could be found to take the 
command of a ship belonging to the Society, 
his judgment and assistance would be of incid- 
culablc benefit to the Missionarieg. Another 
advantage arisiag from having a ship of their 
own, consisted in the libuty the Captain woulj 
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have to re-visit the Islands after he had landed 
Missionaries, so as to ascertain how they were 
treated by tlie natives. This, a mere trading 
vessel could not so well have done, even had 
the Capfain been disposed, on account of the 
time it would occupy. 

"The plan of having a ship of their own, 
was therefore agreed upon. Now, mark the 
signal provideDcc of God in the whole affair. 
When tliey had determined on having a ship, 
a captain was soon found. 

"Captain Wilson, a gentleman of high naval 
reputation, but unhappily of infidel principles, 
had retired from the sea service and settled in 
Hampshire; here he was driven from the strong- 
hold of infidelity, by the conversation and 
preaching of Mr. Griffin of Portsea; whom he 
accompanied to London, in order to be present 
at the Meeting, and also with a view of offering 
his services if required. 

"Nothing could have afforded the Directors 
and friends more entire satisfaction, at this stage 
of their proceedings, than such a proposal. It 
was joyfully accepted, and the manag^nvcnX. <i( 
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irwards put 



I part of the business was aflerwards 
into his hands. He purcliased the vessel, e 
gaged the officers and sailors, and mntcrially 
assisted them, by his skill, in every department 
ponnected with the out-Gt of a ship for a long 
voyage. For this part of the work, most of 
the Directors were altogether unfit: it was quite 
out of their way. But God, who has the hearts 
pf all in his hands, raised up this, his valued 
servant, just at the time his wisdom and expe- 
rieni^e were needed to eomplete the arrange- 
ments already made, for conveying the ministers 
of Jesus Clirist across the vast Pacific Ocean, 
that they might carry the good news of 'peace 
£arth and good will to nien/ to a people who 
d hitherto made war their chief business, and 
I' 'whose feet were swift to shed blood.' 

"The life of Captain Wilson, written by his 
stor, is another of the beautiful books you 
it read ; it is a work full of the most touching 
ddents. He was indeed 'God's man,' as ihe 

e chief so significantly called him. 
" The Missionaries having been accepted, and 
le necessary preparations completed, the auspi- 
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s ushered in, when this rich 
. the early hour of five, ajs. 

n imposing appearance. A 

ig, with three doves bearing 

ihes in their mouths, was flying on 

many of the Directors and friends 



cious morning w 

cargo embarked 

The vessel had 

splendid purple 

olive branches ii 

the mas 

were on board, and multitudes of spectators 

stood on the banks of tlie Thames to witness 

this novel scene, while they waved their hats 

and handkerchiefs as a farewell to the devoted 

Missionaries, and their gallant captain and crew. 

When they sailed, all joined in singing that 

appropriate hymn, — 



' Jeaua, al thy u 



e launch into the i 



The unusual sound of praise rising from the 
ship, arrested the attention of the sailors in 
the surrounding vessels. This ever memorable 
event took place at six o'clock in the morning, 
August lOth, 1796. 

"As they soiled down the river, the friends 
at Deptford, Gravesend, and other places, met 
them with fowls and other Hve stodc, for the 
comfort and convenience of the 



on their voyage. The vorthy Captain was a 
frienj SQcl father to the Missionaries, many of 
whom soon began to suffer dreadfully from sea 
sickness. In about a week, the ship reached 
Portsmouth, when any of the company who 
wished, had an opportunity of returning. Mrs. 
Hudson, who appears to have been a weakly, 
timjd woman, and, with the rest, had sufTered 
severely from sea sickness, found her heart fail, 
and expressed a wish to return to her friends. 
Of course her wish was complied with, and her 
husband very reluctantly left the ship with her. 
All the re«t remained steady to their purpose, 
and were much encouraged and refreshed by 
their intercourse with christian friends at Ports- 
mouth: like Paul, when they had seen the breth- 
ren, they 'thanked God and took courage.' 

"One dear little fellow, about twelve yvua 
of age, son of Mr. Cover, left the ship for ■ 
better land than England or Tahiti; he wu in 
a decline when he set out, but so desirous of 
going with his parents, that they could not 
leave him behind. His body was taken on 
shore to be buried. 
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"Vegetables, additional live stock, and every 
thing that kindness could suggest as likely to 
contribute to the Iiealth or comfort of the Mis. 
sionariea, was bountifully supplied by the friends 
at Portsmouth. 

"Thus far they had been accompanied by Dr. 
Haweis, Mr. Wilks, and Mr. Brooltsbank, who 
spent the first Sabbath on board with them. 
On that hallowed day the wind had sunk to a 
calm, so that the whole ship's crew assembled 
on the quarter-deck, and Joined in solemn prayer 
and pi'aise. The songs of Zion ascended in 
sweetest accents, while 'the children of Zion 
rejoiced in their King." 

"Now the last parting scene filled their 
minds I— now the last larewell was spoken! — 
now these &itbful ministers left them !— and 
the shores of England, endeared happy Eng. 
land, soon faded from their yiew! Thus they 
went forth, followed by the prayers of thousands 
of their christian brethren. 

"I should like you, my dear young friends, 
to think deeply upon this subject, and endeavour 
to realise the situation of these holy men and 
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women;'— bidding a Rnal farewell to friends and 
countiy.about to take a long and perilous voyage, 
surrounded with dangers of which they had no 
previous conception. Perhaps many of them 
had scarcely seen the ocean before, and had 
certainly never witnessed a aea-storm; — uncer. 
tain as to the reception tlicy should meet with, 
when they reached the place of destination; — 
having to learn a language with which they 
were totally unacquainted; — ignorant, to a great 
degree, of the manners and customs of the 
people with whom they must mingle; — besides 
which, those who were married had the care of 
their children, which must have greatly increased 
their burden, especially that of the females, who 
could expect no sympathy from the native*. 
Think of all these circumstances, and you will 
be able to form some faint idea of the sacrificea 
made by the company in the Huff, as well aa 
of the difficulty of the work they had under. 

"Oh, aunt,' Mud Amelia Bloomfleld, "iheir 
hearts must have been almoot broken when 
they lost sight of England. Surely they could 
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never beai- the thought of never, never seeing 
any of their friends again in this world." 

"Doubtless, Amelia," said her sunt, "they 
would very keenly feel the separation from kin- 
dred, and country, and friends; but they had 
pledged themselves to the service of the Lord, 
and could not go beck. Like faithful Abraham, 
they were going to sojourn in a strange land, 
which they hoped would ultimately prove to 
them 'the land of promise.' During their long 
voyage, their time was occupied with prepara- 
tory studies, — GO that the Ditff might be Justly 
called the first Missionary College. Manyof those 
who first went out were artisans, and on that 
account more likely to be useful: as mechanii: 
arts would enable them to gain favour among 
the islanders, and induce them to listen to the 
instruction offered. Some of them were ordained 
ministers, who devoted their time and talent to 
thebenefiloftheothers. Prayer and exhortation, 
with a regular course of reading, and the study 
of languagefi, was adopted by them; the advan. 
tags of which was felt and acknowledged by all. 
"The natives had been represented aa so in. 
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uid amiable, that they had no dread o 
suspicion of the cruelty and trenchery they 
afterwards witnessed." 

"But how was it," inquired Mary Heradine, 
"that such a false statement was given of their 
character?" 

"Those persons, my dear," replied Mrs. Mor- 
timer, "who only saw the natives for a short 
period, when landing to obtain provisions, wood, 
or water, found them very friendly and kind: 
always ready lo barter witli foreigners, or assist 
them with such things as ttiey required; and all 
the knowledge of their character they possessed 
was deiived from sailois: men who only looked 
at the surface, and forgot the heart They over. 
looked those deeds of darkness which were after- 
wards brought to light. They did not remem. 
her, tliat the heart is 'deceitful above all things, 
and iles[>erately wicked.' 

"I cannot suppose they designedly misled 
people by the accounts given; but as the chiefs 
appear always to have cultivated the friendship 
of foreigners, and treated them kindly, they 
Mlributed it to the natural disposition of the 
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natives, and spoke of tliem accordingly, 
deed, it appears to me, people were wilfully 
to their faults, and fancied tbem even much bet- 
ter than they were represented to be. Captain 
Cook invariably speaks of them as addicted to 
theft, and gives many instances of their dexte- 
rity at cheating his crew. Nor does he conceal 
the fact of their offering human victims in sacri- 
fice. The Island of Eixomango, even in his 
day,appears to have been notorious for treachery 
and bloodshed. The Captain was there obliged 
to use all his prudence to save himself and his 
crew from destruction. 

"Many facts shew what strange and false 
notions they had of God. The late worthy 
minister of Castle- Hedingham, Bev. R. Steven. 
son, was intimately acquainted with Mr. Har- 
wood, surgeon, who made the last voyage with 
Captain Bligh to Tahiti. He was on the most 
friendly terms with some of the Tahitians, and 
related to Mr. Stevenson, among others, the 
anecdotes which I shall now repeat. 

"Conversing one day with one of the princi- 
pal chiefs, he was very inquisitive concerning 



blind I 




tlie leligion of our vaxinlry. I told bjm, that a 
great many years ago our God came down from 
heaven, and lived thirty-three years upon earth, 
to teach us the way to heaven. ' Did hef r» 
plied the chief; 'then what a scoundrel must my 
god be; for though we have worshipped him 
continually, wc have never seen his face yell' 

" Captain Bligh took with him two Tahitioiu, 
who were employed to look after the bread-fruit 
trees on board, in their way to the West-Indies. 
One of them was taken ill on the passage; after 
two or three days, he applied to Mr. Harwood 
for relief, who gave him some medicine, the good 
effect of which he soon felt. 'Now,' said he to 
Mr. H. 'you sliall be my god; for I have been 
praying to my god these three days to heal me, 
and he has not; therefore gnu shall now be my 

a)Bo reported, that Captain Coolc was 
ihipped tw a god in Hawaii, one of the 
idwich Islands. 

"I will give you an account of this Mrangs 
transaction as it is related by Dr. Campbell, in his 
'Maritime Enterprise and Christian MissiiHi).' 
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"A tradition had existed, from time imme- 
morial, that in the golden age of their history, 
their god, Rono, was constrained by crime and 
consequent misery, to take his departure to a 
distant land; and that nhen so departing, he 
gave a promise that he would one day return 
on a floating island, furnished with every thing 
necessary to the greatness and happiness of man. 
From age to age his return was eagerly looked 
for. The arrival of Cook was viewed and hailed 
as the fkdtilment of the promise; the islanders 
considered him to he their god, Rono, and his 
ships, the floating island. Assuming the divi- 
nity of the mysterious visitant, they proceeded to 
do him what they deemed appropriate honours. 
They woishipped him ! On the mooring of 
the Resolution, two cliiefs came on board with 
Koah, a priest, who approached Cook with much 
veneration, threw a piece of red cloth over his 
shoulders, and then retiring a little distance, 
made an offering of a pig, which he accompa. 
nied with a long oration. After this, the priest 
sat down to table with his assumed god, and 
freely partook of the repast before him; and in 
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the evening Cook, Capt. King, and Mr. Bayley, 
went wilh Koah on shore. ■ • • • Xhey 
id preceded by four men, holding 
wands tipped with dog's hair, who shouted, as 
they marched, certain words, among which Bono 
or Orono, was very distinctly heard. The Cap- 
tain was now conducted to a morai, formed as 
luual of stones about fourteen yards high, twenty 
broad, and forty long. Theaummitof this dis- 
mal erection was well paved, and surrounded by 
a rail, to which were attached several skulls. In 
the centre stood an old wooden building; at one 
aide five poles, upwards of twenty feet in height, 
supported a platform or scaffold; and on the 
other side stood two small houses covcrtsJ, with 
a passage between ihcm. To this spot the 
Capuin with two of his friends was led, and 
there they saw two huge idols with horrid fea> 
tures; and there Kaireekeea,a priest, presented 
Cook to the 'dumb idols;' and aasbted by Koah, 
having Orst chanted a hymn, he then led him 
to that part of the moral where the poles were 
iixed. Under these stood twelve idols arranged 
in the form of a crescent, with a high table in 
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the centre, on which lay the 'banquet of the 
gods,' consisting of a putrid hog, pieces of sugar 
cane, cocoa nuts, and various kinds of ijruit. 
The priest having placed the Captain under this 
stand, took down the putrid carcase of the hog, 
and holding it out to him, delivered a long ad- 
dress.with great fervour and rapidity ; aflerwhich 
he dropped the loathsome burden, and led Cook 
to the precarious scaffold, which with consider- 
able peril both ascended. A solemn procession of 
ten men now advanced, bearing a live hog and 
a quantity of red cloth; and on arriving within 
a few paces, after prostration, they delivered the 
latter to Kaireekeea, who carried it to Koah, and 
Koah having wrapped it round the Captain, 
offered him the hog, which was brought with 
like ceremony. A hymn or song was then sung, 
probably to the Captain, who remained on the 
scaffold rolled in the red cloth. The song being 
ended, the priest threw down the hog, and de- 
scending with the Captain, led him before the 
images; each of which he addressed, apparently 
with contempt, snapping his 6ngers as he went 
along, till he came in front of the centre ido^. 
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when he fell prostrate and kissed the abomina- 
tion, desiring the Captain to do the same — « 
desire with which he unhappily comphed; for 
we are informed that 'Cook Buffered himself to be 
directed by Koah throughout the whole of this 
ceremony.' The Captain was next conducted to 
another de|iartment of the morai, and seated be- 
tween two idols, Koali the priest supporting one 
of his arms, and Capt. King, by the priest's desire, 
the other. Thus seated between two stocks, 
as the hviiig god of the island idolatry, another 
procession apptoaclied him, bearing a baked pig, 
with bread-fruit and cocoa-nuts. Kaireekeea 
presented him with the pig and again began to 
chant, while his companions made regular re- 
sponses, in which the word Orono was freqently 
uttered. When the ritual was finished, the na- 
tives, sitting down in front of the strangers, 
proceeded to cut up the hc^ to peel the vege- 
tables, and to prepare ava. All being ready, the 
feast began, when the priest and an assistant 
chief proceeded to feed the Captain and his com' 
pinions. Captain King, whose feeder was ■ 
riennly person, got on tolerably well ; but Cook. 
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who was fed by Koah, whose lianils v 

lately employed in holding the putrid hog, could 
not taste a morse) offered to him. Nor was hia 
loathing to be wondered at, when, in addition to 
the touch of his polluted hands, the old man 
also chewed it for him. 

"Thus ended this melancholy exhibition, in 
which it is grievous to find Cook placed in cir. 
cumstancea so doubtful, and in a position so 
shocking. 

"When such was the esteem in which Euro- 
peims were held by these islanders, we cannot 
wonder that man should talk of their simplicity ; 
or that they should conclude that white men 
would be perfectly safe among them. 

" Dr. Haweis felt indignant that one of our 
countrymen should receive divine adoration. 
'Will no man,' he exclaimed, 'like Paul, rend 
his clolhes and rush in among them to teach 
them the knowledge of the true God, and Jesus 
Christ whom he hath sent.*' He likewise ex- 
pressed great regret, that nothing should have 
been done to instruct them in the leading doc- 
trines of the gospel, or to impress tliero with 
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a sense of moral obligation. Speaking of Omai, 
a young man who came to tliis country with 
Captain Cook, he says, 'The foolish Omai wai 
n expense equal to what would have maintained 

Mission to the island. Not an attempt was 
made to give him any knowledge lending to 
the saving of his soul. He was led about to 
stare and be stared at, at our public places, and 
be as abandoned as those that frequent tliero. 
And in the presence of all the officers, his intro- 
duction at Huahine, the place of his settlement 
at his return, was celebrated by an offering 
to the Eatoa.' 

"The females here, as in all other heathen 
countries, were trailed as an inferior race; and 
though not reduced to the degraded condition of 
some others, they were never allowed to eat with 
the men. Yel they are said to have been much 
attached to their husbands; and their love for 
such children as they suffered to live 
plary. In confirmation of this, it is stated that 
European salon took wives during their resi. 
dence on the islands, who loved them tenderly. 

"Mr. Stewart, one of the officers of the 
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Bounltf, who joined the unhappy Christians in 
seizing the ship from CapU Bligh, determined to 
fix his abode at Tahiti. He soon attuehed him- 
self to one of the beautiful natives, and giving 
her his name, lived with her in a state of the 
tenderest endearment, as his Peggy Stewart: 
they had one lovely boy, when the Pandora 
arrived and seized the mutineers: among the rest 
the unfortunate Stewart. He was carried on 
board a prisoner. Anguish and horror seized 
the heart of his Peggy, — her health gave way to 
the acuteness of her feelings, — she pined from 
day to day, caressing her poor forsaken infant, 
and fell a sacrllice to the fidelity of her affection. 
She left tlie child to the care of a sister, who 
cherished and brought him up with maternal 
tenderness." 

"What do you mean by their loving those 
children that they suffered to live?" asked 

" It was the practice of the natives," answered 
Mrs. Mortimer, "to destroy their infant chil- 
dren. Most mothers had murdered several 
children; some had killed a dozen or nwre. — 
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This was one of the cruel customs the Mission- 
aries found it so difficult to persuade them to 
relinquish; but I will tel! you more about this 
another time." 

" I think," said Harriet, " women and cliildren 
have great cause to rejoice in the blessings of 
religion, as they are always treated with cruelty 
where the gospel is unlmown." 

" We are continually hearing of fresh proofs 
of this," observed Mrs. Mortimer, "from all 
parts. Two Missionaries who went to the Figi 
Islands, which contain thousands of inhabitants, 
have informed us, in their letters to England, 
that human bodies are baked and served up at 
their barbarous feasts — lifty being sometimes 
provided for one entertainment. Men, women, 
and children assemble with the greatest glee to 
partake of this horrible and disgusting repast. 
Now, these are not the bodies of enemies taken 

(live in war, and slain to glut their fury; but 

poor unprotected mitUnvt and kidnapprd 

ikildren, strangled by their cruel neighbours, 

to gratify their cannibal appetites. How widely 

different is this condua to the precepts of the 
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gospel: which lells ua that pure religion leads its 
poasessora to 'visit the widow and the fatherless 
in their affliction;' and further enjoins the culti- 
vation of that love to our neighbour, which will 
induce us to 'do unto others as we would tliey 
should do unto us.' 

"In the East things are even worse than in 
the South. I will give you one short account 
equally dreadful, transmitted by Missionaries in 
the East-Indies, of a people called Khoonds, that 
inhabit a hilly part of the Goonisur country. 

"These ignorant savages imagine that their 
land will not be fruitful unless moistened every 
year with the blood of living children. Little 
boys are stolen in their infancy, and sold to diffe- 
rent villages forthisahockingpurpose. Qneea 
year the inhabitants of each village assemble in a. 
6eld, and surrounding a poor helpless captive 
child, cut off its limbs and flesh, and carry them 
in haste across their lands to spill the blood upon 
the soil. Meanwhile the miserable little victim 
lingei'S in agony, for the sanguinary murderers 
take care not to inflict a wound that shall cause 
speedy death; because they suppose the cere- 



mony would not be acceptable to the gods, i 
the child expired before the earth had been 

moistened by its blood. 

"Twenty-five children that were doomed to 
suffer this horrible martyrdom, were lately 
rescued by some Englisli soldiers, nnd brought 
to their tents at Madras. 'The dark places of 
the earth are full of the habitations of cruelty,* 
and while we mourn over these doleful tidings, we 
must not for a momejit relax in our efforts, — 

" Till the wbole univene ihsU bs 
But one great temple, Lord, tor ibee." 

Mrs. Fletcher and her visiters expressed great 
satisfaction with the manner in which they had 
spent the evening, and regretted having hitherto 
done BO little for the Missionary Society. Each 
of the strangers gave a smell donation to the 
"Orphans' Fund," and promised to finish the 
dresses they had begim, and send them to Mrs. 
Mortimer before they lea. 

Maria Fletcher intimated a wish to attend 

I tfie next meeting as a visiter. She could not 

U present become a member of the society, be. 

ic she was going witi) one of her auiit», wliu 
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was an invalid, to spend several months at 
sea side. She also solicited the loan of the 
papers Mrs. Mortimer had previously read, that 
they might have the pleasure of perusing them 
before their friends returned. 

Caroline told her sister she might become a 
subscriber now, as well as at any future time; 
and that during her absence, she would endea- 
vour to write every week and let her know how 
they were going on, and what books they were 
reading, so that if she could procure them she 
might read them too. 

Harriet was commissioned to enter Maria 
Fletcher's name as a new subscriber, and thus 
the funds and the usefulness of the society were 
increased from their visit to Mrs. Fletcher. 
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CHAPTER VII. 



Wltoon— Lettet tt 




Mks. Stanlky htuJ proposed having the pre. 
t meeting held at her house; but as there 
were a variety of hltle articles to be fiiiished, 
severa] minutes to be made in the secretary's 
book, and other business to be settled, it was 
thought best to delay this alteration. It was 
also agreed to cut out and prepare suitable work 
to take with them when they might in future 
it elsewhere. 



Our little busy friend Margaret was rather 

chagrined at this arrangement, but she was soon 
reconciled, and came to her aunt's as usual in 
the height of good humour, as she possessed a 
fresh store of information gathered from books 
during the week. We will not say she was 
proud of her knowledge, but certainly much 
pleased at her new acquirements; efipecially at 
the favourable opportunity afforded of commu- 
nicoling it. 

Mrs. Mortimer was particularly engaged with 
a lady at the usual time of assembling; in con- 
sequence of which the young folks were left to 
themselves for half an hour. We must give 
them credit for improving the time, as they all 
worked very fast; but we may add, they talked 
quite as fast as they worked. 

Harriet told her young friends, that she and her 
sister had been very busy helping their mamma ; 
and that they had done a quantity of work every 
evening, while Herbert read to them from Capt. 
Cook's Voyages, which they bad almost for- 
gotten ; and as they were so anxious to judge 
what sort of reception the Missionaries were 
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e than that, 



likely to meet with from the inhabitants o 
South Sea Islands, they had been much pi 
at going through the work again 
"Yes," said Margaret, "and n 
we do partly know now; for mamma lent us a 
book with a letter in it from Captain Wilson, in 
which he stated that the chiefs were glad to see 
them, and gave them a large house to live in, and 
plenty of victuals. Mamma read to us another 
beautiful letter from a 'Sailor to his little girl/ 
and in this letter, after telling her to be good to 
her mother and kind to her baby brother, and 
recommending her to read several histories tii 
the Bible, he promised to bring her home a 
Tahitian dress. When Captain Wilson came 
back, he said God had been so good to them, 
and taken such care of him and the ship, and 
all the sailors, that though they had been a voy- 
age of fifiy-onc thousand miles, no accident had 
befallen them ; and they all came safely again to 
England, except one sailor, who ran away at 
■ome place where they stopped. We also saw 
a pretty picture of all the Missionaries after 
they landed, and a great many natives— one of 
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the priests is giving Captain Wilson a large 
portion of ground for their use, — the king and 
queen are there to see all the ceremony, — and 
they are carried about on men's shoulders, just 
as boys sometimes carry little children." 

"What a strange sight it must be," exclaimed 
Mary Heradine, " to see a lady riding on men's 
shoulders. I wonder how they can bear it." 

"It was the custom of their nation," replied 
Harriet, "so of course they thought nothing of 
it; but you shall see the print, which will much 
amuse you : the old priest is such a droll-looking 
object, and some of the female Missionaries 
look as though they were almost afraid. But 
it is altogether a pretty sight." 

When Mrs. Moilimer entered the room, all 
eyes were turned towards her, and every fece 
beamed with pleasure. Her chair and writing- 
desk were placed ready for her, and their chit- 
chat was instantly suspended to listen to her 
detail: when she commenced in the following 

"You will recollect, my dear young friends, 
that we left the Missionaries just as they were 
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departing from the shores of their country. It 
will be quite unnecessary to follow the history 
of the Duff, day by day, through her long voy- 
age; but it may be just mentioned that she 
touched at Rio Janeiro, where the kind and 
careful Captain exerted himself to obtain all 
those fresh supplies of food and water that were 
calculated to preserve the health and comfort of 
the crew and passengers. 

"The entrance to the harbour of Hio is highly 
pictui-esque. It is shut in by mountains of every 
variety of form. Many of them are richly 
covered with trees to the very top. Alps on alps 
«eem to rise in view as the mountains, further 
back in the country, are seen above those nearer 
the shore. This view of land must have been 
very cheering to the company in the Duffaher 
their sea voyage; whilst the beauty and grandeur 
of the surrounding scenery could not fail to 
give them higher ideas of that Being by whom 
■11 things were created, and for whose glory 
they were going to dwell in a land distant from 
their own. 

" While the ship staid at Rio Janeiro, some 
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of the Missionaries went on shore, and were 
shocked at the wickedness and superstition of the 
Roman Catholic population. Popery is said to 
exist there in itslowest and most debasing Torms. 
The woes of slavery were also seen on every 
side. Immense numbers of slaves were seen 
employed in the most laborious and menial 
□Sices; some were dressed in tawdry rags; others 
were almost naked; and all were without reli- 
gious instruction. Such a scene was very pain, 
ful to these Christian visiters, who were unable 
to help them, and could only mourn over their 
wretchedness. 

"From this place they sailed for months 
across the vast expanse of waters, till their sight 
was gladdened by a view of the Island of Tubuai, 
which was discovered by Captain Cook in 1 777, 
and was afterwards visited by Captain Bligh of 
the Bounty, and eighteen of his men and officers. 
The Duff arrived here Feb. aSnd, 1797, just 
twenty years after its discovery. Now, for the 
first time, the Missionaries began to form an 
idea of the kind of people they were going to 
dwell among. Their wives would naturally shud- 
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der at the sight of naked or nearly naked si 
and however eager they might be to commence 
their 'work of faith and labour of love,' human 
would at first revolt at such scenes.— 
From hence they sailed to Tahiti, and cast 
anchor in Matavai Bay on the 6th of March- 
Hitherto all had been conjecture with them, as to 
their reception, — all imagination, as to the place ; 
now an actual knowledge was about to com- 
mence; they had no precedents to judge from, 
as no one had ever been to teach the knowledge 
of God before. We can form no idea of their 
mingled feelings of hope and fear, — their anxi- 
ous longing to leave the vessel, or desponding 
fears at trusting themselves among the savages. 
That their fears were not groundless, we learn 
from future Missionaries. Mr. Ellis says, when 
he first saw the place, 'within sight of t^e spot 
where our vessel lay, four of the Missionaries 
were stripped and maltreated by the natives ; two 
of them were nearly assassinated from the anger 
of the king,and one of ihem was murdered. Here 
the lirBt Missionary dwelling was erected, the 
lirsi temple for the worship of Jehovah reared, 
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and the first Missionary grave opened. And 
here, after having been obliged to turn their 
bouse into a garrison, and watch day and night in 
constant expectation of an attack, the Missiona. 
ries were obliged, in almost hopeless despair, to 
abandon a field on which they had bestowed the 
ttnl and culture of twelve eventful years.' 

"When our Missionaries arrived it was a 
time of perfect peace, and Pomare and his son 
Otoo, were absolute sovereigns of the whole 
island, as well as of the neighbouring island of 
Eimeo, which was greatly in their favour, as they 
had only to obtain permission of Pomare to land. 
In many of the islands every district is under 
the government of & separate chief, who must 
be consulted; this would have materially added 
to the difficulty of landing the Missionaries; 
but in this case Providence prepared the way 
for hia servants, as they not only found the king 
willing to receive them, but their errand was 
speedily and fully made known to him by means 
of two Europeans, who dwelt upon the island — 
Peter, a Swede, who had left the Dedalus, and 
Andrew, who was cast away in the Matilda, 
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nnd had resided there five years, and could speak 

e language fluently. 

"The Missionaries went on shore the next 
day, and were met on the beach by Pomare 
and his queen, by whom they were kindly wel- 
comed. They were conducted to a large oval 
house, which had been finished for Capl. filigh, 
who had resided some time among them. The 
natives were delighted at having foreigners come 
to live entirely with them, as they had already 
derived considerable benefit from the transient 
residence of some of the mutineers of the Bounly, 
and several of the crew of the Matilda, which 
had been wrecked on some of the reefs. 

"The inhabitants of Tahiti had never before 
seen any European females or children, and wei 
both amazed and delighted when the wives an 
children of the Missionaries landed. Every or 
was eager to see them, and crowded round to gi 
a look at them: the news soon spread through 
the island, and for some days fresh parties ' 
continually arriving, and placed themselv< 
front of the house, b<^ging iliat the white women J 
and children would come to the door and shew J 



themselves. It must have been rather a trial 
for the poor children; but, however, we hear of 
no complaints made by them. 

"The chiefs and people were so much pleased 
at Missionaries coming to settle among them, 
that in addition to the large native house they 
already occupied, which was one hundred feet 
long and forty wide, Pomare told Capt. Wilson 
he would give the whole district of Matavai 
(where the house stood) to the English, which 
was accordingly done in the most formal man- 
ner. The king and queen, his father and mother, 
and all the most influential people of the nation 

"Huamane-mane, an aged chief of Raiatea, 
and chief priest of Tahiti, was the principal 
agent for the people in this transaction, which 
was of such vast importance to both parties. 
This aged chief was also a friend of Captain 
Wilson and the Missionaries, and rendered them 
considerable service in obtaining supplies of 
food, and such things as they had need of. 

" You will find an interesting account of these 
proceedinga in Ellis's ' Polynesian Researches.' 
Hi 
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conduct soon proved them as bad as their looks 
indicated them to be; for, notwithstanding all 
their solemn promisesj they were the worst ene- 
mies tlie Missionaries had to contend with. It 
was their intention to have remained together 
for a time; but it soon became necessary to di- 
vide themselves among the different chiefs, to 
counteract the base designs of these bad men. 

"When the Captain left these ten brethren at 
Tongataboo, it was his intention to spend two 
or three days at sea, without going &r out, that 
he might iearn how they were treated; but a 
gale sprang up, which placed them in a very 
critical situation, and drove the ship out to sea; 
they sustained no injury, although they had been 
in the most imminent danger. God had given 
the winds and the waves charge concerning 
them, and preserved them from being cast 

"Some of the Missionaries, who were watch- 
ing the vessel as long as they could obtain the 
most distant glimpse of hei-, turned from the 
shore with heavy hearts, at tlie thoughts of the 
final separation from so many friends, whom they 




did not expect to see again in this world; i 
embraced each other and said, 'thl 
our land, and here is to be our grave.' 

" The Diyf sailed for the Marquesas, and pas- 
sed two islands on the 23rd of May, where 
the Captain wished to land, but the hostility 
of the natives prevented. He was still follow- 
ing the track of CapL Cook, and cast anchor in 
Resolution Bay, where they were soon visited 
by the chief and many natives. After the chief 
had paid several visits, the Captain informed him 
he had two Missionaries on board, who would 
itay with him to teach him and his people. 
He jumped about ihe cabin for joy; he Mid 
they should have a house, and should never 
want while he had any thing to give. Mr. Crook 
went on ahore immediately with the chief. Mr. 
Harris remained, under pretence of getting the 
things ready, when it became evident his Mis- 
sionary zeal began to decline, and he very reluc- 
tantly landed on the island. That being the 
case, he looked gloomy and sad, and the natives 
took a dislike to him. On this account the 
I Captain thought it advisabla to take him back to 



141 



Tahiti. Mr. Crook was a very young 
a cheerful turn of mind, an open temper, and 
quite a Bible Christian; he chose to remain 
alone at his post, depending upon the protection 
of his heavenly Father, When the Captain had 
supplied him with every thing needful, the Huff 
again sailed for Tahiti, and arrived at Matavai 
on the 6th of July. The Missionaries were 
all well, and had received an addition to their 
number in Mrs. Henry's infant daughter. 

" With what delight must these devoted 
brethren and sisters have welcomed the Captain 
again amongst them ! He was much gratified to 
learn that their health had not suffered from 
change of climate, that they had not known the 
want of any thing, as the natives had abun- 
dantly supplied them, and that during his ab- 
sence their treatment had likewise been kind 

"The painful hour of separation too soon 
arrived, and on the 4th of August, 1797, the 
Huff finally quitted Matavai Bay. The kind 
Captain, ever mindfiil of the safety of those 
intrusted to his care, returned to Tongataboo 
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on Uie 18th, and anchored in nearly the same 
place: they were sewn visited by gome of the 
dear brethren that he left there, who told him 
how the Lord had preserved them from the 
machinations of their countrymen, who had 
done all in their power to make the poor faeft- 
then destroy them. The Captain said every 
thing to calm their fears and invigorate their 
hope, that christian love could suggest, and did 
every thing for them with the chiefs, likely to 
secure their favour and protection. Mr. Nobba, 
who had been ill from the time he landed, was 
advised by his brethren to return to England, 
which he did. The Captain sent on shore for 
the Missionaries another portion of the articles 
provided far their usefulness and comfort, and 
they parted with many tears on both sides. 
"The Miuionariea, on both Islands, were now 
feel their entire dependence upon Divine 
providence to guide, protect, and support them. 
Hitherto they had a good deal depended upon 
the kind friend who sailed with them, and whose 
presence and counsels had so materially aided 
and encouraged them in their arduous labours. 
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Capt. Wilson had, in a measure, been to them 
what Moses was to the Children of Israel in 
the Wilderness. He liad attended to all their 
wants, impartially divided amongst them the 
bountiful supplies British christians had pro- 
vided, and obtained for them the favour and 
protection of the different chiefs. 

"For the first time they were now thrown 
upon their own resources, and left to strike out 
their own path as circumstances might guide, 
or their judgment might direct. As they lost 
flight of the Duff, which had so long been to 
them the ark of safety, they felt that they 
were 'strangers in a strange land ;' cut off 
from all intercourse with christian churches, 
but not from their God and Saviour. His ser- 
vants they were, and for Him they had left all. 
As soldiers of the cross, they had buckled on 
their armour, and were now commencing that 
glorious warfare against Idolatry which has so 
signally triumphed over every obstacle, and 
brought about among the natives, tfic subver- 
sion of their idolatrous system, — the desti-uc- 
tion or giving up of their foolish gods,— the 
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piiliing down of their tnaraes or heathen temples, 
find building with the mntcrials, bouses of 
prayer dedicated to the Lord. This was not 
easy work. The stniggle with the powers of 
darkness was long and tedious; the taunts and 
disappointments tliey endured were painful and 
distressing: but out of all, the 'good Lord de- 
livered them.' 

"When the Missionaries had made their 
trabitation in some measure comfortable, they 
began their important work with energy, and 
sought every opportunity of serving the natives. 
As I before observed, many of them were rc- 
quainted with the most useful mechanic arts, 
which gained them great favour both with the 
chiefs and people, who formed a very high 
opinion of the superior knowledge they poft- 
■essed, and eagerly cultivated their friendahip. 

"The natives were amazed at the carpenleKa 
tools, and the manner of using them; they never 
thought it possible for one tree to be sawed into 
■ number of planks, as the utmost their skill 
could accomplish was to split a tree into two 
parts, and as wood was plentiful with them, they 
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sometimes for a canoe iised a whole tree, only 
hollowing out the middle. When the black- 
smitli's shop was erected, and the forge and anvil 
at work, their astonishment arose to the highest 
pitch; and when the heated iron was hammered 
on the anvil, and the sparks flew about, they 
were quite frightened, and thought it was angry, 
and was spitting at theni. They were still more 
alarmed at hearing the hissing of the hot iron 
when dipped in water, supposing it to be a spirit. 
However, their fears soon subsided, and they 
felt great interest in watching the progress of 



One day Pomare e 
work, and after looking 
transported 



different manufactures. 

to see the blacksmith e 

attentively for some tii 

with joy, that notwithstanding the smith was 

covered with dust and perspiration, lie caught 

him in his arms and cordially embraced him. 

"Some of the Missionaries continued to em. 
ploy themselves in these useful arts, as tiiey 
found them adapted to make a lasting impres- 
sion upon the minds of the natives. Others 
explored the country, and sowed the seeds 
they hod brought from Europe and other places 
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ihey bad touched at in their voyage; but their 
c)iief anxiety wBS to gain a knowledge of tlte 
native language: as, without thia, it was impos. 
sible to enter upon the most important port of 
their commission. This was, indeed, a tedious 
and laborious undertaking; it was not a written 
language; they had no assistance from books; 
no grammar or dictionary to aid them; and no 
interpreter on whom they could depend. They 
availed themselves, as much as jiossiblc, of the 
advantage to be derived from the Swedes; but 
as they were ignorant men, and destitute of all 
religious knowledge, they could not enter into 
the motives by which the Missionaries were ac- 
tuated; and though they might not designedly 
misinterpret, yet their interpretations were likely 
to produce an erroneous impression upon the 
natives. Prom such instructors as these they 
could derive but little help; and the only way 
appeared to be, spending as much time as pos. 
sible with the people, and making excursions 
round the neighbourhood with them, and thus 
learn their manners and customs, and iic(|uirc 
a knowledge of many words used in social iu- 
tercoane. 
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"Part of every day was spent in the study 
of the language, and frequently they all met 
together to cammunicate to each other what 
they had Icamt, and to aid in carefully writing 
down the pronunciation of native words: in 
this they found great difficulty, as die people 
spoke with such rapidity that they could not 
distinguish the syllables. One thing greatly in 

the exceeding talkativeness of the Tahitians, 
who would spend hours in conversation upon 
the most trivial topics; they were always wil> 
ling to listen to inquiries, and anxious to make 
themselves understood; nor did they discourage 
the learners by laughing at their mistakes, but 
Idndly corrected them, and repeated the words 
again and again. 

"When the Missionaries heard the natives 
use a word they were unacquainted with, they 
immediately wrote it down, and then repeated 
it as distinctly as they could several times; if 
the natives said it was correct, it was added to 
the list of those already known by them. By 
this slow and tiresome process, ihey at length 



gitincd sufficient knowledge of the langunge to 
communicate with the nntives more freely- 

"How shoulil you like, my young friends, 
such a method of Requiring it new language? 
Perhaps you have sometimes complained of the 
difficulty of learning French, Latin, or Italian, 
with all the advantages of a good grammar and 
vocabulary, and the help of an able instructer. 
I can cast my eye upon a little girl who thinks 
learning French verbs the most difficult task 
in the world. What will she say at hearing that 
the Missionaries not only had to learn to speak 
the Taliitian language, but to reduce it to a 
written form, and then write spelling books and 
grammars, preparatory to translating the Bible, 
which was essential to their success among the 
heatlien^ After this followed tlie still more 
hei'culean labour of teaching the natives to read 
their own language. These difficulties were 
overcome by patience and pcrseventnee ; but 
still greater trials awaited them, which nothing 
but the grace of God, and love to Uicir perish- 
ing fellow-sinners could liavc enabled them to 
overcome. 
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soon discovered that 
though the chiefs continued friendly, the people 
were sadly addicted to theft. They found it 
therefore necessary to guard their propeity with 
the greatest care. Clothing and iron tools were 
most coveted; and notwithstanding all their 
care, the blacksmitli's shop was robbed by a 
native, who artfully dug several feet into the 
ground on the outside, burrowed his way under 
the wall of the house, and crept through the 
earthen floor inside. 

" It soon became evident to the Missionaries, 
that however kindly the king and chiefs treated 
thein, they had no wish to receive religious in. 
struction; all they wanted, was to secure tern, 
poral advantage. Even their kind friend, the old 
priest (who made over to Captain Wilson, for 
their use, the ground on which their dwellings 
were erected), once remarked, that they gave 
the people plenty of talk and prayer, but very 
few knives, axes, or scisaars. Yet he was inva. 
riably kind to them. He was a keen old man, 
and lemarkably vigorous. His favourite dress 
W.1S a glazed hat, and black cont, fringed round 



with red feathers; probably this was his sacred 
dress, as the idols that have been sent to Eng- 
land were oniamented with red fealhers- 

"The Missionaries hod frequent opportunities 
of speaking to him about the cruel rites con- 
nected witli the idolatrous worship of the natives, 
esjiecially that of offering human victims to their 
gods. Their admonitions had no effect upon 
him; as he still continued to indulge in all the 
degrading vices of his country, and prosecuted 
his schemes of extortion and ambition with 
unabated avidity. Before any of their wars, 
human sacrifices were offered lo propitiate their 
gods, and the victorious party gave themselves 
up to the most savage and imretenting cruelty. 

"The vast number of infants that were de- 
stroyed, was another source of grief to the Mis., 
sionarics, who sought every means of unfolding 
to the rulers of the nation the object of their 
Mission : — namely, to instnict them in useful 
arts, — to teach them reading and writing,— to 
make known to them tlic only living and true 
God, — and the way to be huppy for ever. After 
earnestly entreating ihem no longer to murder 
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tlieir own offspring, iho Missionaries offered to 
build ft house on purpose for the children that 
should be spared, where they should be token 
care of, and nursed with as much kindness as if 
they were their own. 

"The king and people listened attentively to 
this proposal, and promised no more children 
should be murdered. Pomare said, ' Cook told 
them it was wrong; but he did not stay long 
enough to teach them to do better.* Their 
promises proved but vain words, and the dread- 
ful practice was still continued. 

"Seeing this proposal bad no effect, their next 
attempt was to bribe the natives to spare their 
infants, by offering as a reward, articles highly 
valued by them. The wives of the Missionaries 
also begged that they might have the children 
committed to their care, instead of having them 
destroyed; but their persuasions were of little 
avail, as most of the people continued to adhere 
to the unnatural customs of the country. 

"Hitherto the persons and liabitation of the 
Missionaries had been secure; but about twelve 
months after their arrival, a vessel anchored in 
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ihe Bay. Some of tbe Missionaries went on 
bourd, and found the ship in great distress, and 
the crew in want, in consequence of having been 
driven out of their course by a contrary gale of 
wind, Pomare and many of the natives visited 
the ship, and beheld her poverty with the utmost 
contempt. Tlie distress of the crew awakened 
very different feelings in the minds of the Mis> 
sionaries, who readily offered to furnish the 
Captain with such things as the island afforded. 
Some time after the vessel led, to their no small 
surpi'ise, they saw her again enter the Bay of 
Matavai, and soon leamt that she had encoun- 
tered another severe gale, and was unfitted for 
her voyage. The Captain intended to make for 
Port Jackson, as soon as he had suAicienlly in- 
cieascd his supplies. 

"In the course of the night two seamen left 
the ship in a boat, and the next morning the 
Caplain addressed a letter to tlic Missionaries, 
to inform them of the circumstance, and suiting 
his determination to recover them. The Mis. 
sionaiies obtained the boat on ttic following day ; 
and, anxious to render the CaptAin nil the Assix- 
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tance in tfaeir power, agreed to use their influ. 
cnce with the principal chiefs, to induce them 
to send the seamen on board. Four of them 
set out upon this errand, and made known their 
business to the young king, who appeared to be 
by no means in a good humour; and as Pomare, 
lijs father, bad not anived, the Missionaries set 
out for his habitntion. 

"As they went along the people saluted them 
as usual, and a number accompanied them; they 
had proceeded about a mile, when, on coming 
near a river, each of them was seized by seve- 
ral of the natives, who stripped them, dragged 
two of them through the river, and attempted 
to drown them; and, after other ill treatment, 
threatened to murder them. They had a very 
narrow escape; Providence inclined the hearts 
of some of the natives to have compassion upon 
them, who gave them a few sti'ips of cloth to 
cover them, and conducted them to Pomare; 
who, with his wife Ideah, beheld their situation 
with the greatest concern, and immediately 
furnished them with native garments and re. 
freshment, and, after they had rested for a 
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short lime, accompanied tliem on their way to 
Matavai. 

" When they reached the dwelhng of Otoo, 
PDinare called him aside, atid questioned him 
respccling the treatment the Missionaries had 
received. He said hut little, though it appeared 
tolerably evident that he was well acquainted 
with the alarming attack that waa made upon 
them. 

"The consternation of llie Missionaries was 
greatly increased, by hearing some of the people 
who were stripping ihem soy, 'Now we have 
four uf them in our hands, we will haslcn to 
Matavai and secure the others.' This alarming 
threat, of course they communicated to their 
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induct of Pomare and his queen 
his occasion, was Inghly gratifying, 
only furnished the Missionaries with 
a canoe to convey them home, but restored 
several articles of apparel tlial had bcai taken 
from them. Two days nAer tliis unfortunate 
affair, tlicy sent tlic liigh priest to the Missiona. 
rict with a present, as an atpncmetit and pe«GC> 
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offering, and on thcfotlowjiigday Pomai' 
them at their own house. 

"The painful impression proJiiccd upon the 
minds of the Missionaries, by this untoward 
ocrurrence, induced several of the married 
brethren, and about six of the single, to decide 
upon leaving the island, in the vessel ibcy liad 
so kindly sirpplied with necessaries, and which 
had been the unintentional cause of this fresh 
trouble. The Captain offered a passage to Port 
Jackson for any who were desirous of returning, 
and of this offer they gladly availed themselves. 

"The report of their leaving, soon became 
known through the island, and some of the na- 
tives appeared anxious for their continuance. 
But Pomare, who had always been their friend, 
was touched with the deepest sorrow, and used 
every effort and argument in his power to pre- 
vail upon them to stay. He went through every 
room in the house, calling each by name beg- 
ging and entreating them not to go; and pro. 
mising them both favour and protection if they 

" 'Mr. Nott, don't go, don't go,' was his Ian. 
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icli he addressed to every i 
All his endeavours Imd iioinduciicciipoii 
who had made up tlieir minds to go, and 
lie much regretted their departure; but was evi- 
dently rejoiced to find some had agreed to 
remain on shore: among whom were Mr. Nott, 
and Ml. and Mrs. Eyre. 

"After this feeble band was thus weakened 
by the withdrawal of so many of ihetr number, 
they found dangers assailed them on every hand; 
many they saw, others at that time were provi- 
dentially unseen. They had thrown themselves 
entirely upon the mercy of the king and chiefs; 
and to avoid, at any future time, aiding in their 
cruel wars, they sent on hoard the NaulUut all 
the dtc arms and ammunition the Society bad 
provided for their defence. 

"They were aware tliat in case of war break- 
ing out, these were the first things the natives 
would demand. They have since learnt, that 
during the time these things were in their pok 
session, as well as many others provided for 
their support and comfort by tJie Iwunty ortboae 
CiuJstiaiis who £uctl out the Duff, that Tctciv 
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the Swede, who acted aa inteqireter on their 

lirst landing, used to point out to the king the 
lime when they were all engaged in farnily 
prayer, and say, 'See, they are all dowii upon 
their knees, how easily your people could kilt 
them, and then their properly will be yours," 
From the evil designs of ihese wicked men the 
Lord mercifully delivered them, and spared 
them to carry on his work, and prepare the 
ground for ilie reception of that good seed which 
subsequently yielded such an abundiint har- 
vest, richly repaying all the labour and culture 
hcstowed. 

" Wai- was again talked of by the natives, and 
the Missionaries were questioned about it. Mr. 
Nott answered, 'We know nothing of war;' 
and 80 said they all. 

" Some months passed on, and two large ships 
were seen approaching Matavai Bay, to the no 
small consternation of the natives, who directly 
thought they were coming to revenge the late 
assault upon the Missionaries. Solomon says, 
'the wicked flee when no man pursueth;' so it 
was in the present instance. The Tahitians, 
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conscious of guilt, were seen abandoning tl 
houses, and flying in oil directions tc 
tains fur safety. 

" The Missionaries, on ascertaining the cause 
of alarm, quieted the apprehensions of the fu- 
gitives, and induced them to return. In tlic 
evening tliey welcomed the Captains on shore, 
and introduced them to the chiefs, by whom 
they were tindly entertained, and all unpleasant 
feelings vanished. The Captains made the 
chiefs a number of presents, and after a few 
days left the island. 

"War, thai frightful scourge of the islanders, 
was again made upKin the district of Matavai, 
and most of the inhabitants fled before their 
enemies. Several warriors, with their clubs and 
spears, surrounded the Missionaries' dwelling, 
but its inmates were not molested. In the 
coiu-se of the day ihe chief priest called, and 
informed them no evil was intended against 
them or their liabitation ; and in ihe evening 
the young king visited them in the most friendly 
manner, which greatly relieved their fears. 

"Amidst all these conflicting scenes, this holy 
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band of brethren continued their efibrts to in- 
struct the natives; but disappointments and dis- 
courugemenls attended them atevery step, both 
from the indifference and insensibility of the 
people, and tbe difficulty they found in acquiring 
a correct knowledge of the language. A heavy 
trial likewise befel them in the death of one of 
their number, under circumstances peculiarly 
affecting. Their increased acquaintance with 
the character of the people only increased their 
difficulties; and the more they saw of Otoo, the 
more wickedness they discovered in his charac- 
ter; he was insensible to kindness shewn him, 
and felt no gratitude for favours. During the 
late war, he sent his servants to carry off a sow 
and tive young pigs, belonging to Mr. Bicknell. 
The Missionaries complained to Ideah, and had 
the pleasure of seeing the pigs running near the 
house the next morning. 

"One day the king came to Mr. Brorahall's 
apartment, and asked to see a large Bible with 
pictures, which he had iieard was in his posses- 
sion. While looking at it, he asked Mr. Brom- 
hall to shew him another book, which he knew 




was not in the room; and while Mr. B. went to 
fetch it, he slJly cut out a picture of Adam and 
Eve, and then returned tlie Bible, without 
taking any notice of what he had done. 

" It was dreadful to see how completely Otoo 
was the slave of his own passions. One day 
when he had drunk a great deal of ava, and was 
asleep, a man awoke him by hallooing outside 
the house. He immediately ordered his ser- 
vants to kill him, the poor young man ran to the 
Missionaries for protection; and they purchased 
his forfeited life, by making the wicked king a 
present of some printed cloth. 

"You have already heard enough of these 
people to learn they were thieves, liars, and 
murderers; tn addition to this, we may remark, 
they were covetous, idle, and intemperate. In 
their love of eating and drinking, they were 
worse than the beasts. Their conduct to the 
sick and aged, was barbarous in the extreme. 
Wlien tired of waiting upon a sick person, it was 
customary to build him a small hut, and st first 
to supply him with food; but if he continued 
Jong, he was generally left to die of hunycr. 
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quaintanee, wlio grew tired of him; so he went 
and dug a hole near the sea-shore, and tlien 
letiimed and offered to take his friend to botlic. 
The sick man consented, and was put upon a 
board and carried by two men towards the sea; 
but wheji he came near the hole he suspected 
their design, and Jumping off the board, at- 
tempted to escape. His companion threw a 
large stone at him to stop him, after which he 
was forced into the hole am! buried alive. His 
cries were heard at some distonce, yet no one 
eainc to help him, or even expressed pity or 
surprise when they were told the sad talc. 

"If this was the manner in which the Tahi. 
tians behaved to their friends, how much worse 
would they treat their enemies I 

"They stamped upon the prisoners taken tn 
battle with the most ungovernable fury; and 
after putting them to the most painful death, 
left their bodies unburied, to be devoured by 
dogs or birds. 

" Sometimes a hole v/aa made through a man's 
Iwdy large enough for the conqueror td |)ut his 
2 
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d through, and in this way he would, for a 
time, wear the dead body as a kind of Tiputa, 
and run about exciting others to wanton acts of 
barbarity. After a battle the victors killed all 
the women and children of the conquered foe; 
and even taught their own children to kill and 
torture the poor helpless little ones, to whom 
they would otherwise have been kind. Some- 
times the conqueror put a rope through tJic 
necks of the children, and would, in this way, 
drag thetn through the camp; or threaded them 
like beads upon bis spear, and held tfaem up in 
triumph. 

"We have before noticed that the natives 
were sad thieves; at last they became go nolo* 
rious, that the Missionaries were obliged to place 
under the care of some chief, any articles they 
wished to secure. 

"One night Mr. Harris was awoke by the 
noise of some thieves at a box in his room ; the 
men ran off as soon as they foimd he was awoke, 
but not without taking with them a number of 
books and some clothes. 

"Another night Mr. Eyre awoke and saw. 



by a light he always kept burning, two of the 
natives, who were apjiointcd watchmen by 
Pomitre, getting over a partition placed before 
the door. When lie inquired what they wanted, 
one of them cunningly answered, '1 thought 
1 heard some thieves, and was coming to look 
for them.' 

Mr, Bromhall lost his case of surgical inslru- 
Rients, and when he inquired for them, they 
were all returned by Idt-ah, except two small 
saws, which were afterwards found in her pos- 
session. It was presently ascertained that she 
was in the habit of setting her servants to steal 
for her. She was, in every respect, a bad wo- 
man. She murdered three of her infants, af\er 
Pomsre had said he would put a stop to the 
custom. She had also promised that the Mis- 
sionaries' wives should have her next child to 
bring up; instead of keeping her promise, she 
killed it, and then came to bring the Missionaries 
a great present of food, which they would not 
accept, as they wished to convince her of the 
sinfulness of her conduct. She was highly 
ofiended, and said she Iiad a right to do what 
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ter of this Tahitinn queen will not I'isc in the 
estimation of you yoiing ladies, by learning that 
she was a great warrior, and one of the best 
wrestlers on the island; and in their wrestling 
matches she was generally mistress of the ccre> 
niony. She was also a famous swimmer; the 
natives were all fond of the water, as it is one 
of their favourite emusenienls almost from tlicir 
infancy. They were also fond of dancing and 
music, and in these the queen could take the 
kad. 

"The Missionaries mourned over this sad 
■Ute of things, but were unable to produce sny 
ahcration. Their own circumstances too beeame 
more and more gloomy; no cheering intelligence 
from tlieir own dear land; no kind word of encoiu 
ragcment to stimulate them to increased activity. 
Their number was again reduced by the toM of 
Mr. Harris, who embarked in an Amorican 
vessel for New South Wales. The ample supply 
t])ey brought with them was nearly expended: 
not only from daily use, and frequent presenta 
lu the natives, but reduced by actual plunder. 
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They keenly felt the difficulty of ttieir situa- 
tion, and could only make known, by prayer and 
supplication, all their wants to Him who, though 
he sometimes seemeth to hide himself, is verily 
the God of his people and their Saviour." 

The account was here closed for the evening, 
with a promise that it should be resumed at the 
next meeting. 

Caroline Fletcher inquired, what could in- 



duce the king to treat the Mis; 

when they engaged in an act of Justice to the 

Captain. 

" When he saw the poverty of the vessel," 
replied Mrs. Mortimer, "he despised the Cap- 
tain and crew, as he found he was not likely to 
obtain presents from them ; and as the Tahitians 
began to understand the use of fire-arms and 
ammunition, it was their design to barter with 
them only for these things. The run-away 
sailors they were generally willing to hide, un- 
der the idea that they would aid them in their 
wars. The justice and mercy manifested by the 
Missionaries, interfered with the selfishness of 
the chiefs and people, as tliey instantly supplied 



the sufiering mariners with food, and rendered 
them all possible assistance; this excited the 
jealouay of Otoo, who, na you know, was both 
cunning and covetous." 

"I think," said Ameha Bloomfield, "it was 
a great pity that so many of the Missionaries 
should have left on this account It appears 
rather cowardly, especially as Pomarc promised 
them his protection." 

"VVc cannot but regret their departure," 
answered Mrs. Mortimer, "and fear they were 
too hasty in coming to such a conclusion; tlieir 
fears prevailed over their Judgment, and they 
proved cowards at the first onset. Such ia 
human nature. We cannot enter precisely into 
(heir feelings, or comprehend the extent of their 
trials; therefore lei us be careful how we con- 
demn tlieir conduct. Bather let us search our 
own hearts, and try our own ways, and see if 
we should be Ikithfut, and ready to ipeak a 
I vord for Christ, when wc hear religion reviled. 
I I fear, in many instances, wc should turn away 
I fa silence. When the Saviour was betrayed 
rnul, 'thenalltlieducipleB forsook hirnnnd 
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fled.' If his personal companions did ao, even 
while their Master was yet with them, we can- 
not wonder that the first Missionaries to Tahiti, 
should flee when every thing seemed against 

" I very much admire the courage of Mrs. 
Eyre," said Harriet. "What constancy to the 
cause of Missions she manifested; ihongh I feel 
soiTy for her forlorn situation, when forsaken 
by all her sisters in tlie work. Yet I am de- 
lighted with her determination, and almost 
envy her the exalted station she occupies among 
Christian females." 

" This," observed Mrs. Mortimer, "was tme 
magnanimity. We must all admire this heroic 
woman; the only European female left amidst 
a nation of idolatei's; steady to her purpose — 
unflinching in duty — strong in her attachment 
to her Divine Master — ready to spend and be 
spent in promoting His glory — by aiding her 
husband and his colleagues in making known 
to the heathen the imsearchable riches of 
Christ." 

Margaret expressed her sorrow on account of 



the cruelty exercised upon tlic poor cliililmi 

Caroline Fletcliei* thought it a shockitig thing 
tliat the natives wei'e not only cruel themselves, 
but taught their own children to torture the poor 
little captives, as it was so likely to make them 
unfeeling to their brothers and sisters. 

" Their whole system," said Mrs. M. " is cal- 
culated to do this; the scriptures assure us that 
'the tender merciet of the wicked are cruel,* 
and idolatry is frequently tlie extreme of cruelty, 
Mr. Williams gives us an account of Vava, a 
chief of Eimeo, who on one occasion, had or. 
ders to procure a human sacrilicc for Pomarc 
immediately; he was rather at a loss to satisfy 
this imperious demand, and went in search of 
a victim; his own htttc brother followed him 
at a disteiice, and cried after him; as sooii as 
he saw him, he struck his head with a stone, 
killed him, put the body in a large basket made 
of cocoa-nut leaves, and sent it to Pomare. 
When his mother hcwuiled the death of her 
child, he abused her and said, ' Is not the favour 
of the gods,— ^ic pleasure of the king, — and 



169 

the security of our possessions,-— worth more 
than that little fool of a brother/ 

" But the grace of God afterwards reached 
the heart of this unnatural brother; and this un- 
merciful heathen, who had been a procurer of 
human sacrifices, was at length baptised by one 
of the very Missionaries that you have been 
blaming for deserting his post, and whose re- 
turn to the work will be related in the next 
account, when we meet at Mrs. Stanley's." 
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It was well for our young friends that an 
arrangement was made to hold the present 
meeting at Mrs. Stanley's, as Mrs. Mortimer 
was suddenly called from home, to visit n sick 
friend at a distance. 

Amelia Bloumltelil, to prevent any interrujb 
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tion in their proceedings, provided \ 
send to her Aunt Stanley's, and took with her 
the paper Mrs. Mortimer had prepared for the 
evening's reading. 

Though the absence of their kind friend was 
aome disappointment to the young ladies, they 
rejoiced at finding so good a substitute in Mrs. 
Stanley; more especially when they found she 
was about to read a further account of the Mts. 
sion to the South Sea, which they were all 
anxious to hear. As they had now become 
such expert workwomen, but little time was lost 
in preparation, and Mrs. Stanley was soon 
requested to begin leading. 

She first expressed her pleasure at seeing the 
young friends of her children meeting at her 
house for such a benevolent purpose, and assured 
them of her readiness to help them in every 
way she could; she also hoped their number 
would soon increase, and their efforts to rescue 
poor lieathen children from the dreadful evils 
of idolatry be abundantly blessed. She exhorted 
lliem to patient perseverance, from the example 
of the. Missionaries, and concluded by saying, 




□ see tlictn again the next 
s detained at Newton « 



t the table and 



she should be glad 
week, if her sister v 
Mrs. ArmitRge. 

After lliis, she took her 
began as follows: — 

"We read that 'hope deferred maketh the 
heart sick;' the Missionaries at Tahiti found 
the truth of this in their own painful experience, 
and were in a. very low and desponding frame 
of mind, as their prospects were still gloomy. 
In this juncture their hopes again revived, by 
the return of Mr. and Mrs. Henry from Port 
Jackson, whom they welcomed back to their 
society with feelings of joy and gratitude, into 
which we cannot enter. From them they learnt 
the heart-cheering intelligence, that the Duff 
was on her passage to Tahiti with a reinforce- 
ment of labourers, and a supply of such things 
as they needed. 

" There was now a little breathing time for 
the Missionaries, in which they thanked God, 
and took courage. But alas I how vain and de- 
lusive do our brightest anticijiaiions often prove, 
aad hovr inscrutable and mysterious do tlie wa^s 
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of Providence apptair to our frail reason. The 
year had not closed upon tliem before they 
received the melancholy information, that the 
Jiujf was captured by a French priviiteor. — 
This painful intelligence was brought by an 
English Captain, and also a letter from their 
late companion, Mr. Harris, which greatly aggra. 
vaied their distress, as he gave them an account 
of the murder of three Missionaries at tlie 
Fnendly Isles — the departure of another — and 
the Hight of the remainder to Port Jackson. In 
this dreary aspect of Missionary affairs, every 
tiling tended to depress their spirits. They 
saw no fruit of their labours ; — they had heard 
but once from England ; — they were in want of 
many things; — iheirnumber was sadly reduced; 
— the Mission at Tonga was utterly destroyed ; 
—the brethren were scattered; — and their own 
prospects were darkening on every hand. They 
had no resource but in the Lord, who was say- 
ing in these dispensations, 'be still, and know 
that I am God.' His gracious decrees had also 
said, ' 1 will be exalted among the heathen/ and 
this glorious promise tlic Missionaries lived to 



Bee delightfully fulfilled, thoiigli they waited 
Jong in prayer and faith. 

"About the middle of the year 1801, Captain 
Wm, Wilson anchored in Matacai Bay, having 
on board letters from their friends and the direc. 
tors, as well as a supply fur their need. He 
also brought eight Missionaries from England, 
and one wlio had escaped from the Friendly 
Islands. These were ali cordially welcomed on 
shoi'e by the brethren, who also introduced 
them to Pomorc and the chiefs. 

" Pomare said he was pleased nt their arrival, 
and hoped others would soon join them; this 
evidently did not arise from any wish for reli- 
gious instruction, but from the expectation of 
obtaining presents; as well as from an idea that 
the presence of the English would establish bis 
influence more permanently, and that they per- 
haps might lie induced to take bis side in war. 

"The newly arrived Missionaries brought 
with them a variety of useful seeds and plants 
for the Mission garden. Many of tlic vegetables 
grew, and made an agreeable change in their 
diet; Uic vine, the fig, and the peach Uouhsltcd. 
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The pine-apple grew luxuriantly; the water 
melon afforded a cool repast. Altogether the 
external appearance was strikingly beautiful, but 
ail was darkness and gloom as it regarded the 
inhabitants; no light broke in upon their minds, 
and no indication of a. change appeared; the 
natives were 'mad upon their idols.* 

"So foolish were they, that they kept live hogs 
and fowls in their oiaraes, and called them sacred 
animals. At one time fowls were scarce upon 
the island] and a traveller wanted to buy some 
sacred fowls; at first the priest was unwilling to 
sell them, but when he saw what nice knives 
and looking-glasses he could have in exchange, 
he went to the idol and said, ' Oh my god, here 
are some beautiful knives and scissors, and look- 
ing-glasses ; perhaps I may sell some of the 
fowls belonging to us two, for them; they will 
be good property for us two.' He waited a few 
moments, pretending to listen for the god's 
answer, and then said, 'the god had consented 
to have them sold.' Some boys and dogs were 
then employed to hunt the fowls for the man. 

"They never thought iheir gods would be 
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sngry at sin, but fiinciccl they could coax iliem 
anything by making them presents; iliey 
would kneel on one knee, and, in a singing lone, 
repeat their piaycrs, and say, 'See! 1 liave 
brought you pigs and fruit, so be kind to me, 
and don't let me be drowned; and oil I let mc 
conquer my enemies.' 

"In 1802 Mr. Nott and another of tlic 
tovthren made a tour of the island, for the pur- 
pose of communicating instruction. They were 
mostly well received, and bad frequent oppor- 
tunities of speaking to the people, who seemed 
interested in tlic account of the creation, and 
deeply ntTccled with the exhibition of Jesus 
Christ, as the only atonement for sin, instead of 
pearls, pigs, &c. which tlicy had been accustomed 
to offer. Some said ilicy should like to pray to 
tite true God Jehovuh, but were afraid their 
flwn gods would destroy them if they did ; 
others inquired how it was that (he ships that 
came before ihc Duff tlid not tell them audi 
things, and teach them to worship Jehovah; 
but they had said nothing about it. 

" Hr. Nott and his companion, on their way 
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back, found the king, the chiefs, i 
assembled in their large marai, performing a 
number of ceremonies in honour of Oro, the 
national god. Not only hogs were offered on 
the altar, but several human sacrifices were 
placed in tile trees around. Poraare was about 
to offer five or six large pigs to Oro on board a 
sacred canoe. Although lie was thus engaged, 
the Missionaries ventured to tell him he was 
wrong, as Jehovah alone was God; that pigs 
were not an acceptable offering; that Jesus 
Christ was the true atonement; and God was 
displeased at their killing men. 

"These painful sights deeply affected the Mis- 
sionaries, who saw with grief the influence the 
priests, of this cruel and superstitious idolatry, 
had over their deluded votaries. Long and 
tedious wars arose between different parties, 
each anxious to possess this famous god Oro. 
I notice these wars only for the sake of shewing 
the signal interposition of God on behalf of his 
servants. During the celebration of this idola- 
trous feast, Otoo pretended the god wished to he 
removcdj and as the Atehuruans would not 
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lare's people ] 



comply with this intimation, Pomare's people 
seized his godship, dragged liim away from the 
Atehuruana, and carried liim to their canoes. 
Thia was the signal for war. Pomare advised 
the Missionaries to be on their guard; their 
means of defence were very slender, having 
sent away all their arms and ammunition; but 
the providence of God so ovcr.rulcd things, 
that several vessels had lately visited the Bay. 
Captain Bishop and sIk seamen were left on 
shore by the Fenut to purchase pigs, &c. Ano. 
thcr ship had been wrecked, but the men and 
stores were saved; by this means seventeen 
Englishmen were added to their number, who, 
with Captain Bishop and his six men, joined 
the Missionaries for mutual defence, and to 
them, under God, they owed tlicir safety. 
L " The Atchuruans re-cnptnrcd their god, and 
I Fomare was vanquished. He was kindly re. 
t ceived by Captain Bishop and the Missionaries, 
who offered to protect him: the war was dread- 
ful and bloody;— the Mission premises turned 
into a garrison; — the fine noble bread-fruit and 
rocoa^iut trees «ut down; — the chaiicl ra^cd 



179 

to the ground to prevent the enemy taking 
shelter in it; — and every precaution made use 
of to insure their safety. After long and severe 
stru^les, — which, with the aid of the British 
officers and sailors, ended more favourably for 
Pomare, — there was a suspension of hostilities 
in June, 1802. 

" Doubtless the Missionaries feit grateful for 
the kind protection afforded them in the late 
disastrous conflict, and raised their Ebcnezer 
to that God who had 'covered their heads in the 
day of battle.' But what a scene of desolation 
presented itself to their eyes, and what anguish 
must have rent their hearts. All their neat in- 
ciosures were destroyed; the trees and fences, 
on which they had bestowed so much labour, 
were demolished; the country had became a 
desert wilderness, and its inhabitants reduced 
to misery; their sanctuary was laid low; all 
their hopes were hlasted; and where all this 
would terminate it was impossible to conjecture. 

"As the war appeared to be over, the Mis. 
sionaries resumed their usual pursuits, and 
gained a little relief from their incessant watch- 
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ings and pninfu) miKietles. Tlicy affim fcncvcl 
in their garden, and planted it with siirh ihingx 
as they had preserved. They also built another 
chapel, and agnin their premises were restored 
to a measure of neatness and comfort- The 
study of the native language stiil occupied great 
part of their time, and every opportunity of 
talking to the natives was einbrnccd. 

On the Sabbath several of the brethren used 
to go out and endeavour to collect a congrega- 
tion, when they oflen found the natives busy 
beating cloth, preparing food, feasting, drinking 
ava, or stupitied from its effects. Sometimes, 
after going round the district to invite people 
to attend their meetings (who willingly pio- 
miscd), to their no small disappointment, very 
few attended, or perhaps still worse, many would 
assemble and bring with them fighting cocks or 
dogs, and set them to fight, thus diverting the 
attention of the audience from the Missionary. 
At other times they tried to make each other 
laugh by mimicking the brethren, or pronounc- 
ing the name of Christ in a ridiculous manner. 
While the Missionary was preaching, it waa no 
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uncommon thing for them to lough with each 
other about his person, or dress, or mannerj 
they would also interrupt him by calling out 
'lies and nonsense;' and many would lie down 
to sleep as sooii as sermon began. 

"Another source of annoyance arose from the 
Areoies, a sort of strolling players in high re- 
pute with the natives, who not unfrequently 
commenced their dancing while the Missionaiies 
were preaching. You may judge, in some mea- 
sure, of the effect this would produce, by sup. 
posing one of our ministers preaching in a dark 
village, and a mountebank coming, erecting his 
stage, and exhibiting his foolery. Alas ! for the 
poor preacher, I fear, under such circumstances, 
he would lind but few listening to his message. 

"The characler of these Areoies was a com- 
plete personification of wickedness; tlieir actions 
were too abominable to describe. All their chil- 
dren were murdered, and all who wished to be- 
come Areoies were compelled to murder theirs, 
as this was one of the standing rules of their 
order. Such was the inlktuation of the prople, 
that they submitted to any sacrifice, however 
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painfu), to attHiu the honour of belonging t 
this class, which ranked high in tlie n 
was always favoured by the chiefs. 

"The Missionaries begged to be allowed to in- 
struct the children of the natives, and hoped 
in this way they might be useful; but as the 
parents exercised no control over them, tlie 
children were too careless and indifferent to 
apply to learning; and these efforts proved un- 
availing. 

" The brethren, like the seventy of old, went 
out, two and two, making long journeys round 
the island, and were absent about a month; 
and sometimes they crossed the sea to Eimeo. 
During these journeys they suffered many hard- 
ships. Since the war, the dwellings of the na- 
tives were more wretched than before, as the 
old houses had been burnt, and miserable sheds 
built in haste, which, together with the increased 
poverty of the inhabitants, rendered the Mts- 
aionaries poor accommodation afler their days 
of toil. These lodgings were generally in a 
I filthy state, and swarming witli Jnaecti. 
I The Missionaries had no umbrellas tu defend 
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them either from sun or rain, and in the native 
houses there were no fires to dry their clothes. 
They often had no shoes to their feet, and in 
passing over the burning sands, have been 
obliged to lay large leaves at every step they 
took, to defend their naked feet from the heat. 
On some occasions they have suffered greatly 
frotn want of food, as the people would not give 
them any, or even receive them into their 
houses. 

"In this dilemma, they followed the example 
of the apostle Paul, and 'lahoured, working with 
their hands/ as ihcy made fish-hooks and combs, 
to carry out with them, and with these they 
paid for their lodgings. Some of the natives 
foolishly thought the Missionaries came on pur. 
pose to obtain their sweet food, having heard 
that no such fruit grew in England; this fact 
they knew from the circumstance of CapL Bligh 
making two voyages to procure the young plants 
of the bread-fruit, to cultivate in the West- 
Indies. 

"The more the Missionaries saw into the real 
character of these idolaters the more were they 
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fre 'without 
vithout iietu- 



grieved and shocked. They w 
inderstandiiig, coven ant-breakers, 
ral affection, implacable, unmerciful.' 

" Mr. Jefieraon and Mr. Scott, while travelling 
round Tahiti, came to the house of a chief who 
had often been desired to find a liiiman sacri- 
fice; Just as they arrived he received a message 
from Pomarc, tbrealening him with banishment 
if he did not comply and immediately kill a 
man. The chief was sitting in his house, sur- 
rounded by his friends and attendants, and was 
seci'etly resolving whom he would kill, as tlie 
brethren entered. Knowing how much they 
hated such murderous deeds, he would not do 
it in their presence; but shortly after the brethren 
laid down to rest, the chief invited his friends 
to go with liim to the sea-shore: the man he in- 
tended to kill WHS one of his relations, who was 
come pay him a visit. This man, with several 



other 



readily i 



mpanied the chief to tlie 



beach, and there, horrible to relate, he woa 
quickly killed by the chief and his servants, and 



the body put into a basket of 

and sent to Pomarc. The chief and hia friends 



then returned home, as calm and composed as 
if they hnd only killed a hcTg, Mr. JefFerson 
and his companion knew nothing of this dread- 
ful deed till after they left the house. Their 
feelings on this occasion must have led them to 
cry out in the language of Holy Writ, ' Take 
heed every one of his neighbour, and trust not 
in a brother; one speaketh peaceably to his 
neighbour with bis mouth, but in his heart he 

"Pomare I. died suddenly. Sept 1803, and 
though he hud been the great supporter of idol, 
atry, the natives attributed his death to the 
anger of their national deity, Oro, whom he had 
so unceremoniously removed to his own dis- 
trict, and also to his favouring the Missionaries. 
This opinion riveted the chains of superstition 
more (irmly on their dark minds, and led 
them to the conclusion, that the God of the 
Missionaries had brought all their late trouble 
upon them. 

"Otoo assumed the name of Pomare after the 
death of his father; and little or no alteration 
took place in the government. 
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The Missionaries pursued ihei r labours amid 
niunerous discouragements, and ' hoped even 
against hope,' as no apparent benefit resulted 
from their efforts. No news from English 
friends cheered their spirits; their supply of 
European articles were expended; their clothes 
were so worn out that they were almost ashamed 
to appear before their countiymcn, when vessels 
touched at the island. Many long and tedious 
journeys had they travelled barefoot to convey to 
these perishing heathen the unsearchable riches 
Christ, while they, as 'the deaf adder, heard 
and 'put far from them the way of life.' 
In addition to the cultivation of their gar- 
some of the Missionaries (to repair, in some 
d^ee, the ravages of the late war] had cleared 
and inclosed a piece of ground as a plantation, 
which they planted with cocoa-nuts, orvnges, 
limes, citrons. Sec. and doubtless looked forward 
with pleasing anticipation to the time when these 
delicious fruits, so grateful to Europeans in a 
tropical climate, and so conducive to their hcnith, 
should come to perfection. Think, then, what 
Biust have liecn their dismay m witnessing (he 
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annihilation of their hope, in the total destruc- 
tion of this beautifiil and valuable plantation. 
Their distress was moreover increased hy the 
fact, that this loss was occasioned by the jealousy 
of the natives, who, envious at the favour mani- 
fested by the king, and fearing the subversion 
of their owii power if the Missionaries possessed 
propei'ty in the island, had wilfully set fire to 
the long grass, the flames of which soon spread, 
and produced this fresh disaster. 

" Amidst all these calamities the Missionaries 
held on their way; and finding they could make 
no impression on the adult population, they 
opened a school in part of their dwelling, and 
commenced teaching the boys in their own 
station. To make this work the easier, they 
composed a spelling-book, and a short scripture 
history, which were sent to England to be 
printed, and of course it was a long time before 
they could have them to use. In the mean 
time, they did the best they could in teaching 
the boys the letters, by writing them on sand, 
or nny other medium ingenuity could devise. 

"At length this tried and persecuted com- 
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pany had a merciful reviving Jn their bondage, 
by the arrival of a vessel from Port Jaclcson, 
containing letters and supplies from tlieir dear 
native land, which had been detained so long 
that many of the things were spoiled; most 
of the clothing was wet with sea-water (owing 
to the very bad state of the vessel), and conse- 
quently so much damaged that many of the 
packages were entirely useless, and others par- 
ti.lly .0. 

" But to know they were not forgotten by their 
friends, and that the Directors were anxious 
to promote both their usefulness and comfort; 
and that prayer was continually made for them 
in the British churches, was a cardial to tlicir 
drooping spirits, which cheered their deapon* 
dency, and renewed their spiritual strength, so 
that they ^rdcd themselves afresh for the con> 
test, though success seemed at present hopeless. 

" The mercy of God was manifest, in this 
dispensation, to his afflicted servants, who had 
endured such long continued privatiMis, labour- 
ing apparently in vain, and spending thctr 
strength for naught: as tbiscommuniralion frum 
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Christian friends enabled them to gatlie 
fresh courage to meet tlie increasing difficulties 
of the way, 

" Disease spread among the natives, and vast 
numbers were carried off by it. When the Mis. 
sionaries attempted to converse with the people, 
they would not listen, attributing all their suC- 
ferings to the God of the foreigners, and blam- 
ing the Missionaries as the authors of all their 
misery, by praying to God against them. They 
were often obliged to hasten out of the way of the 
natives, who appeared quite enraged at them. 

"War was still the prevailing sourte of dis- 
comfort to the Missionaries; for though they had 
intervals of peace, they were, for the most part, 
of short duration. They received from the king 
another intimation of war, accompanied with a 
wish for them to be on their guard; this ren- 
dered it expedient for them to keep a continual 
watch by night, and not to go far from home by 
day; but as they had no means of defence or 
way of escape, they must have beheld all the 
preparations for approaching liostililies with 
fearful anxiety. 
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" Durinj; the gathering storm that threatened 
*> their dcslructlon, a vessel anchored in the Bay, 
which ofTered a retreat in case of a sudden 
assault, and greatly calnied thcirngitated minds. 
On the Sabbath vast numbers of warriors made 
their appearance, and the next moniing it wiu 
tliought advisable fur the Missionaries' wives 
and children to go on board. The Captain 
kindly waited two days to sec whether a nego- 
tiation proposed by Mr. Nott and Mr, Scott, 
who went alone to the rebel camp with ovcrtuies 
of peace, would prove successful. As these 
rejected, there appeared no prospect of 
nfely but in flight, and Poniarc advised the 
married Missionaries to leave the island. Four 
of the single brethren offered to stay witli the 
king, that they might be on the spot if any 
favourable change should take place; the rest 
embarked for Hualiine, November, 1808, where 
they were favourably received. Those who 
remained stayed at Tahiti tiU their lives were in 
the greatest danger, and then escaped to Eimco, 

1 were soon followed by the king, who lud 

ai defeated. 
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"The Mission-house was burnt, and every 
ticle either destroyed or pillflged— all the iron 
tools made into war instrumenta — the hooka 
torn up for cartridge paper — and the printing 
types melted to make musket balls. 

"Wordsare inadequate to express the distress 
of the last Missionaries who left Tahiti. All 
their property was gone — their house, chapel, 
and garden were destroyed — the most compli- 
cated misery was come upon the people — all 
their hope was cut off — and instead of intro- 
ducing the Gospel upon a permanent basis as 
they had fondly hoped to do, they were com- 
pelled to abandon their work, and leave these 
savages in all the vice and infamy connected 
with their cruel idolatry. How painfiiUy exer- 
cised their minds must have been at this failure 
in their entei-prise of holy philanthropy! How 
much valuable time had been spent in wise de- 
liberation! How many of the wisest and holiest 
of men, of various denominations, had united 
their talent to render the undertaking successful ! 
How much money had been contributed by all 
ranks for this specific Mission! And after all 
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tesult. 

" Many haid speeclies were made by scoffers, 

id many Uiiints uttered by those wlio thought 
the scheme had entirely failed; but God says, 
'My thoughts are not your thoughts,' 'One day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day.' The set time ti> 
favour this people was not come. The vision 
tarried long, and God's people waited for it; nor 
did they wait in vain. It is not for lis to cavil 
at the dispensations of Divine Providence; wc 

I only say, 'Shall not tlie Judge of the whole 

■ih do right?' 

"The Missionaries did not consider ihrm. 

vcs safe at Huahine, and most of thera 
removed to Port Jackson the next year. Mr. 
Nott, who appears to have been the veteran 
leader of this little band, remained with the 
king through all this dreadful conflict, and had 
many narrow escapes of his life; but was mercU 
fully preserved far extensive usefulness to ihcttc 
poor deluded idolaters. 

" I'omare continued lui exile in ibe island of 
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Eimeo for a long time; where he had leisui'c 
to reflect upon all he had heard from the Mia- 
compare their account of the 
t made by Jesua Christ, to the mur- 
derous sacrifices offered to propitiate the favour 
of their false and, as he afterwarda called ihem, 
'foolish gods.' The melancholy reverses he had 
experienced depressed his spirits, and he began 
to see and fee! the folly of idol-worship; his god, 
like Baal of old, could not hear or help him. 
Considerations of this nature probably induced 
him to think more seriously of the God he lind 
refused to serve, and in his affliction his heart 
was humbled. Mr. Noit had been his con. 
slant friend and companion; and the king, who 
was now anxious for the other Missionaries to 
return, sent letters of kind and affectionate en. 
treaty to Port Jackson, inviting them back to 
Eimeo; where, on their arrival, he received ihem 
with the warmest tokens of joy and gratitude. 
This was in 1811. 

" Mr. and Mrs. Bicknell resided some time 
in the same house with the king, and were both 
astonished and delighted to find how much time 
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lie spent in reading and writing, and in making 
himself more fully acquainted with the way of 
salvation: he frcqucnlly expressed himself in 
such terms, respecting acceplfincc with God, as 
surprised them. One or two others also Ix^an 
to speak favourably of the Bible, and mani- 
fested a desire for further instruction. 

" These were cheering themes for the Mis- 
sionaries to dwell upon; what a delightful 
pei'spective opened to tlieir view, when these 
idolaters began to call in question the truth 
of their own religion, and wished to licar 
about the true God. 

"Pomare II. had been brought up in the 
strong-hold of idolatry. Hia father and mother 
had been the prinei[>al supporters of all the cruel 
rites and ceremonies connected with their super- 
stitious worship; and a desire to possess the 
national deity, the great god Oro, was the cause 
^ ^ of many of their troubles, 
^^^H "A great trial, of a different nature, now befel 
^^^H IJK Missionaries. Death invaded their dweL 
^^^ ling, and in quick succession took away three of 
their wives and one in&nt These aeUUknying 
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women liad laboured hard with iheir husbands 
during these long years of trouble; had under, 
gone privations and difficulties that Europeans 
can form no idea of; and fell in the moment of 
victory. 'They rest from their labours, and 
their works follow them.' Their conflicts are 
ended, and the Saviour has redeemed them as 
'good and faithful servants.' The bereaved 
family keenly felt this stroke; but the appear- 
ances of Divine favour toward the surrounding 
nations called forth all their energies, assuaged 
their sorrows, and enabled them to sing of 
mercy as well as of judgment." 

Mi"s. Stanley paused and then said, " My paper 
ends rather abruptly. I suppose my sister was 
hurried away without finishing what she in- 
tended; or perhaps she might think it better to 
close here, as matters of such deep interest crowd 
upon our attention in the subsequent history of 
this Mission. You have patiently listened, and 
affectionately sympathised with the Missionaries 
through this dai'k page of their eventful lives; 
and at your next meeting you will, I doubt not, 
find your hearts drawn out in gratitude to God 
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for the honour put upon his servants, i 
them faithful in the hour of danger." 

" It must have been very discouraging to the 
poor Missionaries," said Emma Heradine, " to 
labour SD long in vain; and a great disappoint- 
ment to the friends at home, after having been 
at so much expense, to wait year after year, 
without hearing any good tidings." 

" It was certainly a great trial of faith," re. 
plied Mrs. Stanley; "and we need not wonder 
at any of tlie Missionaries leaving. The only 
wonder is, thai so many were indueed to stay. 
The faith of tlic Directors began to fail, and most 
of them wished the Mission to be given up. 
Dr. Haweis and a few staunch fj'iends, urged a 
longer trial before it was abandoned. At last all 
began to consider it a hopeless case, and agreed 
to withdraw their agents. Letters to ihis effect 
were sent to the brethren; but before they 
, reached them, tlicy had communicated to the 
^Directors the joyful news that Pomare had given 
<r destroyed his idols, and that many of tbo 
hieoplc were earnestly seeking salvation." 

"The Missionaries," observed Amelia BlooiD- 
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field, " must have been exceedingly disappointed 
in the cliaractcr of the natives, who had been 
represented as gentle, docile, and good iiatured, 
when tlicy found them so selfish, obstinate, and 
cruel, as well as false and dishonest." 

" They soon discovered," answered Mrs. S. 
"a vast deal of cunning in thenatives; they were 
always ready enough to give, when the Missiona- 
ries Iind a good supply to make them presents 
in return; but as soon as they saw people in 
poverty and distress they despised them; as in 
the case of the vessel that occasioned the sepa- 
ration of the brethren. The Missionaries often 
sufFei'ed from the natives not giving them food, 
as we before remarked, when on their journeys 
of mercy, and frequently for want of suitable 
nourishment. The native food and ours is 
so different, that it did not always agree with 
them. The females felt the most inconveni. 
cnce from this, especially those who had infants. 
I have heard Mr, Nott say, they were quite 
troubled to find a substitute for milk to give 
the children. They also very much felt the loss 
of the refreshing beverage of tea and coffee. 




when the supply i.hey hroiiglit with them i 
exhausted." 

Caroline Fletcher wished to know i; 
manner their kings were crowned. 

Mrs. Stanley smiled and said, "1 believe they 
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; but the ceremony of in- 
vith the royal maro or sash, 
i it was dreadful. Many 
;ims were offered as sacrifices on these 
From each of these murdered victims 
the priest scooped out an eye, which lie pre- 
sented to the sovereign on a plantain leaf, 
plucked from a young tree. While the eyes of 
these murdered beings were successively pre~ 
sentcd, he held his mouth open as if devouring 
them; and the people foohshly supposed that 
by this means he obtained additional wisdom 
and discernment. This sash — a sort of net- 
work, tlirummed with red and yellow feathers- 
was bound round the shoulders of the young 
king by the chief priest, with a great deal of 
idolatrous ceremony, and many prayers. After 
this an immense drove of hogs, vast numbers 
of turtle ami oilier lisli, with vegetables in pi 
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portion, were prepared and cooked, upon 
the chiefs and priests feasted for a long time. 

Margaret asked whether PDuiare the second, 
learned to write before he went to Eimeo. 

Harriet said, " Yes, he did; for 1 have tlie 
copy of a note he wrote to the Missionaries in 
March, 1806, which, if you please, I wiil read 
to you, as well as a short paragraph I copied at 
the same time:— 

' When Mr. Shelly left the Mission at Tahiti, 
his rooni was given to Mr. Tessier, but the king 
wanted it for himself; for though he S(>cnt most 
of his time in eating and drinking, and romp- 
ing with his servants, yet he took great pains lo 
learn to write, so that he could manage to write 
notes tolerably well.' 
' Friends, 

'Give me the room nbore — the room that 
belonged to Mr. Shelly, f^ve to me for a writing. 
|i1ace. Let the room below be for Tessier, and that 
above for mc. If nil agreed to by you, make up ibia 
my speech; if ogrted to by you, write that I may 
Ituow your speech. 

■POMAKE, Kiug.-" 
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The young folks were liiglily otDused with the 
king's note, and thanked Harriet for reading it, 
and inquired if she coiitd give them the Mis. 
sionaries' answer. She told them she hud no 
copy of it; but she remembered that they did 
not wish to have his mnjesty quite so near them, 
aa his company would have liindered the work 
of translation; they therefore offered to build 
him a house. 

" What a striking difference we find," observed 
Amelia, "in reading the voyage of the thiff 
to Tahiti, and that of the Endeavour or Heto- 
lulion. In the latter, every attention was paid 
to the temporal comfort of the cicw, and many 
useful and valuable presents were sent out for 
different chiefs, but religious instruction was 
quite overlooked. On the contrary, in the Duff 
the worship of God was constantly kept up; 
and the sailors attended moniing and evening 
prayer, as well as the Sabbath services: whilst 
the Missionaries not only carried out useful pre- 
sents, but wore the messengers of salvation." 

Caroline Fletcher expressed a wish that Mra. 
I Stanley would tell them something more about 
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the capture of the Tl»ff: and inquiicd whetlicr 
she knew any of the Missionaries. 

Mrs. Stanley told her she knew Mr. Gregory, 
who had written an account of this unfortunate 
affair; which she should see another time, as it 
was too late to enter upon the subject then. 
She would just tell them, that thirty Missions. 
ries embarked in the i>u^— Captain Robson, 
commander — Dec. 20, 1708. As the English 
were at war with France and Spain, every 
strange vessel caused anxiety to the Missiona- 
ries. They had arrived near tlie coast of South 
America, and hoped to land at Rio Janeiro in 
the morning, when they beheld a small sail at 
a distance: they felt no alarm, supposing it to be 
only a fishing smack. About ten in the evening, 
some of the Missionaries retired to rest, when 
the strange vessel fired a shot. They soon 
found themselves prisoners. A number of 
Frencli sailors came on board and took posses- 
sion of every thing: many of the Bibles and 
other books being thrown into the sea. The 
Missionaries, as well as sailors, were compelled 
to leave the Duff and go on board the French 
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sliip, where lliey suffered dreadfully. Husband: 
and wives were separated, and all their clothes 
and properly seized. After much trouble and 
suffering, they were landed at Monte Video, 
where oil the Mission fkniily met again. Here 
they were detained some months, and experi- 
enced many tokens of Divine favour. Aflcr 
many changes they at length sailed for England, 
and reached Falmouth in October, 1799, where 
they received every kind and christian attention 
their suffering condition required. Several of the 
unmarried brethren, notwithstanding all they 
had undergone, prepared to embark in the Rtg/al 
Admiral for Tahiti. They were ready to 

^v " Laanch boldly on the lurge, 
^ft And Id b light aod frngile bark, 
F Their path through flood and tempest urge. 
Like Nnah in ihe ark : 
Then tread, like hitn, s new world't ihore. 
Their altar build, and Ood adore. 
Leave our JeruBaletn, 
Jehovali'i temple and bit nnt : 
Oo, where no Sabbath breaki on them 
Wbom pagan gloom oppms'd. 
Till bright, though late, around their lilcs 
Tha Qoipel-dawii awake in tmile*. ' '^JUamtgem. 




Some BKIvei ranomics thoir IdoU— A prayina lUtye— Tiuhine, 

?d— Thirty-one DDlliel enTDlled Ih^r naioea lor instrucClDii— 
TssianrU— Call! Mr. NoU u> iireach U hli p«aple— A prUsI 
tniros the EdoLs— Spread a{ Che Goapel^^ChApel ealarged— 

Fomve hihI hli paopLc attacked b^ Uie LdoUtfln — Tha IdoUten 
vaiKiulihed or degraded— Idolurj' deUrojed— Change hi [he 



Mn. Honlnier't ronurki— Notice of other Uiulonar; Sti- 

Happily Mrs. Armitagc soon recovered from 
her severe indisposition, and Mrs. Mortimer 
returned home in time to receive her young 
friends at her own house as usual. They were 
mutually pleased at meeting again. Mrs. Moi'. 
timer was surprised at the quantity of work 
finished, and the young ladies were gratified by 
her commendation of theii' industry. As ihert; 
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I was still a great deal to do, anil Amelia Bloom- 

' field and Harriet had prepared every thing, 

they directly sat down to their cmploymcnt- 

" Before we proceed with our history," said 
Mrs. Mortimer, "I have a note to read that 
will please you, as it comes from our kind friend 
Mrs. Harrbon. It contains an invitation, which 
we shall be happy to accept, before the days get 
too short; but I think we had better wait till 
the next moon, lest we should be tempted to 
■tay later thiin we intend, and so should not 
ach home by daylight. 

'M7 dear Madam, 

' It rejoice! me to faeru- yODr liltia aoclMf 
goea on bo well, and that ibe dear youag folk* are in- 
creaaingly actire and itiduBtrJous. May the Lord 
bleti them, and keep them byhia grace from the muv* 
that beaet their path. I write torequeil you will brin^ 
them all to aee me, IhsE we maji hare one warUnft 
meeting at Haddon.Uall before winter. Von need 
not bring anjr work with you, u I can 6nd emplojr- 
roenl for an maay ai youchoose to invite. I hare lately 
bought two piecea of grogram, which ii both cheap 
and itrong, and waihei well. Hannah ha> cut it up 
oriouE tisea, for the poor Buahmaa 
; and we ihall be glad of ywu Ulp 
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to get them mnde. If the young ladiea can be apnred 
from ibeir lessons, plea«to come in the morning, and 
make a long day. My Christian love to tliem all. 
' Youn truly, 

•TABITHA HARRISON. 
'Wednesday Erening.'" 

Many significant looks passed between the 
listeners as Mrs. Mortimer rend the note, and b 
sniiie of delight dwelt upon every countenance. 
She had still more good news in reserve for them, 
and when she laid down Mrs. Harrison's note, 
she took out her purse and handed three shil- 
hngs to Harriet, as a donation from Mrs. Armi- 
tage, for the "Orphans' Fund." She opened a 
parcel containing several books, which had been 
given by friends for their Mssionary library, 
besides a few pincushions and bags, made by 
Eliza Armitage. As they were her first attempt, 
they were but common, yet they were acceptable. 
Mrs. Mortimer then opened her desk, saying, 
" I have not been unmindful of you during my 
absence, and rejoice at meeting you on the pre. 
sent occasion, as we are now about to sec the 
bright side of the cloud that so long hung over 
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the South Sea Mission; wc mourned with them 
in their mourning, and now wc may rejoice with 
them in their exceeding joy. 

"Ill July, 1812, Pomare II. puhlicly pro. 
fcssed his belief in Jehovah the true God, and 
requested to be baptized, that he might become a 
disciple of Jesus Christ: assuring the Missiona- 
ries of his full determination to give himself 
up to God, and follow the religion of the Bible. 
You may well suppose they were delighted with 
this declaration; but wishing to proceed cau. 
liousiy, they advised liim to defer his baptism 
till he had lieen more fully instructed from the 
word of God. To this the king consented, and 
begged iliey would continue to instruct him in 
the things pertaining to salvation. 

"Pomare had, for a longtime, ceased to pay 
any respect to the idols of his forefathers, 
and bis people watched the change witli fear 
and trembling. On one occasion a turtle was 
brought him as a present, which was always 
considered sacred, and was therefore dressed 
*itli holy fire wiiJiin the temple, pait of it being 
I invariably offeied lo the idol. The atlcndaiits 
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were talcing the turtle to the marae as usual, 
wlicn tlic king called them back, and ordered 
them to prepare a fire or oven in his own kitchen 
to cook it there, and serve it up without offer- 
ing it to the idol. The people were astonished, 
and thought the king had lost his senses, or 
could not really mean what he said. However, 
he repealed his directions, and the turtle was 
hakcd and served up for dinner. The atten- 
dants stood silent and amazed, expecting some 
signal vengeance would follow such a daring act 
of impiety, or that the god would stiikc the 
king dead when he look the first mouthful. He 
endeavoured to convince his companions that 
the power of their gods was imaginary, and that 
hitherto they had been under deep delusion; 
this the people could not believe, although the 
king finished his meal without any fatal result. 
So powerful was the influence of superstition 
over their minds, that they felt confident some 
strange Judgment would overtake him before 
morning. 

"Thoeonduct of Pomarc, on this and on vari. 
ous other occasions, served to lessen the respect 
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which the idols had been held, and to prepare 
inds of the principal men who resided with 
V utterly powerless were the gods 
they worshipped. He was not contented with 
embracing Christianity himself, but wanted all 
I his friends to feel its sweet and purifying inflii- 
I «ncc; and for this end he used every argument 
pile was master of to break the chains of super, 
stition, and weaken the power of idolatry upon 
their minds. He also exhorted tliem to study 
the Bible, and accept the blessed invitations of 
the gospel. Nor was he satisfied with teaching 
the truths of Revelation to those about his per- 
son, but he made several long Journeys to invite 
different chiefs to attend to the messages of 
mercy offered them ; luid in spite of all the ridi- 
cule and persecution to which he was expoBed, 
continued to devote himself to t 
struclJon, and encouraged the I 
all their efforts. 

"It should be remembered, that at this Unie 
lie was not the powerful nionai-ch he hMl for- 
merly been ; but an exile, driven from his donu. 
iiions by a rebel army, and taunted by ibechi«& i 
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iie a<I<Iresscil, on Recount of having relinquished 
the gods of bis ancestors and embraced the re- 
ligion of the foreigners. For this cause, iliey 
told hinij all his trouble was brought ujwn him. 
None of these things moved him; and we arc 
led to admire the grace of God which enabled 
him 'to hold on, and hold out,' in spite of all 
opposition, not only from rival chiefs, but from 
friends and from kindred. 

"Tiie king wrote several letters to the Mis. 
sionaries of a highly interesting character, con- 
vincing them that there was not merely an 
alteration in his conduct; but a change in hiit 
heart, which was evidently the work of the 
Holy Spirit. They could truly and feelingly say, 
'This is the Lord's doing, and is marvellous 

"About this period, Pomare was inviled back 
to Tahiti by some of the chiefs; and though he 
could not place much confidence in them, yet 
duty, as well as inclination, prompted him to go. 
The interest of his people was in a measure at 
Blake, and the welfare of the nation demanded 
his attention. Wiiliout doubt his Missionary 
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fricnda feared the consequences of his leaving 
tfaem at the critical moment when divine light 
began to shine upon his mind; and many and 
fervent were the prayers they presented tt» the 
Father of mercies on his behalf. The Lord gra- 
ciously heard aud answered their petitions, and 
kept him in the hour of temptation; so that in 
the midst of insult, ridicule, and reproach, both 
from fiiends and enemies, he would not give up 
his profession of the Christian religion. 

" When we consider the previous habits nnd 
character of this idolatrous king, whose hfe, be- 
fore his conversion, was one continued scene of 
intemperance and wickedness, we may well 
exclaim, 'What hath God wrought I' 

"In 1813 two of the Missionaries sailed from 
Eimeo on a visit to Tahiti, and had the satis- 
iactian to learn thai some in the neighbourhood 
had renounced idolatry. On the following morn- 
ing they retired as usual to the bushes near th^r 
lodging for private prayer; and while thus en- 
gaged, one of them heard, at a short distance, 
the pathetic voice of prayer and sup|iliutlioa, 
ivitli lament4tioii. He approached the 
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spot with no ordinary fecliugs, and with raplu- 
rous deliglit listened to the fervent breathings 
of a native in his own langui^e. This was tlie 
Hrst time he had heard prayer ofiered in tlie 
native tongue, except to an idol. The Mis- 
sionary remained riveted to tlie spot, — pleasure 
filled his heart, tears of joy rolled frdhi his eyes, 
and he felt a satisfaction which it would be 
impossible to describe, 

"The young man, who was at prayer, had 
formerly been an inmate at the Mission-house, 
and since the return of die king, lie had occasion- 
ally attended him. Some remarks made by Po- 
marc, were the means of arousing his conscience, 
and convincing him of sin. He now sought 
direction from another native who had resided 
much longer with the Missionaries, and who, he 
thought, would be able to direct him into thi^ 
way of peace; tliere was a congeniality in Uieir 
feelings, they strengthened and encouraged eacli 
other in the good way, and oflcn retired to the 
deep solitude of the valley to converse on ihe 
things of God. The cliaiigc in ihejr conduct 
was soon noticed, and many derided tliem; but a 



few young men and lads attnched themselves lo 
tlieir company, and wiLliout any one to instruet 
tJiem, or any outward means of grace to aid 
them, they agreed to renounce idolatry, pray 
lo Jehovah, and keep holy ihc Sabbat!i-day. 

"Nothing could have afforded sueh solace as 
this lo the jaded and anxious Missionary. Harus. 
sed and almost worn out with watching and 
waiting for impression upon tlie native mind, 
he waa ready to abandon the field in despair, 
but here was life from the dead, and b scene 
opened before him that filled his heart with 
exceeding joy. 

"The Missionaries at Tahiti wished iheii 
brethren to share in the fchcity they experi- 
enced, and lost no time in communicating this 
encouraging intelligence to Eimco. The letter 
Mas received by the friends there with similar 
emotions; they were deeply affected, and could 
not refrain from tears, while holy gratitude liUed 
their hearts, at learning 'that here again God 
had granted unto the Gentiles repentance unio 



"Tnuliiiic, the young man we mentioned n 
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having lived so long in the Mission THmily, i 
afterwards of essential service in the cause of 
Christ, by directing tlie inquiries of the new 
converts, and teaching in the schools. He pos. 
sessed an accurate acquaintance with liis own 
language; and during his residence with the 
Missionaries, he obtained a considerable amount 
of scriptural knowledge. Thus qualified, he 
affbided Mr. Nott the most valuable assistance 
in translating the Bible. Mr, William s likewise 
speaks of him as sitting witii him eight or ten 
hours a day aiding in this important work ; and 
adds this delightfii! testimony, 'To him aie we, 
in a great measure, indebted for the correctness 
witli which we liave been enabled to give the 
oracles of truth to the people.' When Mr. 
Williams removed to Raiatea, Tuahiue accom- 
panied him, — wliere he made himself useful in 
the native schools, — in teaching the language to 
the Missionaries, — in conducting prayer.meet- 
ings, — and in various other ways. After main- 
taining an honourable coui'se for many years, 
he died in the full enjoyment oi' tJie consolations 
of the Gospel. 
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"Very soon the same indications of religious 
mpresBJon and conviction of sin began to be 
manifest at Eimeo, and a place was erected for 
the worship of God, Many attended ^t the 
opening of this first temple dedicated to the 
true God. At the close of the evening service 
one of the Missionaries gave notice, that on the 
following morning a public meeting would be 
held, and requested that all who sincerely de- 
sired to renounce their heathen customs, and 
give up their false gods, would attend. About 
forty came, and Mr, Nott explained to them 
the purpose of the meeting; exhorted all who 
wished to be true disciples to make known their 
desire, and recommended that their names 
should be taken down, in order that they might 
receive more particular attention and instruction 
from the Missionaries. Thirty-one came ft>r- 
ward on this occasion, and they were soon juined 
by more. 

"The work continued lo spread; the chiefs 
and priests began to feci the power of divine 
influence; and thus the main pillars of idolatry 
were shaken. Tnaroarit, a young chief of Hun. 
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liine, and one of the principal Areoies, were 
amongst this happy number. A large party of 
these wickcJ men went to Taaroarii's encamp- 
ment, and after providing an entertainment, in- 
vited him to attend. As they were about to 
c their heathenish rites, and trace up 
Lvith the gods, he absolutely for- 
bade the performance of these absurd ceremo- 
nies, and avowed his intention hcncefortli to 
serve Jehovah. To prove his sincerity, he 
requested Mr. Nott to come and preach at his 
place that he and his people might become better 
acquainted with the nature of God, and the 
way of eternal life. 

"You may easily imagine the pleasure with 
which Mr. Nott accepted this Invitation; he 
was accompanied by one of the brethren, and 
the cordial reception they met with, both from 
the young chief and his father, was truly grati- 
fying. Pomare seems to have been the instru- 
ment, in the hand of God, to produce a saving 
change. This excellent young chief was soon 
removed by death, and left an earthly for an 
heavenly kingdom ; but his venerable fatlier 
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embraced Chrislianity, and became the firm 
friend or the Missionaries, and n bright example 
of what the religion of Jesus Christ can do for 
idolat 

"Events of the utmost importance continu- 
ally occurred, 'the little leaven seemed to be 
leavening the whole lump,' nnd the Missionaries 
were fully occupied. Special meetings were ap- 
pointed, to take down the names of the inqui- 
rers, and to unfold to them the sublime truths 
of our holy religion. Here the souls of the 
brethren were rcfresheJ, and their purposes in- 
vigorated, by hearing the fervency and fluency 
of the natives in prayer, and beholding tlicir 
delight in engaging in this duty. They nlso 
learnt with pleasure, that morning and evening, 
the natives were accustomed to retire to the 
bushes for private prayer and communion witb 
Ood. 

"One day as Mr. Nott was going out to 
preach, he was followed by the priest of tt 
neighbouring temple, who listened very atteo- 
dvcly to the sermon, and aAer service walked 
back with Mr. Nott. After proceeding lonw 
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distance, he opened his mind to him and 

that at a certain hour the next day, he intended 
to bring out the idols under his care, and burn 
them in the sight of all the people. This 
wonderful declaration amazed Mr. Nott, who 
could not at first believe it, bat feared tlie man 
was jesting. 'Be not unbelieving, but wait till 
to-morrow and you shall see,' said the priest. 

"This was news of mighty import to carry 
to his colleagues: they were filled with grati- 
tude, hope, and joy, and could only express 
their mingled feelings in fervent prayer and 
praise; each adopting the language of the 
Psalmist, 'The Lord hath done great things 
foi' us, wlieieof we are glad.' 

"The morning which was to witness this un- 
exampled deed, rose upon the shores of Eimeo 
in splendour; but who can tell the hopes and 
fears that agitated the henrt of cveiy pious 
Missionnry, Hope and earnest desire to see 
the triumph of the gospel over idolatry; dread 
of the consequences that might follow such an 
unwonted act of sacrilege. They had fresh in 
their recollection the carnage and bloodshed 



ended 1 



occasioned by the romovol of Oro; well, lliere- 
fore, might they fear the consequences likely to 
follow the total destruction of these imaginary 
gods. The Lord alone was their refuge; they 
knew his [iromises, that 'all the ends of the 
earth should see the salvation of God !' thai 
'the heathen were given to Christ for his po». 
session !' and that God would 'overturn, over- 
turn, till He should reign whose right it isf 
In Him, therefore, they confided, and to Htm 
they looked for the completion of his grand 
designs. 

" During the day Potii (the priest) began to 
make preparation for this great event, and with 
his friends gathered a quantity of wood, which 
they split and laid in order for the fire. As his 
intention had become known, muitiliides were 
assembled to behold this outrageous act of im- 
piety, and see the certjiin and speedy vengeance 

t would be inflicted upon this guilty crimtn*!. 

le Missionaries and their friends also aitendedi, 

|1 afltcr tJie fire was kindled the priest hastened 

B sacred enclosure (u bring out his goOft. 

degraded ihem by stripping ofT ttw 
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sacred cloth in which they were enveloped, 
keep them from the vulgar gaze of theii 
Juded worshippers, and held them up to the 
view of the people; he then deliberately com- 
mitted them to the flames one after another. 

"God in his good providence protected this 
little band, and no disturbance followed this act 
of holy heroism, which had a powerful effect 
upon many others, both priests and people: in 
some districts they not only burned their gods 
but threw down their altars, and demolished 
their maraes. 'So mightily grew the word of 
God and prevailed.' 

" When the Missionaries went round the 
island, they had no longer to complain of indit 
fcrence or inattention; the people gladly wel. 
corned and hospitably entertained them; the 
inhabitants came in crowds to listen to their 
instructions as soon as it was known they were 
in a village or district. 'The word of God' 
'free course,' and was 'glorified;' numbers 
added to their company; the schools increi 
.ind the Missionaries were fully emp'' 

" Pomarc had been absent abt 
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□ regain his dominions at Tahiti, 
10 prospect of accomplishing hia 
purpose he returned to Eimeo, with a numerous 
retinue of servants and dependants, all of whom 
had rcnoimci-'d idolatry. As uli these attended 
the school and public worship, tlie congregation 
was so much increased that it became necessary 
to enlarge the chapel. The number of meetings 
was also increased, on account of the great 
anxiety manifested by the people to receive in- 
struction. Praise now resounded IVom their 
chapel. Hymns hud been composed in tlie 
nnlive language, which were quickly learned. 
And the foolish ascriptions of praise to the idol, 
_ and the licentious war-song, gave place to th* 
I aongs of Zion, and their volleys echoed with 
melody to the Lord. 

"The religion of Jesus continued to spread 
from island to island; the natives attended the 
schools and chapel in spite of all opposition; 
i the priests were compelled to acknowledge 
E^t they were unable to prevent the subveraton 
of idolatry, and that the gods were unable to 
ii-e ilierosclvcH. The i 
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rouaed the indignation of the enemies oi' Chris- 
tianity; they were no longer satisfied with lidi- 
cule and abuse, which without measure they 
had poured upon the 'praying people;* they now 
adopted morevigorous measures; ttiey plundered 
their property; they burnt their houses; they 
banished them from their friends; or they 
hunted them for sat^rifices to Oro. 

" A new era now arose upon the female popu- 
lation of these beautiful islands. Their system 
of idolatry had debased them to a situation 
whicli ill our bappy island is unknown. Do- 
mestic comfort, and the enjoyments of social 
liie, were blessings they had never tasted. 
The wife was not allowed to eat with her hus- 
band, nor to partake of the same kind of food, 
nor even to cook it at the same fire. She was 
condemned to eat her inferior morsel in solitude 
to the day of her death. Infirmity, pain, or 
sickness did not alter her situation in this re- 
spect. No dish was ever offered to tempt hei' 
&iling appetite; most of their dainties were 
tabooed (or dfered to the gods), and though the 
man might eat pigs, and fowls, and fish, they 
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were forbidden lo females; and tLc penalty ii 
flictcd was deaths if tliey only ventured Ix 
the sacred food. As daughters, sisters, 
and mothers, they were subjected to this cruel 
distinction, and were, in a sense, the slaves of 
the men. This being the slate of the female 
society, we cannot so much wonder at the pre- 
vailing practice of destroying their children. 
The poor women suffered so much themselves, 
they could scarcely wish their daughters to live. 
it is the iiiHuence of the Gospel that has secured 
to you a father's kind regard, a brother's love 
and attention; and to the wives of England, 
the affectionate treatment many of tliem enjoy. 
How would you be grieved to see your mother 
driven from the house, and compelled to eal her 
solitary morsel in a miserable shed, whilst your 
father was feasting with his companions on tlic 
greatest luxuries in the land? What would 
you feel at hearing your brother use the most 
degrading and insulting epithets both to your 
mother and yourself? Thus debased were the 
Tahitian women, till the Gospel placed lliem 
in t))eir proper station, as the companions and 
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helpers of man. Now they live together in fami. 
lies, and enjoy the endearments of domes tic life. 

" The female character, as we have before 
had occasion to observe, owes an immense debt 
of gratitude to the Gospel; and in many in- 
stances, this debt is promptly paid. Women 
have done much to extend its blessings, and 
support its claims, nor have the Tuhitian wo- 
men disgraced their more refined sisters; for 
they, as soon as they embraced Christianity, 
responded to the call, and 'came to the help of 
the Lord against the mighty.' They not only 
brought their own offering of arrow-root, or 
cocoa-nut oil, but taught their children to do 
the same; and as soon as personal service was 
I'equircd, wives were found ready to forsate 
alt for Christ, and go with their husbands, as 
teachers, to other Islands. 

"This delightful change was not accomplished 
without much suffering on the part of the first 
christian converts; in some cases, a wife be- 
came a follower of the Lamb, and the husband 
an opposer of his reign; in othen, children 
embraced the gospel, and the parents remained 



idolaters; persecution fallowed, and aome of 
tlie converts were murdered to offer in s&cri- 
fice to the gods. The testimony of these in- 
dividuals only served to extend the religion 
they wanted to destroy, and wns another proof 
that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of 
the church; and numbers more inquired whal 
they miist do to be saved. 

" Pomare-vahine, sister of Pomare's queen, 
visited Eimco on lier way to Tahiti. As m 
mark of respect, a public entertainment, or as 
the natives call it, a feeding, was prepared for 
her, consisting of whole piga, fowls, fish, fruit, 
vegetables, and all the delicacies of their di. 
mate. On these occasions, it was customary 
for a priest or priests to attend, and before any 
thing was eaten, they offered ilie whole to their 
gods by depositing part of the animal or fruit 
upon their altars. The Icing and his friends 
I that tliis ceremony should be 
Bitted. When the food was presented to the 
, and the people were expecting the 
prieat to select his customary offering, one of 
her pnndpal men, a christian, came fbnrvd. 



uncovered hia head, and looking up to heaven, 
presented iheir thanksgivings to God for all liis 

"Tlie multitude were thunder-struck; but as 
the food was thus dedicated to Jehovah, no one 
dared take any part of it to the altar of an idol. 

"This was another decisive step in favour of 
Christianity, and tended greatly to encourage 
the Missionaries. A short time afterwards, the 
same person who asked a blessing on the food 
at Eimeo, hearing some of the priests at Tahiti 
extol the power of their gods, seized a bunch 
of red feathers which were considered an em- 
blem of divinity, and thrust them into the fire, 
exclaiming 'Are these the mighty gods you so 
extol? and with whose vengeance you threaten 
us?' The bystanders were astounded, and ut- 
tered an exclamation of horror at such an atro- 

"The hatred which had long been rankling 

in the bosoms of the Tahitian idolaters, had 
now reached its height, and a plan was formed, 
hy several chiefs, to assassinate all the praying 
people in one night: to insure success, they in- 






join tliem. The time liiced upon to execute 
this sanguiiinry scheme was midnight, when 
they were to be attacked — their property taken 
—their houses burnt — and their persona se- 
cured, or they were to be murdered on the 
spot The chiefs thus called together had long 
been at enmity, but like Hei-od and Pilale on 
another occasion, they were now made friends. 

"The innocent victims of this malicious de. 
sign were ignorant of their danger, till within 
a few hours of the time fixed for the horrible 
massacre. By some means, intelligence reached 
them in time to save them from almost inevi- 
table destruction. 

"Just at this time, the whole party of chris. 
tians met near the sea, either for the purpose 
of worship or to transact some business, and 
as their canoes were ready on the beach, they 
were immediately launched ; and the christians, 
liBving entered them, hastened tu Eimco, where 
they safely landed in llie morning, truly thank- 
fui for theii almost miraculous cscii|>c. 

"Tlie lawless warriors who hod been ctdlw) 
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together by this plot, were thua disappointed 
of their prey, when almost witliin their grasp. 
Each accused tlie other as the cause of the 
disappointment, and they soon began a slaugh- 
ter among themselves. Ancient quarrels were 
revived, — old animosities broke out with re- 
doubled fury, — and the whole island was again 
involved in the horrors of war. The beautiful 
and romantic valleys, rich in fertility, present- 
ing, in appearance, another Eden, were soon 
reduced to ruin and desolation: the conquering 
army destroyed every thing that came in their 
way. Tlic success whidi attended one party 
did not restore peace. Conflicting interests 
kept up the strife, and many of the vanquished 
fled to Pomare at Eimeo, who received and 
protected them, but wisely determined to take 
no part in the war, except to act on the defen. 



"Appearcmces still continued gloomy, and 
the struggle between the powers of darkness 
and Christianity coming to a crisis, A pro- 
fession of religion could not be made without 
the risk of perseculion. Under these Impres- 




lions, a day of solemn prayer and fasting was 
< observedj lo implore the guidance and protec- 
tion of infinite wisdom; and a calm and chas- 
tened dependance upon God pervaded the minds 
of the Missionaries and converts. 

" The pagan chiefs sent to invite the refugees 

back again, to take possession of their land; 

this invitation they accepted, and it became 

' necessary for Pomare, according to the custom 

ftand lews of tlie country, to he present, to re- 

I install them in their hereditary possessions. A 

large number of his adherents went with liim, 

who had embraced Christianity. As they ^t- 

pronched the island, the natives assumed « 

hostile appearance, and fired upon the king and 

his party. Instead of returning the lire, be 

sent a flag of truce and afterwards landed, 

when negotiations were carried on, with a view 

to adjust the differences between the king aiid 

Idolatrous chiefs, which seemed to giv« 

itisfaction. The king and hts friends, how. 

kvere suspicious that all was not tight, 

insequently, were on their guard. 

"One Sabbath-day, Pomare and the peoplv 



that came with him, in number about eiglil 
hundred, assembled for public worship, but 
wisely stationed guards at the oiit-posta of the 
district. When divme service was about to 
commence, muskets were heard firing, and a 
large body of men were seen marching at a 
distance, armed ready for battle, and carrying 
the flag of the gods in procession. 'It is war, 
it is war/ was the cry that soon resounded 
through the place. 

"Many had come ready armed— others were 
hastening to their tents to prepare for the con- 
flict, and great confusion soon prevailed. Po- 
mare arose and begged they would be quiet, 
saying, 'We are met for the worship of Je. 
liovah, and are under his especial protection ; 
therefore we must not be disturbed, even by 
the approach of an enemy.' They sung a 
hymn, read a portion of scripture, and offered 
up fervent prayer; the service closed, and they 
repaired to their tents to equip themselves for 
war. After a violent struggle, the king and his 
party proved victorious, and himself and friends 
took undisputed possession of the island. 
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"Excited with aticeess, even the converted 
I mrriors, Bccording to old customs, were about 
I to pursue tlie flying enemy, when Pomare re. 
Ictrained them, and said, 'It is enough; we Itave 
I conquered.' He also forbad their attacking the 
villages of the vanquished foe, and gave strict 
injunctions, that their property, wives, and chiJ> 
dren, should remain unmolested. 

"As soon as the confusion of the battle was 
over, Pomare invited the believers to meet for 
prayer and praise. What strange scenes had 
they witnessed on that ever-to-bcremcmbered 
Sabbath i In the morning, they met in peace 
to worship the Lord. From this sacred service 
they were hurried into the turmoil of war and 
the horrors of bloodshed; and again in the 
evening they assembled in the same place, lo 
retui'n thanks to Almighty God for their gmt 
deliverance, and for the triumph of prayer ova 
idolatry. 

*' Though the king would not allow lliem to 
go niier the enemy lo seize the spoils of victory ; 
hg deputed a chosen bund to gii to tlic icmpie 
of the national god, and ordered ihcin (o dcsuojr 



the maracs, end demolish the altars^ and every 
vestige of idolatry they could find. At the 
same time he repeated his command, tliat tjiey 
were not to go to the place where the women 
and children were left for securityj nor to turn 
aside to any of the villages or plantations, nor 
to enter into the houses to destroy their pro- 
perty. These orders were faithflilly obeyed. 
Not an individual was injured; not a fence was 
broken down; not a house was burnt or plun- 
dered; and even the slain were decently buried, 
instead of being left exposed to wild dogs. The 
clemency of the king, and the humane conduct 
of the victors, even in the hour of triumph, won 
upon the feelings of the conquered, and led them 
to observe the contrast between Christianity 
and Idolatry. The party sent to demolish the 
national marae expected some opposition, as they 
thought the people, who were so zealous for 
their idol-worship, would endeavour to rescue, 
from insult and destruction, this great god, on 
whom they thought their safety depended, and 
whose presence was considered an honour to 
I offered, the 
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F^riests and people stood by in silence. The 
K vktorious soldiers dragged ihc idol out of hia 
temple, stripped him of his valuable ornaments, 
and flung him on the ground with the utmost 
contempt. This famous god, who had been for 
many years the cause of so much war and blood- 
shed, was nothing more than a clumsy log of 
wood, about six feet long. Pomare's party bore 
him away in triumph, and laid him prostrate at 
the feet of their royal master. This mighty 
deity was aftenvards fixed up as a post in the 
king's kitchen, to hang baskets of food on. 
Nothing could, in their estimation, have been 
more degrading and contemptuous tlian this 
treatment. 

"This was the complete overthrow of idolatry 
in the nation. The vanquished were convinced 
that their gods had no powei' to help them, and 
that their priests were crafty designing men, 
who had been leading them captive at ihcirwiU, 
, under a pretended zeal fur religion, lutd 
acted from tlicm otTcrings and sacrifices to 
ir deities, which they consumed upon 
r own lusts. 



" The conduct of the sovereign and his pray- 
ing iriends, after the late victory, operated 
powerfully and beneficially upon the minds of 
these poor deluded pagans. Many who had 
been ringleaders in their idolatrous ceremonieSj 
tame forward and destroyed their idols. 

" Messengers were sent by those who before 
refused instnirtion, to beg for teachers to read 
to them, and instruct them in the new religion, 
as they also intended to renounce idolatry, and 
live in obedience to the word of Jehovah. Miir- 
der and nil the abominable rites of idolatry 
were discontinued, and schools and chapels 
were erected, in which the people met to serve 
God, and leom the way to heaven. By these 
means the whole aspect of the nation was 
changed. 

"This great alteration look place immediately 
after the late victory. The heathen had been 
confident of success, because they had Oro in 
their possession. When they found themselves 
in the power of the believers, they expected to 
l>e destroyed; and wondered how it could be 
that they were not pursued. At Inst they 



:ient spies to sec whnt liad become of the sick 
and the aged, their wives and their childi^en. 
The spies were surprised to find them all safe; 
but when they found the houses all standing aad 
their property untouched, they were led to ex- 
claim, 'What can all this mean? where can Po- 
mareand theprayingpeoplehavelearnt all this? 
we never saw any thing like it before; it must be 
the new religion that taught them this; and if 
it is so good for ihem, it will be good for us.' 

"While these changes ivcrc taking place at 
Tiihiti, the Missionnries were in a state of pain- 
ful suspense at Eimeo. After the battle »he 
king sent a canoe, with one of the chiefs, to 
convey the news. As soon as he was seen ajv, 
preaching the shore of Eimeo, the teachers and 
scholars hastened to the beach with mingled 
emotions of hope and fear. The warrior leaped 
from his canoe upon the sand, ajid before titey 
could utter a single inquiry, he exclaimed, 
' Vanquished ! vanquished ! by prayer alone.* 
The Missionaries fell something like the Apo&- 
Ues, when the women, that were early at the 
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dead, and 'their words seemed as idle tales,' 
they could scarcely believe the good news. Id 
fact, they were completely overcome with gra. 
titude and joy; and hastened to offer their 
heartfelt tribute of praise to God for his loving, 
kindness and tender mercies. 

"Sixteen long years had they gone forth 
weeping, bearing precious seed; and now ihey 
were rejoicing in the abundant sheaves which 
this rich harvest yielded to the toil-wom 

"Mr, Noit had been obliged, about five years 
before, to flee from Tahiti to save his life; now 
he returned to see with his own eyes, and hear 
with his own ears, the glorious manifestations 
of the grace of God, and exulted in holy ecstasy, 
as he repeated the words of llie beloved Apostle, 
' The darkness is past, and the true light now 
shineth.' 

"As he travelled round the ifilaiid he found 
a willing people; the idols had been 'cast to the 
moles and the bats;' and the people who for- 
merly sat in darkness, now saw great light — the 
Sun of righteousness. All were now anxious 



lo be instructed; ond tlie few who Iiad been 
early scholars in the Mission-school, were now 
busily engaged in imparting the knowledge they 
possessed to other?. 

"The Missionaries found their cngegementa 
still multiplying. The work of grace continued 
to spread from island to island. All classes 
were desirous of receiving instruction; old 
chiefs and warriors sat down among the chiL 
ilren in the schools, eagerly learning from a 
little boy or girl to read the nlphabet. 

"The Sabbath presented the delightful spec 
tacle of whole families going together to aitenil 
the worship of God. Wives, mothers, daugh- 
ters, and sisters were now allowed to pnrlMke 
with the men of all their privileges; love to 
cHfh other incieased as love tu God pervaded 
their hearts; whilst kindness and uiTectiun benau 
ed from the eyes of those parents wholiad been 
ticcuEtomed to murder their oiTspring with tfac 
most inhuman barbarity. The Mitsionariea re- 
joiced in the change, citclaiming with the Apostle 
of the Gentiles, 'Now thanks be to God irhicfa 
always raiiseth lis to triumph in Christ, imd 



maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge 
by us in every place,' 

"These deliglitful statements not only prove 
the fiilfilment of ancient predictions, but are the 
joy and wonder of Christians in every land. 
We may point the infidel or sceptic to such 
scenes, and fearlessly ask htm to shew us where 
his cold and frigid exertions have produced re- 
sults so glorious to God, and so beneficial to the 



"The word of God sounded out from us to the 
Polynesians, Oh ! that the effect of their lioly 
zeal and bright example might reach our shores 
— and sound in our ears, with a voice as loird 
as that from Sinai, ' Remembci- the Sabbath-day 
to keep it holy.* What a pattern do they set us 
in this respect, and how humbled we ought to 
be when we consider how far we fall below these 
simple-minded believers. An eye-witness of 



their faith and order. 


gives 


us this beautiful 


account: — 






"On the Sabbath n( 


» tree 


was climbed, nor 


fire lighted for cooking. 


Atsu 


n.rise they retired 


to the bushes for prayei 





the chapel for social worship; at eight met in 
tlie school, where the cliildren were taught by 
the natives. 

"At a quarter before nine a sound was heard, 
sometimes a. shell or a stone striking against a 
piece of iron, or a little bell, but whatever tlie 
sound was, it meant, 'come to the house of the 
Lord.' Then you might see the teachers lead- 
ing their children to chapel in the greatest order. 
First the girls in classes, walking hand in hand; 
many neatly dressed in frocks made after the 
English &sliion, and bonnets of platted grvss, 
which the wives of the Missionaries taught them 
to manufacture; each carrying a little native 
basket, containing her hymn.bouk, catechism, 
and the portion of scripture translated into 
their language. Next followed the boys in the 
same order; their dress is a mat of grass round 
the waist, a little red or yellow kind of shawl 
or scarf over the shoulders, a grass hat, and do 
shoes. There you might see the parents wmtcb. 
ing the procession, and many a mother blcMlng 
; God, 05 she looked at her darling child, for 
gnding the Missionaries, who shewed her God's 



command, 'Thou ahalt da no murder/ 
induced lier to spare lier children, instead of 

burying them in the earth. 

"The children sat in their appointed place nt 
chapel; the people were all gathered together 
before the time of service, having listened to tlie 
sound of the shell, and the greatest decoiiim 
prevailed. The remaining part of the hallowed 
day was spent with equal consistency. The 
people sat under the shadow of the word with 
great delight, and found the fniit sweet to their 
spintual taste. 

"I have now, my dear young friends," said 
Mrs. Mortimer, " brought this history to a period 
where I may safely leave it. The blessings of 
salvation arc so richly poured out upon the in- 
teresting islanders of the Southern Pacific, that 
it will be your pleasure to see native teachers 
arising among them, to convey the glad tidings 
of Gospel Giace to distant islands. 'Those 
who sat in darkness, have seen a great lighL' 
The glory of God lias filled their hearts, and 
from these deluded idolaters he has chosen 'a 
peculiar people, zealous of good works.' They 
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are artively engaged in promoting his glory, and 

hastening on that long lookeJ for and happy 

■, wlien 'all the ends of the earth shall see 

ur God.' 
"Wicked men have endeavoured to sully this 

' vonderfut achievement, by laying snares for the 
new converts; espeeially by the introdiictioD of 
ardent spirits, and some of thetn fell from the 
faith. The pious Missionaries grieved at see- 
ing the work marred, and earnestly besought 
the Lord to stand by them in this lime of need- 
The king saw the evil, and prohibited the land- 
ing of spirits upon his territories. Its pernici- 
ous induenee was thus cheeked, and many of 
the fallen were restored. 

"'The enemy of souls, who goeth about u 
a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour,' 
does not willingly give up his prey, but is still 
lurking in secret places, watching for their hulu 
ing, that he may spread his net to entangle their 
feet. The Missionary also, with the utmOBt 
vigilance, looks after them to guard ther 
harm, whilst he daily commends them to the 

kGreat Shepherd, and prays that tliey may mU 
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be kept in his fold; 'that we may be one fold, 
under one shepherd,' even Christ our head. 

"And while the Missionary thus commends 
his flock to the Saviour, his request to us is, 
'Brethren, pray for us.' . Let us then bear all 
the Missionaries and their people on our hearts, 
when we address 'Our Father which is in 
heaven,' and as we utter the petition ' Thy king- 
dom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is 
in heaven,' remember that we are nil, both 
young and old, called upon, in our measure, to 
do that will." 

" Thank you, Mrs. Mortimer, thank you," 
cried Emma Heradine, "for your dehghful his- 
tory. How foolish I have been to neglect such 
interesting accounts. I never read a book on this 
subject before you brought Campbell's Travels 
for my sister; and now you have opened to me 
a new world; and the more 1 read and hear, 
the more anxious I am for information. Will 
you be so kind as tell me what other stations are 
occupied by the London Missionary Society?" 

"They are so numerous," said Mrs. Morti- 
mer, "it would require some time to do that. 
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A very important Mission was cstab- 
lished in Southern Africa, whicli is increasingly 
useful. This Mission has much to contend with, 
in consequence of the barrenness of the soil, 
and the poverty of the inhabitants; on this ac- 
count we are desirous of lending our feeble aid 
towards clothing and instructing the children. 

In the East and West Indies many Mis- 
sionaries are employed with extensive success, 
ai'e the wilds of Tartary, or the dreary 
and frozen regions of Siberia excluded from 
their benevolent labours. 

"China lias long been the subject of prayer 
and exertion, not only to the British but Ame- 
rican Christians; and though no direct elTorta 
can be made by preaching in that large empirr, 
on account of the obstacles the native govern, 
ment has thrown in tlie way, yet much has been 
done to prepare the way. The scriptures have 
been tmnslated into that difficult language; 
been printed and widely dreulatcd, • 
which knowledge has been diffused; Honte 
Cliincse have received tlie truili as it is in 
js; and Missionaries, who are conversant 
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with their customs and language, stand ready 
at the gates to enter the celestial empire, as soon 
as they can gain admission. 

"Madagascar, poor blood-stained Madagas- 
car, was once a delightful field of Missionary 
enterprise, when a persecuting Queen, a worse 
than Jezebel, drove the messengers of mercy 
from her coasts, and issued the absurd edict, 
that her subjects were to forget all they had 
learned of the foreigners' religion, and return 
to the customs of their ancestors. Vnin are 
her proclamations! Her Christian subjects, 
steady to their purpose and strong in the faith, 
have met death in its most hideous forms, rather 
than renounce the Saviour. Others have been 
reduced to the most cruel slavery, and suffer 
the loss of all things, yet they rejoice in God 
llieir Redeemer. Some few have escaped her 
inge, and arrived safely in England, where their 
presence and piety animated the zeal of many. 

" But we must enter upon these subjects more 
at large in our futuie meetings, which I hope 
will not be few." 

There will not be space to relate all that was 



said about these deteils by Mrs. Mortimer's 
young friends. 

Our lively friend, Margaret, had listened with 
the most profound attention to all the slatementB, 
and often inquired of her sister or mother the 
meaning of things she did not quite under- 
stand, as she had too much good sense to intef' 
nipt her aunt while rending, especially as she 
was the youngest of the party. 

On the present occasion she said, "Oh aunt, 
what a charming sight it must be to see the 
children and teachers going in such order to the 
school and chapel; how very pretty they must 
look in such curious dresses, I wish I could 
see them. If I were old enough, 1 should Ulte 
to be a teacher in one of their schools." 

"I should like best," said Caroline Fletcher, 
"to have seen the little children teaching the 
old warriors and chiefs. What a singular s^hi 
it must have been! How strange it would be 
for us to teach soldiers and princes!" 

The elder girls smiled at these remarks, uul 
turned iheir eyes to Mrs. Mortimer for a re|djr. 
She looked at them with grent seriousness and 
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affection, and said, "I do not wonder that you 
wish to behold such pleasing sights; but though 
you may never see them in this world, remem- 
ber there is a day coming when you must see 
all these teachers, and children, and warriors, 
and chiefs. Yes: and yoii will meet all tlie 
Missionaries too. There will be present all their 
enemies, and all who refused to aid the cause 
of God, and rejected his offers of mercy. 

" My dear young friends, my heart yearns 
over you. Have you really and truly surren. 
deied yourselves to God? I know you have 
begun to work for hia cause, but have you given 
him your heartsP He will be satisfied with 
nothing less. Oh! what a dreadful thought to 
suppose you now take pleasure in working for 
poor heathens, that they may be saved, and yet 
do not love the God who made you; who gives 
you all the comforts you enjoy; and who has 
sent you the Bible to tell you of Jesus Christ 
and Salvation by him. Shall African and Indian 
children press into the kingdom of God and you 
be shut out f Think seriously of these things; 
seek pardon through the blood of Christ; and 
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then when you stand before the Judge, willi the 
millioiis of all nntiotis, and kindreds, and people, 
und tongues, you sliall be placed oti liia right 
hand, and hear him say, 'Come, ye blessed of 
my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared Ibr 
you from the foundation of the world ; for I tvot 
anhungered.andyegavemcnieat; Iwas thirsty, 
and ye gave me drink; I was a stranger, and 
ye took me in; naked, and ye clothed mc; I wtu 
sick, and yc visited me; 1 was in prison, and 
ye came unto me. 

"And when, with adoiing wonder, you will 
inquire, 'Lord, when saw wc thee an liungMcd 
and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink? 
When saw we thee a stranger, and took Uiec in? 
or naked, and clothed thee? or when saw wc 
thee sick and in prison, and came unto thee?* 
Then shall ihe King answer and say, 'Verily I 
say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto 
tlie least of these my brethren, yc hove done it 
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